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Nonresidents need a 2010 spring 
light goose season license. The 
cost is $50 and the license is good 
statewide. Nonresidents who 
hunt the spring season remain eli-
gible to buy a fall season license. 
The spring season does not count 
against the 14-day fall hunting 
season regulation.

A federal duck stamp is not 
required of either residents or 
nonresidents.

The Game and Fish Department 
will provide hunters with migra-
tion updates once geese have en-
tered the state. Hunters can access 
the department’s website, or call 
(701) 328-3697, to receive gener-
alized locations of bird sightings 
in North Dakota until the season 
ends or geese have left the state. 
Migration reports will be updated 
periodically during the week.

The spring season is only open 
to light geese – snows, blues, and 
Ross’s. Species identification is 
important because white-fronted 
and Canada geese travel with 
light geese. The season is closed 
to whitefronts, Canada geese, 
swans and all other migratory 
birds.

The statewide season is open 
through May 9. Shooting hours 
are 30 minutes before sunrise to 
30 minutes after sunset. There is 
no daily bag limit or possession 
limit. Electronic and recorded 
calls, as well as shotguns capable 
of holding more than three shells, 
may be used to take light geese 
during this season.

There are no waterfowl rest 
areas designated for the spring 
season. Hunters should note that 
private land within the waterfowl 
rest areas closed last fall may be 
posted closed to hunting.

Nontoxic shot is required for 
hunting all light geese statewide. 
Driving off established roads and 
trails is strongly discouraged dur-
ing this hunt because of the likeli-
hood of soft, muddy conditions, 
and winter wheat that is planted 
across the state.

To maintain good landowner 
relations, hunters are advised to 
seek permission before hunting 
on private lands or attempting 
any off-road travel during this 
season. Sprouted winter wheat is 
considered an unharvested crop. 
Therefore, hunting or off-road 
travel in winter wheat is not legal 
without landowner permission.

All regular hunting season 
regulations not addressed above 
apply to the spring season. For 
more information on regulations 
refer to the 2010 Spring Light 
Goose Hunting Regulations and 
the 2009 North Dakota Waterfowl 
Hunting Guide.

Game and Fish 
Completes Midwinter 

Waterfowl Survey
The North Dakota Game and 

Fish Department’s annual mid-
winter waterfowl survey revealed 
25,400 Canada geese wintering 
on the Missouri River in early 
January.

Waterfowl biologist Mike Szy-
manski said harsh winter condi-
tions beginning in mid-December 
pushed most waterfowl out of the 
state. “A mild fall allowed a sig-
nificant number of smaller-sized 
Canada geese and snow geese to 
move through the state before 
Thanksgiving, but there was not 
a pronounced movement of large-
sized Canada geese through the 
area,” he said.

Last year’s severe winter broke 
the pattern of more geese staging 
on the Missouri River in North 
Dakota, when only 9,700 geese 
were counted during the mid-
winter survey. Prior to that, sev-
eral years of unseasonably mild 
winter weather allowed numbers 
of Canada geese using the river 
through winter to increase.

“Since 2005 a new record was 
established every year, reaching 
175,000 geese in 2008,” Szyman-
ski said. “But geese could not 
tolerate the severe weather last 
winter, thus the dramatic drop 
in numbers.”

From 1998 to 2004, the number 
of Canada geese on the river dur-
ing the midwinter survey was 
between 2,000 and 89,000. Prior to 
1998, the count was rarely more 
than 10,000.

Szymanski said it takes years 
for geese to establish a migra-
tory pattern, and that’s why it 
may take several more years of 
favorable staging conditions be-
fore the record high numbers of 
the mid-to-late 2000s are reached 
again. “It’s really important for 
those birds to maintain a posi-
tive energy balance,” he added. 
“Otherwise, we may not regain 
the numbers of geese we had 
several years ago.”

 Hunters Asked to 
Participate in Post-

Season Surveys
North Dakota hunters receiving 

a questionnaire are encouraged to 
complete the survey and return 
it to the state Game and Fish De-
partment.


