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the cake. I mainly come out here 
to watch.”

Like most Old Timers, Infante 
is quick to reminisce. One of his 
very first hunting companions, 
he recalls, was a Dalmatian coach 
dog. Best known today as a sym-
bolic firehouse mascot, Dalma-
tians are, in fact, closely related 
to the English pointer and was 
still widely regarded as a hunt-
ing breed during the early 1940s. 
Infante’s Dalmatian was no excep-
tion, effectively pointing pheas-
ants in the uplands and eagerly 
swimming and retrieving ducks 
from the marsh.

“When I was young, we’d go 
all over the place hunting ducks, 
and I’d wade clear from one end 
of the marsh to the other,” says 
Infante. “I was a young buck back 
then, and I could easily handle all 
that mud and all that wading.

“When I was a kid, I mostly 
hunted with my cousins and we 
had some really great duck hunt-
ing then,” he added. “Today, I still 
hunt with my cousin, Joe Herrera, 
who is 73. Sometimes, I just go by 
myself.

“I’ve always hunted ducks and 
geese and I guess you could say 

that I’ve tried it all,” says Infante. 
“I’ve done pass shooting, jump 
shooting, hunting with decoys 
--- all that stuff. But what I like 
best these days is getting out on 
the marsh in a duck boat. For me, 
that’s the best way to hunt.”

Although Infante has success-
fully hunted a variety of water-
fowl species and loves them all, he 
admits to the mallard duck being 
his easy favorite.

“I’ve hunted them in snow-
storms and have even set my 
decoys on the ice,” says Infante. “I 
love to see the flocks come in, land 
in the decoys, and then go sliding 
across the ice on their tails.”


