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From the 
Publisher’s Desk

Welcome to the Decem-
ber/January 2016 issue of Bird 
Dog & Retriever News. Thank 
you to all the existing and new 
advertisers and subscribers 
we are growing fast.

This is our post/end of 
the season issue. I hope you 
all had as great of year as we 
have had. Ellen and I had a 
great day in the grouse woods 
a few weeks ago introduc-
ing Josie our new Vizsla pup 
and giving Jersey our rescue 
Vizsla a fun time in front of a 
LOT of birds. In a couple of 
hours we kicked up a dozen 
birds and yes we had a great 
meal of Ruffed Grouse that 
evening. And YES it was on 
public hunting grounds. Proof 
if you get off the trails you 
WILL see birds. And no I’m 
not telling you where.

This issue we are bring 
you two new authors: Frank 
Neumayer talking about Gun 
Fit and shooting. And the Ja-
son Dommeyer a great trainer 
from Cannon River Kennels of 
MN. We hope to read much 
more of their wisdom in up-
coming issues.

We donated a few thou-
sand copies of Bird Dog & 
Retriever News to conserva-
tion and dog club banquets 
since we spoke last. We expect 
to donate even more in this 
and upcoming issues. We ask 
for only a couple of things 
from you to donate: Give us 
a contact persons name and 
address, tell us how many 
people will be at your banquet 
and when (contact us 60 days 
in advance if possible) and 
send us a picture holding a 
copy of Bird Dog & Retriever 
News in front of your club 
name at the banquet so we 
can tell everyone about your 
group. Don’t COST NUTHIN!

So what’s on store for us 
in the next month? We have 
two major events. Josie will 
be going into the show ring 
at the Land O Lakes Ken-
nel Club Show in St Paul in 
early January. And Ellen & I 
will be attending the Grand 
Daddy of all shows the annual 
SHOT Show in Las Vegas. It’s 
been a few years but last time 
we attended the show was 
twelve miles to walk it of the 
greatest hunting/gun exhibits 
anywhere in this galaxy… we 
can’t wait. 

I have been actively in-
volved in over a dozen 
clubs and organiza-

tions in the past dozen years. 
All those organizations had 
one thing in common: they 
all failed in bringing in youth 
and new blood into the orga-
nizations. Because of that 
most clubs and organiza-
tions have a questionable 
future.

So I thought I would sit 
down and write down ten 
ways to attract youth and 
new people to your club. 
BOTH are important the 
youth perhaps more so.

Do you have an officer 
on the board involved in 
recruiting or getting new 
people? You should. My ex-
perience is if you don’t have 
someone focused on a task 
in a club it doesn’t get done.

Do you have activities 
specifically designed for new 
people top do in your club? 
Such tasks as bird planting 
helper, next in line caller, 
registration table, and prize 
deliverer. There are dozens 
of things a newbie or young 
man/lady can do with little 
training.

Do you have a page on 
your website or a simple 
handout you can give a new-
bie about the organization so 
they can fit in better.

Do you have a person at 
every event who’s job it is 
to find the new people and 
introduce them to the “regu-
lars”.

Do you feature a newbees 
picture and contact info on 
your website and newsletter?

Do you have a form to fill 
out either on your web page 
or a handout for someone 
interested in the club to be 
contacted by a club member?

 Do you have a booth at 
your local sports show to pro-
mote your club to newbees?

Are you contacting the 
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, local 
Chamber, Welcome Wagon, 
and Tourism Association to 
let THEM know you exist?

Do you offer to help: 
Hunter Safety Instructors, 

Police/fire/cities/county 
organizations to get some 
visibility.

Do you have a few jackets 
or T-shirts printed with your 
organizations name to be 
shared when you are helping 
at events?

Do HALF of the above 
and FOLLOW UP and I will 
guarantee you your organi-
zation will come back to life 
with new people. And it will 
be the best feeling you will 
have and give more back then 
you ever had.

If you have a club news-
letter or web page you are 
welcome to use this article. 
All I ask is that you tell them 
where you read it and give a 
link to Bird Dog & Retriever 
News.

Dennis Guldan hails from 
New Brighton, MN by way 
of Marshfield, WI and is the 
publisher of Bird Dog & Re-
triever News www.Bdarn.
com   

Ten Ways To Get Youth 
Involved In Your Club

By Dennis Guldan 

Stan Bentall
Master Sculptor Of The Hunting Dog

www.StanBentall.com 505-986-8623 Studio, 505-670-6796 Cell
I HAVE CLOSED OUR GALLERY IN SANTA FE RECENTLY AND AFTER 62 

YEARS OF SCULPTING THE HUNTING DOG I AM RETIRING.

I AM OFFERING TO YOU 
MY ORIGINAL BROZE 
SCULPTURES THAT I 
HAVE IN INVENTORY 
AT HALF PRICE. CHECK 
MY WEB SITE WWW .
S TA N B E N TA L L . C O M 
AND YOU MAY HAVE 
A N Y  S C U L P T U R E 
OF YOUR CHOICE AT 
H A L F  T H E  P R I C E 
LISTED. SCULPTURES 
WILL BE SUBJECT TO 
AVAILABILITY. 

Dennis Guldan 
Publisher 

Bird Dog & Retriever News
Publisher@Bird-Dog-News.com

612-868-9169 
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Realistic Expectations
By George Hickox

The only short cut to 
training a dog is to do 
it right the first time. 

As the saying goes, preventive 
medicine is better than surgery. 
By pushing a dog too fast too far, 
trainers often find themselves 
in the dilemma of having to 
fix problems. Fixing is a whole 
bunch harder than developing a 
dog on the dog’s timetable.

