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“The AVMA is concerned 
about the vast amount of misinfor-
mation about pet health that can 
be found on the Internet,” explains 
Dr. Larry R. Corry, president of 
the AVMA. “Through this col-
laboration with an established and 
respected resource, we hope to 
give pet owners an opportunity to 
get accurate, sound advice about 
animals in general and, more spe-
cifically, about their pets.”

More than 20 veterinary Guest 
Experts are involved in the Healthy 
Pets Exchange to date. The Guest 
Experts encourage discussion and 
help owners ask the right ques-
tions of their pet’s veterinarian to 
open a dialogue that can lead to 
the most appropriate diagnosis 
and treatments for their pets.

“The Pet Health Exchange will 
help pet owners keep up to date on 
pet information about their pet’s 
health, so they can provide the 
very best care for their animals,” 
says Dr. Corry. “But no online 
community, no matter how well 
it is done, can ever be a substitute 
for the relationship between vet-
erinarians and their clients.”

The link to the new Pet Health 
Exchange is on the upper right on 
the www.webmd.com, and you 
can also visit the new WebMD 
Health Pet Exchange directly at 
http://exchanges.webmd.com/
pet-health-exchange. For any 
other information about veteri-
nary medicine, please visit www.
avma.org.

Food safety in 
America

Americans are more concerned 
than ever about the safety of their 
food. Recent events in the news—
including deadly chemicals con-
taminating pet foods, eggs, milk 
and even candy—have heightened 
those concerns. But food safety 
isn’t a simple task, or even a single 
task. It is a monumental endeavor 
comprised of a number of different 
jobs that must be completed cor-
rectly to ensure the safety of food. 
It requires that there be enough 
veterinarians in the field to keep 
food animals healthy and working 
as food safety inspectors—there 
are shortages in both areas. Also, 
it requires information from FAR-
AD—a database that helps vet-
erinarians keep drugs and other 
contaminants out of the nation’s 
food supply—which is currently 
shutting down because the federal 
government has failed to continue 
funding for it. Food safety is a con-
cern today, but if it doesn’t receive 
the attention it deserves, it could 
be a true crisis tomorrow. Contact: 
Tom McPheron, (847) 285-6781

Breaking up the party
Bacteria, it appears, are happi-

est in groups – very large groups. 
Scientists have known for decades 
that bacteria like to form biofilms, 
consisting of millions of their germ 
friends, to increase their ability to 
cause infection and disease, and 
boost their resistance to antibiot-
ics. A new discovery at the Cornell 
University College of Veterinary 
Medicine, however, may help pre-
vent the bacteria from hooking up. 
After identifying the protein that 
helps the bacteria send signals to 
start biofilm formation, the Cor-
nell researchers are now focusing 

on finding ways to disrupt the 
biofilm process, thereby provid-
ing a major tool to combat gastric 
diseases such as cholera. For more 
information, contact Stephanie 
Specchio at 607-253-3369 or sas6@
cornell.edu

Cutting both ways
Millions of people in both the 

developing and developed world 
may benefit from new immune-
system research findings from the 
University of Pennsylvania School 
of Veterinary Medicine. The Penn 
Vet researchers, studying how the 
immune system operates, have 
discovered a previously unidenti-
fied cell population that may be the 
body’s double-edge sword, fight-
ing off parasitic infections but at 
the same time causing the harmful 
immune responses that can lead to 
allergies and asthma. The research, 
which may aid in the development 
of new drugs, could benefit two 
patient populations: Those in de-
veloping countries still wrestling 
with parasitic worm infections 
and those in more industrialized 
environments where parasites are 
less prevalent but where immune 
responses can rum amok, leading 
to a higher incidence of allergies 
and asthma. For more information, 
contact Kelly Stratton at 215-898-
1475 or skell@vet.upenn.edu


