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According to MDC, this year’s state-

wide average roadside index of 1.8 quail 
per route is slightly above last year’s in-
dex of 1.7. An average of 0.3 pheasants 
were recorded per route, unchanged 
from last year. 

“Hunters can expect to find a similar 
number of quail as last year, except for 
the Northeast Riverbreaks and Western 
Prairie regions where numbers were 
down notably,” said MDC Small Game 
Coordinator David Hoover.

Hoover added that opportunities to 
hunt pheasants are much more limited, 
but northern portions of the Northwest 
Prairie and Northern Riverbreaks re-
gions showed the best numbers this 
year.   

“The amount of quality habitat is the 
most important factor for maintaining 
quail and pheasant populations, but 
weather also plays a very important, 

and often unpredictable, role,” said 
Hoover. “This year’s better-than-expect-
ed production highlighted this com-
plicated relationship. The wetter-than-
normal conditions this spring and early 
summer likely benefited birds in areas 
with good habitat due to the unusually 
high number of crop field acres that did 
not get planted and were left fallow for 
much of the summer. While not good 
for farmers, it was good for quail and 
pheasants as it created near ideal brood-
rearing conditions.”

He added that hunters focusing on the 
best available habitat should find birds 

even in regions with lower bird counts.
“To find birds, hunters should key in 

on areas with an abundance of diverse 
native grasslands or CRP (Conservation 
Reserve Program), shrubby cover, and 
some cropland nearby,” he said.

Hunting season for quail and pheas-
ants is Nov. 1 through Jan. 15, 2020. The 
daily bag limit for quail is eight with 

bines Farm Bill funds with state hunt-
ing license dollars. The program works 
with landowners to manage CRP in a 
wildlife-friendly way that provides im-
portant cover for Montana’s game birds. 
Conservation-incentive programs like 
Open Fields are geared to help land-
owners keep some land enrolled in CRP 
and to provide public game bird hunt-
ing opportunities.

Interested hunters can find the loca-
tions of Open Fields and other UGBHEP 
projects in the annual Montana Upland 
Game Bird Guide Enhancement Pro-
gram Access or through the “hunt plan-
ner” on the FWP website.

In addition, the Block Management 
Access guides are another great resource 
to find places to hunt for upland birds.

Nebraska
Upland bird opportunities 

await Nebraska hunters 
this fall

Another fall of diverse upland bird 
hunting opportunities awaits Nebraska 
hunters.

MarketPlace
BOYKIN SPANIELS

J & L BOYKIN SPANIELS: For informa-
tion on upcoming litters, stud service, 
training or just want to talk about the 
“little brown dogs” just call Jan  or Larry 
Hinchman, Hammond, WI 715-796-5251 

www.Bdarn.com/jl
Careys Boykin : Carey Knowles, 
McRae, GA 229-868-8382 
www.careysboykinandbrittanyspaniels.weebly.
com

BRITTANYS
Careys BRITTANyS : Carey Knowles, 
McRae, GA 229-868-8382 
www.careysboykinandbrittanyspaniels.weebly.
com

ENGLISH SETTERS
DeCOVERLY KENNEL:  
Factoryville, PA 717-378-3357

www.decoverlykennels.com

English Springer 
Spaniel

Flush ‘em High Kennel: See our 
display adv on page 2. Jim O’Shea, 
Glendive, MT 717-673-0664

www.flushemhigh.com

GERMAN SHORTHAIRED  
POINTERS

Thunderhead GSPs: Ron & Debbie 
Stott, Kewaunee, WI 920-265-5375

www.thunderheadgsps.com

German WIREHAIRED 
POINTERS

GET MY POINT KENNELS: John 
Faskell, New London, WI 
920-427-7774

www.getmypointllc.com

LABRADOR 
RETRIEVERS

Bentwood Labrador’s: Two new 
litters Chocolate, Black and Yellow Lab-
rador Retrievers in North Carolina for 
Field Trialing, Hunt Test and Hunting for 
25 years. Jessie and Helen Crisp, Moyock 
NC 252-232-2478

www.Bdarn.com/bentwood
OBX Chocolate Heaven: Tim War-
ren, Jarvisburg, NC 252-619-1921

www.obxchocolateheaven.com
Rolida kennels: Dave Dahlberg 
Wheatridge CO 303-810-7404

www.rolida.com

Llewellin Setters
Buffalo Kennels: Llewellin setter 
pups, DNA certified, FDSB Registered, 5 
weeks, natural hunters & pointers - The 
perfect combo breed. (i.e. they love to 
hunt/love people). Ken Barnes, Lenoir, 
NC 828-758-9890

