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anywhere, easily take your 
limit and do it on consecu-
tive days. That is far from 
the truth. Though the re-
sults call be outstanding, it 
requires hard work. Access 
to private land is becoming 
more difficult. More and 
more of the land is being 
posted. Being able to take 
“no” for an answer, long 
hours scouting and a good 
sense of direction are keys 
to NoDak success.

On our last day there, we 
found a soybean field that 

held no birds. But it was near 
a large lake that held thou-
sands of mallards. Along a 
hedgerow was a depression 
that held about a fifty-by one-
hundred-yard piece of sheet 
water. Without a doubt, those 
mallards would find their 
way there in the minutes that 
preceded sunset. Setting up 
with a huge spread of full-
body mallards, Canada geese 
and pintails, we sat for two 
and a half hours without see-
ing a bird in the air. Fifteen 
minutes before sunset, a flock 

of a dozen sneaked up on us 
from behind, hooked into the 
wind and suspended over our 
decoys. Eighteen shots rang 
out in rapid succession. There 
were four survivors.

The next twelve minutes 
will forever be etched in my 
mind’s eye. The birds fell 
like rain. There was no stop-
ping these greenheads from 
coming to that little patch 
of sheeted water. The action 
was fast and furious, and we 
continued our barrage as the 
sun dipped past the horizon. 

When the shooting was 
done, the birds continued 
to funnel into the decoys. 
Knowing these were our 
last minutes of our “hunt-
ing dream,” we lay silent 
with guns unloaded drink-
ing beer and watching the 
events unfold over our 
decoys. It was an amaz-
ing sight, one that will be 
remembered long after the 
number of birds bagged 
fades.

I can’t wait to do it again.