Using benchmarks and re-
alistic expectations is of para-
mount importance. In order to 
mold a dog into a partner that 
complies with excellence and 
tail-wagging enthusiasm, a 
number of repetitions are re-
quired. A successful trainer ce-
ments desired behaviors with 
repetitions. When you think 
the dog has it, repeat, repeat, 
and then repeat again. 

When a trainer skimps on 
repetitions, the dog is short-
changed. A trainer operating 
under the philosophy “That is 
good enough” will inevitably 
end up putting more pres-
sure, on the dog because the 
dog will fail when he has not 
had enough repetitions under 
guidance to ensure success. No 
dog will look stylish and confi-
dent by being corrected more. 
Any training program that en-
sures the dog will receive more 
corrections is not a blueprint for 
blue-ribbon success.

In our training schools I hear 
far too often owners stating that 
their dog is only 10 months old 
(or some young age) and the dog 
is almost finished. There are no 
10-month-old National Champi-
ons. A 10-month-old dog could 
not have had as many repetitions 
as a 4-year-old dog. In my opin-
ion this would be an unrealistic 
expectation. There is no badge of 
honor to have the youngest dog 
ever trained. The badge of honor 
is earned by having the best dog 
ever trained.

An advantage we have as 
canine trainers is that we do 
not have to graduate a dog to 
the next grade until he achieves 
an A+ in the current grade. In 
the public school system, stu-
dents move to the next grade 
although they had a C- in the 
previous grade. If we were to 
take that approach in dog train-
ing, our dogs would inevitably 
fail because there would not be 
a solid foundation established to 
support more advanced training. 
A knowledgeable and successful 

teacher of dogs does not gradu-
ate the canine, pupil to the next 
level of training until the dog 
has earned an A+ at the current 
level of learning.

Dog training is a building-
block approach. The new behav-
ior or response is built on what 
has been previously learned by 
the dog. Each exercise being 
taught should help the dog learn 
the next more advanced task. 
The approach of hammering a 
square peg into a round hole 
does not work well in develop-
ing enthusiastic canine learners 

that look forward to school and 
approach new learning with an 
open mind.

Learning should begin early 
in the dog’s life during the 
imprinting stage that occurs 
through the first 20 weeks of 
the dog’s development. During 
this period the dog is learning 
what life is all about and what 
works for him. This is the time 
to guide the dog down the right 
road. Unlearning learned behav-
ior is difficult, and trainers are 
much wiser to not be guilty of 
rewarding a dog for unwanted 
behaviors and rewarding de-
sired behaviors.

In pointing breeds, the be-
havior of standing should be 
the default behavior. By default 
behavior, I mean that when in 
doubt the dog stands. When 
Pupster stands, he is rewarded 
with a treat, I am looking to 
develop the pointer who stands 
because this behavior gains him 
a treat. In the beginning I am not 
issuing a command. I am simply 
trying to develop a dog that 
offers the behavior of standing 
because it works for him and not 
because he has to stand.

I use clicker training in the 
foundational stages. During the 
initial stages of training, I imple-
ment positive reinforcement for 
the behaviors I am seeking to es-
tablish as default behaviors. By 
incorporating positive reinforce-
ment and marking the desired 
behavior with the clicker, we are 
able to teach a dog that he can 
earn a paycheck by trying. A lack 
of effort results in no reward.

Once the dog is offering a 
desired behavior of standing 
reliably, I say the command 
“Whoa” as the dog is offering 
the behavior. I will only say the 
command one time. Because I 
said the command as the dog 
was offering the behavior, I have 
guaranteed the outcome. The 
dog will be rewarded. I will then 
give the command to whoa. If 
the dog whoas, he is rewarded. If 
he does not whoa, the paycheck 
is withheld. Again, I do not 
repeat the command if the dog 

does not whoa the first time. The 
objective is not to get the dog to 
eventually whoa, but rather to 
get the dog to whoa the first time 
he receives the command.

Earlier I said we incorporate 
benchmarks. When I outlined 
the creation of stand as a default 
behavior, benchmarks guided 
the approach. If the dog was not 
reliably offering a specific be-
havior in order to earn a reward, 
I did not start teaching what the 
command whoa meant. I said 
the command “Whoa” as the 
dog was offering the behavior 
that he had already been offer-
ing reliably.

My next benchmark is the 
80-percent rule. When the dog 
responds to the command eight 
out of 10 times in yard training, I 
incorporate avoidance training. 
In avoidance training there is a 
consequence and correction for 
noncompliance the first time 
a command is given. I do not 
believe that rewards alone or 
the withholding of the treat 
alone will develop a consistent 
response to a command under 
all circumstances.

We train bird 
dogs 

A bird dog is possessed for 
birds. The withholding of a piece 
of food if the dog roots out or 
chases a bird will not develop a 
dog that will whoa with a bird 
in front of him until the cows 
come home. It just is not going 
to happen. Generalization and 
proofing to a command must be 
trained. Generalization means 
the dog responds to a command 
everywhere. Proofing means the 
dog responds to the command 
even though subjected to major 
distractions.

The bird is a major distrac-
tion for a genetically possessed 
bird dog. If the dog will not stop 
upon command With no birds 
involved, he absolutely is not 
going to obey the whoa com-
mand in the field when birds 
are involved. This would not 

be realistic. If the command 
whoa has not been general-
ized, then commanding whoa 
to a dog around birds may 
lead to blinking. Blinking is 
when the dog smells a bird 
and purposely leaves the area 
in order to avoid the possibil-
ity of a correction because 
he believes getting closer to 
the bird was the cause of a 
negative consequence. It is 
critical that the dog knows 
not stopping was the cause, 
not the bird.

