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habitats it has caused. The use 
of methods to increase harvest 
has resulted in more than a mil-
lion snow geese being harvested 
annually since 1998, with nearly 
1.5 million taken in 1999. It is esti-
mated that 1.4 million snow geese 
would have to be harvested annu-
ally to reduce the population.

There are no bag or possession 
limits during the conservation 
action and hunters may shoot 
30 minutes before sunrise to 30 
minutes after sunset. Hunters 
may use unplugged shotguns 
and electronic calls during the 
conservation action.

Hunting is allowed statewide 
except for several state wildlife 
management areas and federal 
waterfowl production areas in the 
Rainwater Basin region of central 
Nebraska.

In Zones 1 and 2, hunting will 
be allowed only on Saturday, Sun-
day, Wednesday and Thursday. 
Beginning March 24, hunting will 
be allowed seven days a week.

In Zone 1, it is illegal to hunt 
within a half-mile of the outer 
channel of the Platte River be-
tween U.S. Highway 281 and Ne-
braska Highway 14. In Zone 2, it 
is illegal to hunt light geese with-
in a half-mile of the outer channel 
of the Platte River between Feb. 
8 and March 10. The no-hunting 
area expands to 3 miles (changed 
from 5) between March 11 and 
April 1 to provide protection for 
endangered whooping cranes.

Conservation action hunters 
age 16 and older are required to 
have a Nebraska hunt permit, Ne-
braska Habitat Stamp, Nebraska 
Waterfowl Stamp, Federal Migra-
tory Bird Stamp, and a Harvest 
Information Program number.
Permits may be purchased at 
OutdoorNebraska.org. 

North Dakota
Sage Grouse Counts 

remain Low
Results from North Dakota’s 

spring sage grouse survey in-
dicate the number of strutting 
males observed remains well 
below management objectives. 
Therefore, the sage grouse hunt-
ing season will remain closed in 
2010.

Aaron Robinson, North Dakota 
Game and Fish Department up-
land game bird biologist, said a 
record low 66 males were counted 
on 15 active strutting grounds. 
Last year, 69 males were counted 
on 17 active leks in the south-
west.

“A big increase in the popula-
tion was not expected due to last 
year’s wet spring, including the 
snowfall we received in June,” 
Robinson said.

The number of males counted on 
leks each spring has gradually de-
clined since 2000. In 2008, spring 
counts dropped dramatically 
throughout North Dakota’s sage 
grouse range. The specific cause 
of the decline was unknown, but 
West Nile virus was suspected. 
There is no indication that hunt-
ing has caused a decline in the 
population.

“Our numbers are holding 
consistent,” Robinson said. “One 
thing is clear we have not taken 
another big hit by West Nile 
which hopefully indicates some 
resistance.”

Management of sage grouse 
in North Dakota has followed a 
specific plan developed by a di-
verse group of participants. The 
plan outlines hunting harvest 
objectives for the species with a 
recommendation that the hunting 
season close if the spring census 

indicates fewer than 100 males in 
the population. When the spring 
breeding population increases 
above 100 males, Game and Fish 
Department biologists will rec-
ommend the season reopen.

Sage grouse are North Dakota’s 
largest native upland game bird. 
They are found in extreme south-
western North Dakota, primarily 
in Bowman and Slope counties.

hunting Guide and 
Outfitter Test Set for May 

8
Individuals interested in taking 

the guide and outfitter written 
exam are reminded to preregis-
ter by calling the North Dakota 
Game and Fish Department at 
328-6604.

The test is scheduled for Satur-
day, May 8 at 1 p.m. at the depart-
ment’s main office in Bismarck. 
The test is given periodically to 
anyone interested in becoming a 
hunting guide or outfitter in the 
state.

In addition to passing a written 
exam, qualifications for becoming 
a guide include a background 
check for criminal and game and 
fish violations, certification in 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
and standard first aid, and em-
ployment by or contract with a 
licensed hunting outfitter.

Hunting outfitter eligibility 
requirements include the guide 
qualifications. In addition, a po-
tential outfitter must have held 
a hunting guide license for two 
years and have proof of liability 
insurance. 


