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News From The AKC

American Kennel 
Club Announces 

Most Popular Dogs 
-- Labrador Retriever Remains 

America’s Most Popular Dog as

German Shepherd Makes A 
Move For The Top Spot --

-- Breeds That Help Keep Us 
Safe Dominate the Top 5 --

For the 19th consecutive year, 
the Labrador Retriever is the most 
popular purebred dog in America, 
but could this be the last year for 
the Lab’s reign?

According to American Kennel 
Club® (AKC) 2009 registration 
statistics released today during a 
press conference at Grand Central 
Terminal in New York City, the 
German Shepherd Dog overtook 
the Yorkshire Terrier last year and 
is now ranked second most popu-
lar in the nation for the first time 
in more than three decades.

An American favorite since the 
time of Rin Tin Tin, the German 
Shepherd Dog became the number 
one breed of the 1920s, but then 
slipped in popularity until after 
World War II.

“Labs have been America’s 
top dog for nearly two decades 
due to their loyal and gentle na-
ture,” said AKC Spokesperson 
Lisa Peterson. “But the German 
Shepherd Dog has gained ground 
recently, quite possibly due to the 
increased attention they receive 
for their security efforts at home 
and abroad. Hailed as the world’s 
leading police, guard and military 

dog, this energetic and fun-loving 
breed is a loyal family pet, ideal 
companion and dependable K-9 
partner when duty calls.”

2009 Most Popular Dogs in 
the U.S.

1. Labrador Retriever

2. German Shepherd Dog

3. Yorkshire Terrier

4. Golden Retriever

5. Beagle

6. Boxer

7. Bulldog

8. Dachshund

9. Poodle

10. Shih Tzu

WORKING K-9s “SNIFF OUT” 
THE TOP 10

The German Shepherd Dog 
isn’t the only breed Americans will 
spot at the airport or train termi-
nal when they travel – Labradors, 
Golden Retrievers and Beagles 
work throughout the country to 
keep the homeland safe. These 
breeds are used by law enforce-
ment military and homeland 
security personnel for a variety of 
tasks ranging from border patrol, 
bomb and narcotics detection, to 
searching for missing persons and 
tracking down fugitives.

These four breeds were devel-
oped for various forms of hunting 
or herding, but the traits that made 
them so effective at these jobs, 

such as strong scenting ability of 
the Beagle, the eager-to-please at-
titude of the Golden Retriever and 
Labrador, and the bold nature of 
the German Shepherd, make them 
effective in their careers today.

“Despite advances in secu-
rity technology, the canine and its 
unique abilities remain a valued 
resource for the military and law 
enforcement agencies that work to 
keep us safe,” said Peterson. “The 
loyalty, intelligence and hard-
working nature which make these 
breeds desirable as K-9 partners 
in the field also contribute to their 
status as valuable companions in 
the hearts of dog owners around 
the nation.”

PET PREFERENCES: FIFTY 
OF THE LARGEST CITIES

Top trends in 50 large cities in 
the U.S. include:

* The ever-popular Lab is 
slowly losing ground in some 
towns – more U.S. cities featured a 
breed other than the Labrador Re-
triever in its top spot this year than 
in 2008. The breeds responsible 
for ousting the 19 year national 
favorite? The German Shepherd 
ranked first in Columbus, De-
troit, Honolulu, Memphis, Miami 
Providence and West Palm Beach; 
the Yorkshire Terrier triumphed in 
Oakland, Tampa, NYC, and Phila-
delphia; the Bulldog rose to the top 
in L.A.; and the Bull Terrier was a 
favorite in Newark, NJ.

* The Bulldog is a favorite in 
California, perhaps due to celeb 
owners such as Adam Sandler, 
Kelly Osborne and John Legend. 
The breed reached the top spot in 
Los Angeles, the only city where 
it currently reigns as number 
one. The wrinkled pooch nearly 
reached the top in San Diego as 