In the case of teaching a 
pointing dog to have immac-
ulate bird manners and stand 
game with style, it is impera-
tive the dog has a number of 

repetitions of responding to the 
whoa command before being 
taught to point birds reliably 
and not creep in on the birds. 
Repetitions take time. The more 
repetitions the dog has, the more 
reliable the dog will be. Any 
dog! No matter what the task or 
commands a trainer is seeking 
to teach the canine student, the 
prescription is to take the time 
to do repetitions, be realistic 
about expectations, and follow 
benchmarks. 

A professional trainer and 
handler of pointing and flushing 
dogs, George Hickox conducts 
four-day and one-day training 
schools for owners and their 
dogs. For more information on 
the George Hickox School of 
Dog Training or Hickox’s two 
training DVDs, “Training Point-
ing Dogs “ and “Training the 
Upland Retriever,” please visit 
www.georgehickox.com.

Training



SPOT Gen3
When your adventures take you 

beyond cell service, SPOT Gen3 gives 
you a critical, life-saving line of com-
munication. The latest generation of 
award-winning SPOT devices, SPOT 
Gen3 lets family and friends know 
you’re okay or send emergency re-
sponders your GPS location, all at the 
push of a button. Add this rugged, 
pocket-sized device to your essential 
gear and stay connected wherever 
you roam.

Choose your Track Rate: New up-
graded tracking options, Unlimited 
and Extreme Tracking, allow you to 
choose the rate at which your tracking 
messages are sent – every 2 ½ , 5, 10, 
30 or 60 minutes.

Extended Tracking Mode: Ad-
venture doesn’t have a time limit and 
neither should your tracking. When 
you upgrade to Unlimited or Extreme 
tracking SPOT Gen3 will continue 
sending tracks for as long as you keep 
moving or until the power runs out.

Motion-Activated Tracking: No 
matter the tracking service level you 
choose, SPOT Gen3’s tracking has the 
added benefit of being Motion Acti-
vated. A vibration sensor tells SPOT to 
send tracks when you are moving and 
to stop when you do. This conserves 
battery power and keeps your Shared 
Page from getting cluttered when you 
stop to camp for the night.

$169.95
www.findmespot.com

Chaheati Heated Seat
The Chaheati® is cord-

less, lightweight and col-
lapsible so you can take it 
anywhere. Its rechargeable 
heating system has four set-
tings and provides up to six 
hours of heat. Now there’s 
no reason to pack it in early 
when the weather turns cool 
outside - just grab some heat 
with Chaheati! The Chaheati 
is designed to withstand the 
elements, so you don’t have to 
worry about being caught in 
the rain at the next ball game 
or splashed on the river bank. 

$99.99
www.chaheati.com

Insulated Kennel Cover 
with ArcticShield 

Technology
ArcticShield Insulated Kennel 

Cover with ArcticShield Technology 
Insulated with ArcticShield Technol-
ogy. Protects from wind, rain, snow 
and the cold. Top carry handles-
makes handling the kennel easy with 
the cover on. Four D-rings – able to 
tie down the kennel. Take up straps 
to tighten the fit – minimizing any 
wind flap. Two side windows that are 
vented with zippered closures – roll 
up and secure with toggles/elastic 
loops. Main door zippered - roll up 
and secure with toggles/elastic loops. 
Open bottom design, makes for easy 
on/off – Three adjustable straps se-
cure the fit w/quick detach buckles. 
Bottom hem has elastic cord to snug 
tight. SIZING: Medium: 33.5” x 22.5” x 
24.75” Large: 38” x 25” x 28” X-Large: 
41” x 27.5” x 30.25”

$149.99
www.onyxoutdoor.com

X-TALKER 
T65VP3

Clear Reception. Clear 
Transmission. Clear Sound 
Quality. Available in the 
new Mossy Oak® Break Up 
Country Camo pattern, the 
X-TALKER T65 has up to a 
32-mile range and features 36 
Channels, 121 Privacy Codes, 
Channel Scan, and our leg-
endary Weather Alert and 
Weather Scan technology.

•Three Year Warranty • 
36 Channels • Clear, crisp 
communication with easy 
button access • Xtreme 
Range* - Up to 32 miles • 
121 Privacy Codes • Weather 
Alert Radio with Weather 
Scan • Vibrate Alert • 5 
Animal Call Alerts • eVOX 
Hands-Free Operation

$79.99 
midlandusa.com
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New Products

Winter Training Camp  
for Gun Dogs 

“The Big Ranch” | South Texas
Dec. 5, 2015 - March 5, 2016
Includes transportation from Minnesota.

We are one of  the few trainers allowed to train on the legendary ranch 
during the winter. Let us expose your dog to limits of  doves and up to 30 

coveys of  wild Bobwhite Quail per day! Limited space. Call (320) 360-5568. 

http://www.foxrunkennel.net/Training.html
Contact Matt at (320) 360-5568 |email: matt.foxrunkennels@gmail.com

• HuntSmith Gold Level Certified Trainer •
• Training All Pointing & Flushing Breeds •

• Smith Line Brittany Breeder •
• Puppies: Started & Finished For Sale •

• Training Supplies •
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Support US, 
so we can 

Support YOU!

