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State News

AlAbAmA 
Prescribed burns 

Planned for Wind Creek 
State Park

State parks personnel will be 
conducting several prescribed 
burns along State Highway 128 
within Wind Creek State Park 
from mid-February to mid-March 
as part of a Piedmont longleaf 
ecosystem restoration project. 
This project will be following ap-
proved burn plans and permits 
from the Alabama Forestry Com-
mission and the Alexander City 
Fire Department.

Prescribed fire is a safe way 
to apply a natural process that 
benefits various habits, reduces 
wildfire risk and ensures ecosys-
tem health. Wildlife habitat and 
animals such as deer, turkeys, 
and quail flourish in areas that are 
maintained with prescribed fire. 
Some rare animals such as the 
red-cockaded woodpecker and 
the gopher tortoise require fire-
adapted habitats to survive.

Recently Gov. Bob Riley desig-
nated February 2010 as Prescribed 
Fire Awareness Month. The offi-
cial proclamation encourages all 
Alabamians to learn about the 
importance of prescribed burn-
ing to the stewardship of our 
natural resources and its role in 
the protection of our citizens from 
wildfires.

The Alabama Department of 
Conservation and Natural Re-
sources promotes wise steward-
ship, management and enjoyment 
of Alabama’s natural resources 

through five divisions: Marine 
Police, Marine Resources, State 
Lands, State Parks, and Wildlife 
and Freshwater Fisheries. To 
learn more about ADCNR, visit 
www.outdooralabama.com .

ArkANSAS
Commission sets 

hunting seasons in 
Arkansas

Commissioners from the Arkan-
sas Game and Fish Commission 
today formally approved regula-
tion changes as part of the 2010-11 
hunting season-setting process. 
One change would allow hunters, 
65 and older, to participate in the 
January portion of the statewide 
youth season.

The 2008-09 season was the first 
season that hunters 65 and over 
were allowed to harvest a deer 
when accompanying a youth 
hunter during the November 
youth season. After examin-
ing the harvest data, less than 
5 percent of the harvest during 
the two-day youth season was 
attributed to 65+ hunters. The 
move will simplify deer hunting 
regulations, while providing ad-
ditional hunting opportunities 
without negatively affecting the 
resource.

CoNNeCtiCut 
2010 midwinter 

Waterfowl Survey 
results

The Connecticut Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) 
conducted the annual Midwinter 
Waterfowl Survey on January 4, 
2010. The survey is conducted 

throughout the Atlantic Fly-
way, and is used as an index of 
long-term wintering waterfowl 
trends. The Atlantic Flyway is a 
bird migration route that gener-
ally follows the Atlantic Coast of 
North America and the Appala-
chian Mountains. The states and 
Canadian provinces that make up 
the Atlantic Flyway all participate 
in the survey. In Connecticut, the 
survey is conducted from a heli-
copter and a census is obtained 
from the coast, the three major 
river systems, and selected inland 
lakes and reservoirs.

Survey conditions for the 2010 
Midwinter Waterfowl Survey 
were excellent. Prolonged cold 
weather in the weeks prior to 
the survey resulted in many of 
the inland lakes and ponds being 
frozen. When inland water areas 
freeze, waterfowl concentrate 
along the coast and on the major 
river systems. Clear skies and 
moderate winds on the day of the 
survey led to unlimited visibility 
and good flying conditions.

Counts of all puddle ducks were 
above their short-term (5-year) 
averages. The mallard count 
was the highest in over 15 years, 
as was the count for American 
black ducks. American wigeon 
and gadwall counts also were 
above their respective five-year 
averages. Following a recent 
trend, however, most puddle 
ducks were observed in urban 
sanctuaries, often associated with 
supplemental feeding activities. 
“The Department discourages 
citizens from feeding waterfowl 
for a number of reasons, includ-
ing increased risk of disease 
transmission, potential for poor 
nutrition, and a clouding of the 
real issue facing waterfowl and 
wildlife in general in Connecticut 