www.Bdarn.com/buffalo
RED/IRISH SETTERS

Brophys Irish Setters: Ruff Fam-
ily, 815-895-9727 Sycamore, IL

www.brophysirishsetters.com

VIZSLAS
Busch Kennels: Jim and Linda 
Busch, Home of DC AFC Askim, Win-
nebago, IL 815-335-7673

www.buschvizslas.com

Weimaraner
Boonieland Kennels: Linda Wag-
ner, Ogema, WI, 715-360-6449

www.boonielandkennels.com

BIRDS

Indian Lake Game Birds; We 
specialize in: Hungarian Partridge, 
Chukar Partridge and Bobwhite 
Quail & pheasants to release on 
your own property. Mike & Chris-
tine, Winthrop, MN 507-647-3928

www.indianlakegamebirds.com

Woodland Acre Hatchery: 
Jared Anderson at 507-236-3618, 
Fairmont, MN

www.Bdarn.com/woodland

Books
Gun Dog Supply: Starkville, MS 
800-624-6378

www.gundogsupply.com

Collars
Collar Clinic: See our Display 
Adv on Page 9. 1-800-430-2010 

www.CollarClinic.com
Gun Dog Supply: Starkville, MS 
800-624-6378

www.gundogsupply.com
Lion Country Supply: 800-
662-5202, Port Matilda, PA

www.lcsupply.com 

Food
Happy Jack Dog Food: See our 
display adv on page 13.

www.HappyJackInc.com 

Guns

Lion Country Supply: 800-662-
5202, Port Matilda, PA

www.lcsupply.com
ROBERT LOUIS COMPANY, INC: 
See our display adv on page 11, 
800-979-9156        

www.RobertLouisCo.com

HUNTS 
A&D Zoss Family Hunts: See 
our display adv on page 5. Adolf 
& Dotty Zoss, Letcher, SD 605-248-
2541

www.ADZoss.com
Battenkill Lodge: See our dis-
play adv on page 16, 516-671-7690. 

www.BattenkillLodge.com

Caribou Gun Club: LeSuer, 
MN 507-665-3796

www.caribougunclub.com

GRANT’S KENNEBAGO CAMPS 
INC: See our display adv on page 8, 
800-633-4815 

www..GrantsCamps.com

QUAIL - CHUKAR CHICKS
Quail-52¢ Chukar-92¢ (with a 1000 order) 

DELP’S GAMEBIRD HATCHERY
1398 Hunters Grove Rd, Brookville, PA 15825 

(814) 849-3430

Chicks shipped anywhere in U.S.A. Guaranteed live delivery.  
Write or call for price list and ordering instructions. 

www.Bdarn.com/delps

www.oakwoodgamefarm.com

Mike Hack
Owner & Operator

5520 Lynn Hill Rd
Nekoosa, WI 54457

715-570-1013

www.cranberrycreekgamebirds.com

The Southwest and Panhandle re-
gions will provide the best hunting op-
portunities for pheasants, with more 
publicly accessible lands – primarily 
Open Fields and Waters – available in 
the Southwest, according to the Ne-
braska Game and Parks Commission’s 
2019 Upland Gamebird Hunting Out-
look.

Overwinter survival was relatively 
high for pheasants this year but the 
cool, wet conditions that persisted into 
May and June likely had a negative im-
pact on nesting success. However, hab-
itat conditions have remained good to 
excellent and brood survival should be 
relatively high for those that success-
fully hatched. The statewide pheasant 
index from the 2019 July Rural Mail 
Carrier Survey was 14% lower com-
pared to 2018.

The Outlook is based on spring and 
summer upland game surveys and 
conditions reported by biologists. Re-
gional habitat trends and weather con-
ditions that could impact populations 
are considered.

The best quail hunting opportuni-

ties will be found in the Republican, 
Southeast and East Central regions, 
but hunters should expect to find 
lower densities compared to recent 
years. Bobwhites experienced de-
clines in most regions and statewide 
indices from two surveys were 21-
37% lower compared to 2018. How-
ever, bobwhites are prolific breeders 
and have the ability to repopulate 
areas very quickly where suitable 
habitat exists.

The highest densities of prairie 
grouse are found in the Sandhills 
region, which also offers an abun-
dance of publicly accessible lands. 
Spring lek counts were generally 
lower compared to recent years, but 
hunters should still find good grouse 
numbers and plenty of cover to walk 
this fall. The Sandhills remain the 
most popular destination for prairie 
grouse hunters but other public ac-
cess opportunities in the Southwest 
and Panhandle regions should not 
be overlooked.