Subscribe to Bird Dog & Retriever News (Six issues)
Only $9.99/Year if payment sent, else Billed $10.99
PO Box 120089, St Paul, MN 55112 www.Bdarn.com
Name ________________________________________
Adr __________________________________________
City _______________ ST _____ ZIP ________

Subscribe Today

Want us to send a free 
copy to a friend/client 
or puppy owner tell us 

on our website

Here’s the question I 
get often, especially 
from new shoot-

ers.  “I just bought a new shotgun 
and I want to make sure it fits me 
properly and that I have it set-up cor-
rectly.  What information or advice 
can you give me on this topic?”  My 
answer is simple, proper gun-fit 
and set-up is crucial to being 
successful in the field or on the 
range.  It’s also unique to every 
shooter, and to the specific gun(s) 
they plan on using.  It doesn’t 
matter if you have a standard 
field grade or a custom target 
gun, the basics of proper gun-fit 
and set-up remain the same. 

 I’ve mounted new Perazzis 
and Kreighoffs right off-the-shelf, 
that didn’t fit me as well as a field 
grade Remington 1100 right out 
of the box.  The point is… wheth-
er your shotgun is a high-end 
target gun or a field grade hunter, 
the right gun-fit and set-up is im-
perative for any target breaking 
or hunting success.  Let’s look 
at the basic elements of proper 
gun-fit so you can make certain 
your gun is properly set-up for 
the shooting game or activity you 
plan to undertake.  Remember, 
these two factors are critical to 
your shooting comfort, fun, and 
success! 

First of all, we need to es-
tablish two baseline dimensions 
from which all elements of gun-
fit and set-up relate.  1)  When 
looking down on the top-view of 
your shotgun, picture a straight 
line or centerline running from 
the heel of the stock to the end 
of the barrel.  2)  When looking at 
your shotgun from the side-view, 
picture a straight line running 
flat along the length of the rib or 
barrel the entire length of your 
gun from the tip of the barrel 
on out to the heel point of the 
stock.  The key shooting factors 
involved with basic gun-fit and 
set-up relate to comfort, control, 

and alignment.  When all of these 
factors are properly addressed, 
the result leads to consistency 
or repeatability.  Again, most of 
the elements of gun-fit and set-
up are taken from the top-view 
centerline dimension, or the side-
view straight line dimension.  Let’s 
start by defining the elements of 
gun-fit, and how each directly 
relates to successful shooting. 

Cast:   This is the only ele-
ment of gun-fit that relates to 
the top-view dimension men-
tioned above.  This is where 
only the stock portion of your 
gun is Cast (by only a degree 
or two) right or left from the 
centerline of your shotgun.  Cast 
relates to proper (right or left) 
eye-alignment to the barrel, rib, 
and beads.  For right handed 
shooters, Cast-off is to the right 
of the centerline and Cast-on is 
to the left.  Some shotguns mod-
els have tapered shims or spac-
ers inserted at the stock-receiver 
connection to help adjust Cast.  
 
Length Of Pull:   From the side-
view, this is the distance mea-
sured from the trigger to the 
butt plate of the stock.  Standard 
Length Of Pull (LOP) for factory 
shotguns is around 14.5”.  With 
the gun mounted and your face 
down on the comb, there should 
only be about 1” to 1.5” between 
your nose and the heel of your 
thumb of the hand gripping the 

stock.  LOP is critical for gun 
control and pattern placement.

Drop:   Again, from the side-
view, Drop is the distance from 
the straight line dimension of the 
barrel and rib to the heel point of 
the stock.  Drop directly relates 
to proper eye alignment when 
looking down the rib or barrel to 
the bead.  The pupil of your eye 
should sit level with the base of 
the rib.  If the pupil is below the 
base of the rib, your view of the 
target is impaired and your POI 
will be to low.  If the pupil is too 
high, your gun’s pattern point 
of impact (POI) will be to high.  

 
Comb Height:    The 
height of the comb di-
rectly relates to the pat-
tern POI.  From the side 
view, Comb Height is 
measured in relation to 
the straight line running 
along the rib and barrel.  
Raising or lowering the 
comb raises or lowers 
the pattern POI.  Raising 

the comb 1/8” will raise the pat-
tern POI by 4” at 40 yards (3/16” 
= 6”; 5/16” = 10”; 3/8” = 12”).  
Adding 1/8” - 3/8” thick (peel & 
stick) pads to the comb can help 
raise the POI.  On some shotgun 
models, lowering the entire stock 
with factory shims at the stock/
receiver connection will raise 
the POI.  Conversely, raising the 
entire stock will lower the POI.  A 
four way adjustable butt plate or 
recoil pad assembly can also help 
with POI adjustment.  

Pitch Angle:   From the side-
view, Pitch Angle is the angle of 
the butt plate of the stock in rela-
tion to a 90 degree angle from the 
straight line that runs along the 
top of rib or barrel.  Pitch Angle 
can affect shooter comfort and 
the placement of felt-recoil at the 
shoulder.  It can also cause the 
gun’s muzzle to kick slightly up 
or down upon the shot, which 
can translate into an inconsistent 
pattern POI. 

Balance:   Shotgun Balance is 
usually measured at the hinge-
pins on break-open guns, or 
centered just forward of the trig-
ger on pumps and autos.  Gun 
Balance effects barrel swing, 
speed, and control, and weights 
can be added to the barrel or the 
stock to make minor adjustments.  
The overall weight of the gun is 
important, so choose one that’s 
on the heavy side, but still com-
fortable to easily mount, swing, 
and control.      

Hopefully, by understanding 
these basic gun-fit and gun set-
up elements, you’ll realize just 

how important it is for success-
ful shooting.  Again, the critical 
factors we’re trying to achieve 
are shooter comfort, gun con-
trol, eye-rib alignment, and gun 
mounting consistency or repeat-
ability.  Whether in the field or 
on the range, the key to success 
is being accurate and consistent 
on every shot every time.  Ac-
curacy and consistency can only 
come from having a gun that is 
properly fitted and properly set-
up specifically for the shooter 
using it. 

