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Jerry Gulke, data processing 
coordinator, said deer bow, small 
game, waterfowl and turkey 
questionnaires were recently 
mailed to randomly selected 
hunters. “The number of surveys 
returned to us has been declining 
in recent years to where it is be-
coming a problem,” Gulke said. 
“We really need the data.”

It is important hunters complete 
and promptly return the survey, 
Gulke said, even if they did not 
hunt.

“The harvest survey is very 
important because it allows us 
to evaluate the hunting season,” 
Gulke said. “What we are able to 
determine include the number of 
hunters, amount of hunting activ-
ity and size of the harvest.”

A follow-up survey will be 
mailed to those not responding 
to the first survey.

South Dakota
Pheasant and Mourning 

Dove Seasons Set
PIERRE, S.D. – The Game Fish 

and Parks Commission has fi-
nalized two popular game-bird 
seasons.

The 2010 Pheasant Season will 
run a total of 79 days, from Oct. 
16, 2010,  Jan. 2, 2011. The only 
change from the 2009 season is 
the Sand Lake National Wildlife 
Refuge Pheasant Season, which 
will be Dec. 13, 2010, to Jan. 2, 
2011.

The Commission also set the 
2010 Mourning Dove season as 
Sept. 1 – Nov. 9.

Special Canada Goose, 
tundra Swan and 

Nonresident Waterfowl 
hunting License 

Numbers Finalized
The South Dakota Game, Fish 

and Parks Commission has final-
ized the Special Canada Geese 
and Tundra Swan seasons and the 
Nonresident Waterfowl hunting 
license numbers.

The Bennett County Special 
Canada Geese hunting season 
will run Oct. 16 to December 19. 
The Special Geese season has 800 
available three-tag Canada goose 
licenses.

The 2010 Tundra Swan hunting 
season will run Oct. 2 through 
the end of the light goose hunt-
ing season.  All counties east of 
the Missouri River except Charles 
Mix, Bon Homme, Yankton, Clay, 
Union, Lincoln, Turner, Hutchin-
son and Douglas Counties will be 
open to hunting.

Single-tag tundra swan licenses 
will be available to 1,100 residents 
and 200 nonresidents.

Nonresident waterfowl hunt-
ers will have the same number 
of licenses available this year as 
the 2009 season. The maximum 
number of nonresident waterfowl 
licenses issued by lottery will be 
4,000 special nonresident licenses, 
2,000 early fall Canada geese 
temporary nonresident licenses, 
2,000 fall three-day temporary 
nonresident waterfowl licenses, 
and 10,000 spring snow geese 
temporary nonresident licenses.

GFP Commission 
Proposed august 

Management take for 
Canada Geese

In an effort to alleviate depre-
dation concerns in eastern South 
Dakota, the Game, Fish and Parks 
Commission has proposed an 
August Management Take of 
resident Canada geese.

The Management Take would 
allow hunters in Brookings, 
Clark, Codington, Day, Deuel, 
Hamlin, Grant, Kingsbury, Lake, 
McCook, Marshall, Minnehaha, 
Moody and Roberts counties to 
shoot eight Canada geese a day 
from Aug. 14-22.

The Commission will take final 
action on the proposal at its May 
6-7 meeting in Custer State Park 
at the Sylvan Lake Lodge.

Residents who would like to 
provide written comments on 
the proposals may do so up until 
5 p.m. Wednesday, May 5.   Com-
ments may be mailed to Game, 
Fish and Parks Commission, 
523 E. Capitol Ave., Pierre, S.D., 
57501, or e-mailed to wildinfo@
state.sd.us . All comments must 
have the senders’ full names and 
addresses in order to be included 
in the public record.

Comments may also be pre-
sented in person at the GFP 
Commission meeting during the 
public hearing at 2 p.m. MDT on 
Thursday, May 6.

GFP Proposal Would 
Give Dog training 

Permit Control Back to 
Forest Service

 A proposal to be considered 
by the South Dakota Game, Fish 
and Parks Commission would 
give the U.S. Forest Service con-
trol over permitting dog train-