The Commission reminds hunt-
ers that surveys provide a broad 
assessment of upland game species 

a possession limit of 16. Daily bag 
limit for pheasant is two male pheas-
ants with a possession limit of 4. Get 
more information from MDC online 
at https://huntfish.mdc.mo.gov/
hunting-trapping/species, or pick up 
a copy of MDC’s 2019 Missouri Hunt-
ing and Trapping Regulations book-
let, available where permits are sold.

For information on places to hunt 
quail and pheasants on public lands, 
check out MDC’s Small Game Hunt-
ing Prospects online at https://
huntfish.mdc.mo.gov/sites/default/
files/downloads/SmallGameHunt-
ingProspects.pdf.

More on the roadside survey
MDC Resource Scientist Beth Em-

merich manages the August roadside 
survey, which has been conducted 
since 1983.

“It represents the best way we have 
to track quail and pheasant popula-
tions on a statewide basis,” Emm-
erich said. “The survey does a good 
job of tracking large-scale population 
changes and is a good barometer for 
how more localized populations may 
also be doing from year to year.”

She added that 2015 saw the high-
est statewide roadside index in nearly 
a decade.

“That summer was extremely 
wet, resulting in many crop fields in 
northern Missouri left unplanted, and 
most of which developed diverse an-
nual plant cover that persisted well 
into August. This abundance of good 
brood cover led to a very good pro-
duction year for quail, despite the ab-
normally wet summer conditions. We 
had similar conditions this summer, 
but the previous winter had more pe-
riods of prolonged snow cover than 
we’ve had in the past three years.”

Montana
Improving Upland Game 
Bird Habitat and Access

To improve habitat for upland 
game birds, landowners can apply to 
enroll in a variety of cost-share pro-
grams under the Upland Game Bird 
Habitat Enhancement Program (UG-
BHEP) to develop, enhance, and con-
serve Montana’s upland game bird 
habitats. Part of the agreements for 
these programs is that the land in the 

How to participate
Hunters who would like to assist 

with the project will need to collect 
blood on filter paper strips within 
30 minutes of harvest. They will 
also be asked to provide the birds’ 
hearts and few feathers for sex and 
age determination. Collection kits 
will be available for pickup at DNR 
area wildlife offices within ruffed 
grouse range after Labor Day on a 
first-come first-serve basis, and also 
at the regional DNR headquarters in 
Bemidji and Grand Rapids.

Contact information for wildlife 
offices is available at mndnr.gov/
areas/wildlife and hunters are en-
couraged to call before stopping. 
Information can also be found in 
the Hunting Regulations Book. This 
year, the Ruffed Grouse Society is 
offering a shotgun and Pineridge 
Grouse Camp is offering a guided 

hunt as prizes in a drawing for par-
ticipating hunters that submit sam-
ples correctly.

Hunters are also participating 
in sample collection at the Ruffed 
Grouse Society National Hunt in Oc-
tober, Pineridge Grouse Camp, Bow-
en Lodge, Hoot-N-Holler, and the 
Akeley Grouse Hunt. Private hunt-
ing guides and wildlife students at 
participating colleges will also con-
tribute to reaching the desired sam-
ple size of 400 birds.

Return postage and complete in-
structions are included in the kits. 
Samples also can be dropped off at 
Pineridge Grouse Camp near Remer.

More information about ruffed 
grouse management can be found 
on the DNR website. 

Questions about the West Nile 
virus study can be directed to Char-
lotte Roy at 218-328-8876 or char-
lotte.roy@state.mn.us.

Missouri
MDC says quail and 
pheasant numbers 

steady despite rough 
start

With quail and pheasant-hunting 
season starting Nov. 1, the Missouri 
Department of Conservation (MDC) 
advises hunters that quail and pheas-
ant production appears better than 
expected despite harsh conditions 
last winter and flooding this spring.

Each August, MDC conservation 
agents record the numbers of quail 
and pheasants they see while driving 
a 30-mile route – called the roadside 
index. A total of 110 routes are com-
pleted around the state. These num-
bers are then tallied and grouped by 
eight geographic areas of production 
– called zoogeographic regions.

Quail (pictured) and pheasant season starts Nov. 1 with num-
bers about the same as last year. MDC staff advise good hunt-

ing can be found in areas with quality habitat in north and 
west-central portions of the state.

project area remains open to reason-
able public hunting. Generally, up to 
75% of the cost of the landowner’s 
UGBHEP project can be reimbursed.

One of the UGBHEP options to 
secure habitat and provide hunting 
opportunity is the Open Fields pro-
gram. Open Fields started in 2012 
and is a grant program that com-

See no evil, 
hear no evil, 
date no evil.
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