Start with getting your gun 
fitted properly for comfort and 
control, then focus on proper gun 
set-up for face-eye-rib alignment, 
and the desired POI.  You may 
want to see a custom gun-fitter 
to make certain of all the correct 
adjustments.  Remember, the key 
in all of this is knowing exactly 
where your gun is shooting for 
every target or bird you attempt.  
Think of your gun as a preci-
sion tool that you’re using for a 
precision task!  If and when you 
miss… you want to know that 
it’s the shooter and not the gun 
causing the problem.

 
See you at the club… Frank

Basic Gun-fit and Set-up
By Frank Neumayer
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If you want to do a good job as 
a dog trainer, you need to have 
some knowledge of your subject, 

the dog. What does he see? What 
does he hear? What does he smell? 
How does he learn? Most important 
is; how does he communicate? A 
little information on these topics will 
make your job much easier and will 
take your training project to higher 
degrees of excellence.

His Origins and 
Evolution

DNA studies have shown that all 
dogs have evolved from the Eur-
asian gray wolf. The first archaeo-
logical evidence of domestic dogs 
indicates the earliest domestication 
at approximately fourteen thousand 
years ago. Since that time, the dog 
has proven himself to be a skilled 
and talented adapter to the company 
of humans. In contrast to most other 
mammals, the dog has continued to 
increase in numbers and geographic 
expansion.
During the early portion of the dog’s 
domestication, man was basically a 
hunter/gatherer with an uncertain 
and unpredictable food supply. The 
dog’s earliest value to man prob-
ably lay in guarding, hunting, and 
herding, three behaviors natural to 
the dog. The dog probably also had 
great early value as an emergency 
food supply. That would have ruth-
lessly driven a selection process 
favoring the most valuable dogs in 
terms of function, intelligence, and 
communication skills. Dogs evolved 
to excel at reading and anticipating 
what people wanted or intended to 
do. They became masters at read-
ing a person’s body language, eye 
movements, and intentions. Those 
that did not ended up roasting over 
the village fire in times of food short-
age. The dogs that had the most 
value were the dogs that survived 
the longest. With an evolutionary 
history like this, a dog is not capable 
of willful disobedience, a character-
istic that many trainers seem prone 
to attach to the dog.

His Basic Nature
The world of dogs is poorly under-
stood and greatly distorted by myth 
and folklore. It is also distorted by 
a lack of research and valid infor-
mation. Until recently, the dog has 
been virtually neglected by the ani-
mal behavior research community. 
There has been more dog behavioral 
research conducted in the past ten 
years than was conducted in the pre-
vious one hundred years. A number 

of myths have been dispelled.
A major myth is the importance 
of dominance in a dog’s life and 
social structure. The traditional 
picture we have had of dominance 
in dogs was derived from observa-
tions of wolves in contrived, artifi-
cial packs in very large pens. The 
advent of modern radio tracking 
devices has allowed detailed stud-
ies of wolf behavior in their natural 
environment. We have found that 
the typical wolf pack is eight to ten 
wolves consisting of a dominant 
breeding pair and prior years’ off-
spring. It operates as a cooperative 
family group. The old dominance-
and-subordinance model is a highly 
questionable concept in light of 
today’s knowledge.
Some groundbreaking research that 
challenges traditional dog lore has 
been conducted by Brian Hare of 
Duke University. Dr. Hare’s research 
has upended a number of traditional 
views of dogs.
Here are some excerpts from The 
Genius of Dogs by Brian Hare and 
Venessa Woods (Plume Books, 2013).
In wolves, with the exception of 
very large packs, a single breeding 
pair is dominant to everyone else. 
This pair uses their dominance to 
suppress the breeding of other pack 
members. Dominant female wolves 
are aggressive all year round and 
use unprovoked attacks to prevent 
other females from mating.
Younger and subordinate pack 
members are usually the offspring 
of the breeding pair from previous 
years.
To earn their keep, juveniles help 
their parents raise the next gen-
eration. Juveniles bring back food 
to pups after a successful hunt and 
protect the pups while their parents 
are hunting.
Feral dogs have a different system. 
While some feral dog groups have 
a dominance hierarchy that predicts 
priority of access to resources such 
as food and mating partners, this 
hierarchy is not as strict as in wolves. 
There is no dominant pair that leads 
the group. Instead, the leader of a 
feral pack is the dog who has the 
most friends. When the pack decides 
where to go, they do not follow the 
most dominant dog; instead, they 
follow the dog with the strongest 
social network.
It appears that the traditional view 
of dominance and subordinance has 
limited bearing on dog training.

The Dog’s Intelligence
The very small amount of research 
that we currently have suggests that 
dogs are very smart in a comparison 
with other mammals, including pri-
mates. Here is what Brian Hare and 
Venessa Woods have to say in The 
Genius of Dogs:
Dog’s cognitive ability relative to 
other animals

Genius
-Comprehending visual gestures 
-Learning new words Remarkable
-”Talking” through vocalizations 
and visual signals -Understanding 
an audience’s perspective -Copying 
others’ actions -Recruiting Help
Here is what Hare and Woods say 
about comprehending visual ges-
tures:
Wolves might be better than dogs at 
trial-and-error learning, but no one 
would argue that wolves are easier 
to train than dogs.
A dog will always learn from a hu-
man faster than a wolf, because dogs 
have evolved skills to read our com-
municative signals. While working 
dogs might be more skilled at using 
human gestures as a result of either 
training or human selection for this 
skill, all dogs are skilled at using 
human gestures. Even shelter dogs 
and breeds not intentionally bred by 
humans are skilled at using human 
gestures.
It was suspected that dogs are more 
socially skilled than primates and 
wolves because they (dogs) are 
heavily exposed to people through-
out their lifetime. In a surprise 
finding, young puppies with little 
exposure to humans are as skilled 
at using human gestures as adult 
dogs are.
This research says that dogs are 
extremely attuned to learning from 
people and that dogs have an innate 
talent on the scale of genius with 
respect to responding to directional 
cues from people. That tells me that 
our traditional retriever-training 
models are ten times more compli-
cated and ten times more lengthy 

than they need to be. Many tra-
ditional training models actually 
interfere with learning in a smart 
dog.

