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– loss of suitable habitat,” said 
Rick Jacobson, Acting Director 
for the DEP Wildlife Division. 
The Department has published 
a brochure, “Do Not Feed Water-
fowl,” that outlines the potential 
hazards of feeding waterfowl. It 
is available on the Department’s 
Web site at www.ct.gov/dep/lib/
dep/wildlife/pdf_files/game/
NoFeedWF.pdf.

The scaup count was well below 
that of last year and continued 
to be lower than the historical 
wintering numbers for Con-
necticut. Declines in scaup num-
bers throughout North America 
continue to be of concern for 
biologists nationwide. Habitat 
changes on the breeding grounds 
may be a factor in the long-term 
decline of scaup. Mergansers 
were abundant but below levels 
observed last year and just under 
the five-year average. The counts 
for common goldeneyes also 
were less than last year. Counts 
for buffleheads and long-tailed 
ducks were above those from last 
year and slightly above their five-
year averages.

Species    2010   2009   Five-year Avg.
Atlantic Brant 1,000  1,700  1,400
Black Duck  3,200  2,900  2,000
Bufflehead   1,100  700  900
Canada Goose  4,800  3,500  3,300
Canvasback    0  100  100
Mallard   2,500  1,400  1,100
Merganser   900  1,800  1,100
Mute Swan   700  700  800
Old Squaw   200  100  100
Common goldeneye 400  800  800
Scaup   800  1,900  2,200
* rounded to nearest hundred

Atlantic brant numbers were 
lower than last year and below 
the recent average. Canada goose 
counts were high for this survey 
and the highest recorded in a 
decade.

 Connecticut Midwinter Water-
fowl Survey Results for Major 
Species*

Iowa
Trumpeter Swan Shot in 

woodbury County
Public assistance is being sought 

in the investigation of a trumpeter 
swan shot and killed over the past 
weekend in Woodbury County.

Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) officers are 
investigating the shooting death 
of a trumpeter swan that was 
found Sunday in the backwaters 
of the Little Sioux River near Oto. 
The swan had a single rifle shot 
through its neck. It is illegal to 
shoot swans.

The DNR has been releasing 
captive produced young swans 
on state wetlands since 1995 with 
a goal to reestablish a wild, free 
flying population of trumpeter 

swans to Iowa. So far, the pro-
gram has been successful to the 
point that a new modern-day re-
cord of 40 successful nesting pairs 
of trumpeter swans was recorded 
during 2009.

Anyone with information re-
garding this incident is asked to 
call DNR Conservation Officers 
Stacey Sisco at 712-301-6735 or 
Steven Griebel at 712-301-4009 or 
the TIP (Turn in Poachers) hotline 
at 800-532-2020.

Quail Forever awards 
Local Hunter $100 Prize 
for assisting wildlife 
Bureau with Survey

The Iowa Department of Natu-
ral Resources is studying small 
game populations and harvest on 
public wildlife areas in southern 
Iowa to learn more about hunter 
use and harvest on the areas. This 
is the second year of the study.

Quail Forever supports any 
research aimed to guide better 
management and sustainability 
of the native bird and offered a 
$100 prize to a hunter who chose 
to participate in the survey.

Nearly 100 hunters were sur-
veyed about their small game 
experience, which includes quail, 
pheasant, rabbit and squirrel. The 
survey was designed to measure 
the harvest during the season 
and timing of when the harvest 
occurred.

“We are investigating one of 
the many factors involved with 
upland game management,” 
said Mark McInroy, upland game 
research technician with the 
DNR. “We know hunter harvest 
is rarely a cause of population 
declines, but on small, local scale 
and under certain circumstances, 
hunters can indeed over-harvest 
game even within the confines of 


