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Game and Fish Pays 
$434,000 in Property 

Taxes
The North Dakota Game and 

Fish Department recently paid 
$434,595 in taxes to counties in 
which the department owns or 
leases land. The 2009 in-lieu-of-
tax payments are the same as 
property taxes paid by private 
landowners.

The Game and Fish Department 
manages more than 200,000 acres 
for wildlife habitat and public 
hunting in 50 counties. The de-
partment does not own or man-
age any land in Traill or Renville 
counties.

Following is a list of counties 
and the tax payments they re-
ceived: Adams, 138.22; Grant, 
765.49; Ramsey, 1,368.41; Barnes, 
3,910.03; Griggs, 318.10; Ran-
som, 1,166.55; Benson, 2,581.81; 
Hettinger, 2,844.91; Richland, 
14,099.64; Bottineau, 3,520.49; Kid-
der, 9,452.67; Rolette, 17,457.83; 
Bowman, 1,551.18; LaMoure, 
6,022.68; Sargent, 12,366.20; Burke, 
636.68; Logan, 1,208.89; Sheridan, 
54,227.49; Burleigh, 29,043.80; 
McHenry,  1 ,550.10 ;  S ioux, 
363.61; Cass, 5,456.51; McIntosh, 
6,008.13; Slope, 1,484.94; Cavalier, 
23,666.50; McKenzie, 24,289.65; 
Stark, 239.64; Dickey, 13,327.40; 
McLean,  42,543.36;  Steele , 
7,854.78; Divide, 3,003.32; Mer-
cer, 11,445.57; Stutsman, 6,081.63; 
Dunn, 6,960.95; Morton, 15,561.11; 
Towner, 1,738.30; Eddy, 3,151.26; 
Mountrail, 10,894.90; Walsh, 
8,131.44; Emmons, 2,755.93; Nel-
son, 4,423.37; Ward, 76.11; Foster, 
2,400.00; Oliver, 2,458.78; Wells, 
34,712.13; Golden Valley, 178.77; 
Pembina, 14,460.09; Williams, 
4,952.67; Grand Forks, 9,985.47; 
Pierce, 1,758.47 

Sharp-tailed Grouse 
Observation Blinds to 

Open
Several national wildlife refuges 

and a state wildlife management 
area will offer sharp-tailed grouse 
observation blinds for public use 
this spring. The blinds are popu-
lar with wildlife photographers 
and others interested in watching 
the spring courtship rituals of 
sharp-tailed grouse.

Grouse blinds typically receive 
widespread interest and are avail-
able by reservation only. Those 
locations offering blinds usually 
start taking reservations for late 
March or early April, weather 
permitting. Peak grouse dancing 
activity usually occurs from mid-
April into early May.

The North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department has an obser-
vation blind at Lonetree Wildlife 
Management Area southwest of 
Harvey. Call (701) 324-2211 for 
reservations.

Contact the following national 
wildlife refuges for information 
and availability on blind reserva-
tions:

    * Lostwood National Wildlife 
Refuge, Kenmare, (701) 848-
2722.

    * Des Lacs National Wildlife 
Refuge, Kenmare, (701) 385-
4046.

    * Long Lake National Wildlife 
Refuge, Moffit, (701) 387-4397.

    * Arrowwood National Wild-
life Refuge, Pingree, (701) 285-
3341.

    * Upper Souris National 
Wildlife Refuge, Berthold, (701) 
468-5467.

    * J. Clark Salyer National 
Wildlife Refuge, Upham, (701) 
768-2548.

Spring Light Goose 
Seasons Opens Feb. 20
North Dakota’s spring 

light goose season 
officially opens Feb. 20, 
but hunters shouldn’t 

expect to see geese 
migrate through anytime 

soon.
North Dakota’s annual spring 

season opens in February in case 
weather conditions allow for an 
early arrival. Availability of food 
and open water dictate when 
snow geese arrive in the state. 
Early migrants generally start 
showing up in the southeast part 
of the state in mid-to-late March, 
but huntable numbers usually 
aren’t around until the end of 
March or early April. Movements 
through the state largely depend 
on available roosting areas and 
the extent of the snow line.

Residents can hunt during the 
spring season by having last fall’s 
2009-10 bird licenses. Otherwise, 
hunters will need to purchase 
either a 2010-11 combination 
license; or a small game, and 
general game and habitat license. 
Licenses are available from the 
North Dakota Game and Fish 
Department’s Bismarck office, the 
department’s website at gf.nd.
gov, or by calling (800) 406-6409.

Hunters must obtain a new 
Harvest Information Program 
registration number before ven-
turing out into the field. Those 
purchasing a license are able to 
register with the HIP at that time. 
Otherwise, hunters should call 
(888) 634-4798. The HIP number 
is good for the fall season as well, 
so spring hunters should save it 
to record on their fall license.