The Dog’s Ears
A dog’s ears are approximately 
four times more sensitive than a 
human’s ears. Thus, the sound a 
human can hear at twenty-five 
yards, a dog can hear at one hun-
dred yards. The sensitivity of the 
dog’s hearing has two powerful 
impacts upon his training and 
upon his gundog job. Number one 

is the relative ease with which his 
ears can be damaged by too much 
noise. If his ears are four times more 
sensitive than yours, then they are 
four times more susceptible to dam-
age from the loud noise of a shot. 
When you are shooting, be careful 
of the location of his head relative 
to the muzzle blast of your shotgun. 
Be very careful in metal-pit blinds. 
If you keep your dog down in the 
bottom of the pit while shooting, he 
will go deaf quickly. Try remaining 
seated in the pit while the other oc-
cupants are shooting, and you will 
understand the intensity of the noise 
levels. Multiply that volume by four 
for a dog’s ears.
Another factor to consider is the 
volume of your whistle. If you train 
the dog to respond to a high-volume 
whistle blast when he is close to 
you, then when he is two hundred 
yards away, he is not going to get 
the volume of whistle for which he 
has been trained. When you read the 
section on cue discrimination, you 
will learn that during initial training 
and during all work within thirty 
to forty yards, the whistle volume 
should be quite low. I frequently 
use a simple, forceful “hiss” noise 
produced by forcing air over my 
tongue instead of a whistle when the 
dog is inside thirty to forty yards. A 
“hiss” is also very handy when you 
are fumbling around, looking for 
your whistle.
A further pertinent factor is how the 
dog uses his ears to locate a downed 
bird. All dogs have inherited from 
their wolf ancestors a propensity to 
use their ears to locate prey. A good 
account of this behavior is given in 
Canadian author Farley Mowatt’s 
1963 book, Never Cry Wolf, a story of 
Mowatt’s summer spent observing 
a small pack of arctic wolves near 
the Arctic Circle. Mowatt found 
that most of the wolves’ summer 
diet consisted of mice, and that the 
wolf has a very stylized, inherited 
behavior for mouse hunting.
When a wolf hunts mice, he simply 
does a few stiff-legged bounces in 
the brush to stir up the prey. Then 
he stops and listens. When he hears 
a rustle, he focuses on it with a few 

The Dog

Buy The Book
Absolutely Positively Gundog Training: Positive 

Training for Your Retriever Gundog
by Robert Milner

Buy The Book: Thanks to 
Robert Milner we have 
and excerpt from his great 
book Absolutely Posi-
tively Gundog Training,  

Copyrights 2015
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Industry Newsminor head-and-ear movements. 
Then he crouches and pounces 
on the mouse, pinning it with his 
forepaws, before snapping it up 
in his mouth. All of this activity is 
accomplished without ever see-
ing the mouse. Some research has 
shown that the wolf can echolocate 
a mouse rustling in the brush six feet 
away and pounce and pin it with his 
forepaws within a half centimeter 
of error.
This hardwired ancestral behavior 
is also used to echolocate a downed 
duck by its splash or by its thump 
on hitting the ground. Your dog does 
not necessarily need to see a fall in 
order to get a good “fix” on its loca-
tion. This ability especially applies 
at night.

The Dog’s Nose
The dog’s nose is truly a wonder far 
beyond human comprehension. In 
2002, Sandia National Laboratories 
conducted a study on nose sensitivity 
of trained explosive-detection dogs and 
determined that an explosive-detection 
dog could detect a target odor down in 
the range of one hundred parts per tril-
lion. They had to determine the concen-
tration by dilution and extrapolation, 
as we don’t have instruments that will 
measure that extreme level of dilution. 
In the words of Sandia Laboratories, 
that concentration is the “equivalent to 
one molecule per sniff.”
Much of a dog’s brain is devoted to 
odor processing. Because a dog depends 
heavily on scent information to interpret 
his world, scent heavily influences his 
behavior. Most of the odors that are 
influencing him are undetectable to 
scent-challenged humans. Whenever 
the dog fails to operate as you wish, 
remember the power of odor as a dis-
traction to a dog.
Remember that a human is not equipped 
to tell a dog where or when to detect an 
odor or how to react to it. Only the dog 
knows.

The Dog’s Eyes
Dogs are looking at you much more 
than you think. They have a visual 
field of 250 degrees compared to the 
human field of 190 degrees. By hu-
man standards, this extra peripheral 
vision allows the dog to see a lot 
more than we are aware of.
The two types of vision receptor 
cells are rods and cones. Rods detect 
light and dark, while cones detect 
color. Humans have a higher per-
centage of cones than dogs, with the 
lower cone ratio giving the dog an 
estimated six-times-poorer eye for 
detail compared to humans. On the 
other hand, dogs have many more 
rods than humans and can conse-
quently see in light at a five-times-
lower level than humans.
A higher percentage of rods allows 
the dog to detect motion much better 
than humans. This superior motion-
detection capability gives dogs 
a wide range of communication 
skills. In observing other animals 
and people, dogs read posture and 
other behavior nuances with great 
adeptness.
Dogs have relatively poor color 
vision. They have only two kinds 

of color receptors compared to the 
three kinds possessed by humans. 
The dog’s color vision is similar to 
that of a human with red-green color 
blindness.

