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well, coming in at the 2nd spot.

* South Florida loves its Ger-
man Shepherd Dog. The breed 
ranks first in West Palm Beach as 
well as Miami, where it has held 
the top spot since 2002, the first 
year the American Kennel Club 
started tracking city registration 
statistics.

* Providence is the only U.S. 
city where the Labrador Retriever 
does not factor into the Top 5. De-
spite ranking second in 2008, the 
breed dropped off the list, making 
room for the German Shepherd in 
first place, along with the York-
shire Terrier, Golden Retriever, 
Boxer and Poodle.

* Unusual breeds on local top 
five lists include the Bull Terrier 
(1st in Newark), the Mastiff (4th 
in Des Moines), the Miniature 
Pinscher and Shetland Sheepdog 
(3rd and 5th, respectively, in Rich-
mond) and the Chihuahua (3rd in 
Honolulu).

PET PREFERENCES: 1999– 
2009

Some of the most notable 
recent trends in the past decade 
include:

* The most popular pets with 
the biggest increase in rankings 
over the last decade included the 
Bulldog (from 21st to 7th); French 
Bulldog (from 73rd to 24th); Cava-
lier King Charles Spaniel (from 
58th to 25th) and the making the 
largest leap the Havanese (from 
92nd to 32nd).

* Working K-9 breeds favored 
by law enforcement and the mili-
tary have shown modest gains 
as pets including the Belgian 
Malinois (from 95th to 81st), the 
Border Collie (from 71st to 52nd) 
Bloodhound (from 51st to 43rd), 

and the Doberman Pinscher which 
served heroically with the U.S. 
Military during WWII (from 23rd 
to 15th).

* A trend toward easy-to-
groom breeds is seen with the rise 
of the Mastiff (from 39th to 27th) 
and the Rhodesian Ridgeback 
(from 56th to 48th) as well as the 
decline of higher maintenance 
breeds such as the corded breeds 
the Komondor (from 132nd to 
154th) and the Puli (from 123rd 
to 149th) and on the Irish Terrier 
(from 108th to 132nd) and Sealy-
ham Terrier (from 138th to 157th) 
which require hand-stripping.

* Among rare breeds on the 
decline are the Curly-Coated 
Retriever (from 114th to 142nd), 
the Sussex Spaniel (from 135th to 
159th) and the Irish Water Spaniel 
(from 130th to 150th).

* Even before the Obama fam-
ily selected the Portuguese Water 
Dog it was on the rise in popularity 
ranked 80th a decade ago to 60th 
currently. However, it did make a 
jump from 64th a year ago when 
all the interest in this mid-sized, 
hypoallergenic breed began.

Dog lovers can see and learn 
more about all of their favorite 
breeds on Saturday, February 6, 
2010, when the AKC/Eukanuba 
National Championship – where 
the country’s top dogs compete 
for $225,000 in prize money and 
the title of “National Champion” 
– airs on Animal Planet and the 
Discovery Channel, 8-11 p.m. (ET/
PT). You can also catch the AKC 
Humane Fund Awards for Ca-
nine Excellence honorees, which 
include the Golden Retriever 
“Robin” in the Law Enforcement 
category.

2010 Obedience 
Regulations at a 

Glance
Effective January 1, 2010

Obedience Clubs will have the 
option of holding two all-breed 
obedience trials concurrently at 
the same site on the same day. This 
changed from clubs only being 
able to offer two trials of the same 
event type consecutively.

Trial Secretaries and Superin-
tendents are now allowed to move 
a dog that has been entered in an 
“A” class for which it is not eligible 
to the “B” class at the same level.

Obedience Advanced Team-
work is now a new non-regular 
class.

(The non-regular classes can 
be judged by any person who has 
trained a dog to the Utility Dog 
title and has been approved to 
judge non-regular classes. A pro-
visional judge may be willing to 
judge the non-regular classes for 
the experience.)

Effective April 1, 2010

Mixed Breeds. Any club eli-
gible to hold all-breed obedience 
trials may open their trial to dogs 
listed with AKC Canine Partners 
at their option.

Effective July 1, 2010

Beginner Novice Optional 
Titling Class. This class is a transi-
tion between Rally and Obedience, 
combining elements from both 
sports.

An insert to the current regula-
tions is available to download.

In 2009 the Companion Events 
Department introduced a new 
regulation promoting the limiting 
of entries based on judging hours 