The Dog’s 
Communication

To the trainer, communicating with the 
dog is the most important aspect of dog 
training. To train the dog, you have to be 
able to communicate what you want the 
dog to do. The trainer who knows how 
the dog communicates will be a much 
more successful trainer.
The dog communicates with sound 
for two basic scenarios: advertising his 
territory and circumventing a fight. The 
wolf advertises his territory by howling. 
The dog advertises his territory by bark-
ing. The dog’s territory might consist 
of his yard or his owner’s house or his 
owner’s car.
The wolf growls to avoid a fight. The 
growl is an attempt to establish domi-
nance without a fight, as fighting has a 
negative survival value in evolution-
ary terms. The dog practices the same 
behavior of attempting to communicate 
dominance with a growl.
Beyond those two audible scenarios, 
and a small degree of territorial commu-
nication with odors and noses, virtually 
all the dog’s communication is with his 
eyes. When a person takes a pack often 
or fifteen dogs for an hour of hiking, a 
whole lot of communication will occur 
among the dogs, but no audible sound 
will be heard beyond the rustling of 
leaves and grass. Dogs communicate 
vast amounts of information to each 
other through body posture, motion, 
attitude, and movement. They com-
municate nearly nothing with sound.
Research has shown that dogs are quite 
good at reading eye movements to de-
termine a person’s intended behavior. 
One can infer that they do the same 
with other dogs.
There are two lessons for the trainer on 
communication. One is to be quiet when 
you are training a dog. Noise simply 
creates distraction and interferes with 
the training process.
The second lesson is that the trainer 
needs to move a little to furnish the 
dog with information. The trainer who 
stands stiffly and is immobile does not 
give the dog much information to read, 
causing the dog to become uneasy. The 
dog is more comfortable when there is 
at least a little movement coming from 
the trainer. This motion allows the dog 
to better read your intent. For those 
trainers who tend to stand stiffly, a good 
practice is 
t o  s u b -
tly walk 
in  place 
a s  y o u 
train. This 
m o v e -
ment al-
lows you 
to better 
c o m m u -
n i c a t e 
with the 
dog.

Albuquerque, N.M. 
Campaign Targets 

Illegal Gun 
Purchases

NSSF Promotes Don’t Lie for the Other 
Guy Program 

in New Mexico’s Largest City 
As part of an ongoing national ef-

fort to help prevent illegal “straw” pur-
chases of firearms, the National Shoot-
ing Sports Foundation is reminding the 
public in the Albuquerque region that 
stiff penalties are in place for individu-
als convicted of such purchases.

Billboard advertisements for the 
Don’t Lie for the Other Guy program 
are being purchased by NSSF in key 
locations throughout the region with 
the message: “Buy a gun for someone 
who can’t and buy yourself 10 years in 
jail. Whatever you do … Don’t Lie for 
the Other Guy…”

Nearly 12 million weekly media 
impressions will be delivered via bill-
boards and transit shelter ads through 
the public-education program, which is 
being funded by the firearms industry. 
In addition, 400 30-second radio spots 
will air weekly on eight stations during 
the campaign.

“Don’t Lie” is a cooperative pro-
gram between the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives and 
NSSF, the trade association for the fire-
arms and ammunition industry. The 
effort was developed over a decade 
ago to raise public awareness about the 
seriousness of the crime of purchasing 
a firearm for someone who cannot le-
gally do so. The program also helps ATF 
educate firearms dealers so they can be 
better prepared to deter potential straw 
purchases. The public campaign drives 
home the message that anyone attempt-
ing an illegal firearm purchase faces a 
stiff federal felony penalty of up to 10 
years in jail or up to $250,000 in fines.

Albuquerque was chosen for this 
campaign in consultation with ATF.

To legally purchase a firearm, a per-
son must be able to pass an FBI National 
Instant Criminal Background Check and 
fully comply with state and local laws. 
When a criminal knows he cannot pass 
this check, he may try to induce a friend 
or other person to make the purchase on 
his behalf, which is known as a straw 
purchase and is a felony.

“Our goal is to raise awareness 
among residents of the Albuquerque 
area through billboards and radio ads 
that there are serious consequences for 
illegally straw purchasing a firearm,” 
said Stephen L. Sanetti, NSSF president 
and CEO. “This warning can help deter 
an illegal purchase long before a person 
steps into a licensed retail store.”

This public awareness campaign 
constitutes only part of the Don’t Lie for 
the Other Guy outreach effort. The full 
Don’t Lie for the Other Guy program, 
which also involves educating firearms 
retailers to better detect and prevent 
straw purchases, has been rolled out in 
major cities throughout the country and 
has run before along the U.S.-Mexican 
border. This is a campaign that ATF 
has called “vital” and “an important 
tool for ATF as it pursues its mission of 
preventing terrorism, reducing violent 
crime, and protecting the nation.” In 
the retailer segment, federal firearms li-
censees are provided a Don’t Lie for the 
Other Guy retailer kit. Each kit contains 
a training video and informational bro-
chure for storeowners and staff, as well 
as point-of-purchase displays aimed to 
deter illegal straw purchases.

“The firearms industry is proud of 
its longstanding cooperative relation-
ship with the ATF and the entire law 
enforcement community by assisting 
them in their efforts to combat the crimi-
nal acquisition and misuse of firearms,” 
said NSSF Lawrence G. Keane, NSSF se-
nior vice president and general counsel.

Learn more about Don’t Lie for the 
Other Guy at www.dontlie.org 

GUN SALES UP, 
CRIME DOWN 

You’re really not to blame if you 
haven’t heard that violent crime de-
clined again in 2014. After all, the news 
media generally do not report on the re-
lease of these annual statistics from the 
country’s leading federal crime fighting 
agency. As NSSF President Steve Sanetti 
explains in this NSSF blog post, violent 
crime has continued its long-term de-
cline even as a record-breaking number 
of firearms have been purchased by the 
law-abiding American population.
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The Best Dog Training 
Tool on The Market

Jason Dommeyer

Training dogs is not 
rocket science and 
really consists of 

elements of both positive and 
negative reinforcement.

Examples of positive re-
inforcement may be treats or 
a simple “good dog,” which I 
call praise. With so many forms 
of negative reinforcement, it 
would be nearly impossible to 
name them all. But one that I 
feel is the most important, and 
probably most overlooked, is a 
simple snap with a choke chain 
with either a leash or check 
cord. This correction is the most 
basic, yet effective, form of con-
trol training and can be taught 

by anyone.
In a recent seminar I had 

my retriever, “Bumper” show-
ing off advanced retrieving 
skills. I had a vast collection of 
dummies and bumpers, which 
showed his abilities making 
multiple and blind retrieves. 
Around his neck was a remote 
training collar, which enables 
me to give him a correction 
without actually having my 
hands on him. I informed the 
crowd that all the things I did 
during the event, could actually 
be taught to him with a simple 
long rope. Obviously they all 
disagreed and thought there 
was no way possible to get a 
dog doing the things they saw, 
with a simple rope. With all the 
equipment I was using, well 
over $500 in value, how could 
this be done with a simple 
rope?

Let’s say I brought home a 
7-week-old puppy fresh away 
from his litter mates and all I 
had was a 50-foot long rope. 
There would be no choke chain, 
no retrieving dummies and ob-
viously no technology such as a 
remote training collar. Could I 
get a young dog making mul-
tiple and blind retrieves in just 
one year? No way, right? Well I 
think it can be done, and here’s 
how to do it.

First, I would go outside, 
find the nearest tree, and get 
a series of small 8-inch sticks.  
Using two or three of them 
with varying diameters rang-
ing from 1- to 2 inches, I would 

get the young pup retrieving 
all of them. After a few days of 
retrieving, I would cut a 10-
foot piece off my rope, which 
would leave me with a 10-foot 
small cord (rope)  and a 40-foot 
long one. Then, using the 10-
foot section, tie a slip knot in it 
and let the pup, drag it around 
when he is outside and during 
retrieving sessions. This will en-
able me to bring him back when 
he starts to get independent 
later in the retrieving process.

As the puppy approaches 
the 3- to 4-month age, I would 
transfer over to the longer cord 
and cut the 10-foot piece in 
two, — with one 7 feet long and 
the other 3 feet. Also, I would 
keep adding to my collection 
of retrieving objects by getting 
larger sticks so as the dog gets 
bigger, it has heavier things to 
go after. The 7-foot piece would 

become my leash and choke 
chain with the slip knot. Now, 
I would start the basic com-
mands such as “heel,” “sit,” 
“stay,” “down,” “kennel,” and 
most importantly, “come.”

As the puppy approaches 
6 months old, I would start to 
get more and more demanding 
with these commands.

Control The Dog During 
Walks 
Taking long walks with the pup 
would continue on a regular 
basis using the long check cord. 
Getting the dog understand-
ing that I have control even 
at a long distance is essential. 
Focusing on staying within a 
reasonable range and demand-

ing recall when the 
verbal command 
was given would 
be a priority. Again, 
snapping the long 
rope with verbal 
commands will en-
sure this.

After enough 
repetition, I would 
let go of the rope 
and continue using 
the voice commands 
to see if the dog 
responds without 
a correction. If the 
pup starts to react to 
simple voice com-
mands to avoid a 
correction, my hard 

work is paying off.
Now let’s say the dog is 

approaching 8- to 10 months of 
age and is starting to get more 
independent. Again repeti-
tion is key, and at this stage we 
would get a structured retrieve 
through the force fetching 

process. In a previous article 
I detailed this process, but it 
basically means I would get a 
guaranteed retrieve throughout 
this training. Generally done in 
six to eight weeks, I would add 
this to more regimented obedi-
ence drills.

Adding new forms of dis-
cipline during this time frame 
would include an ear pinch to 
make the pup pick up objects. 
Slapping the dog’s chin while 
holding onto objects to ensure 
a good grip and not dropping, 
along with rolling the bottom 
lip over onto teeth in order to 
demand a release. Again using 
a thin branch about 3 feet in 
length and about a half-inch in 
diameter, would provide me a 
“riding crop,” which could be 
used in conjunction with the 
rope to help with the on leash 
obedience commands. Light 
taps with this crop on the butt 
or chest can help solidify things 
such as a “sit” or “stay” and 
many other commands.

The 8- to 18-month age 
frame takes a lot of dedication 
and hard work. Obviously there 
would have to be a great deal of 
repetition with the commands 
and drills since only a rope and 
a few sticks would be used. 
However, TIME, with this train-
ing device can lead to a well-
trained dog simply by using a 
long rope!

A simple rope can train ANY command, and get a well trained dog

Using a long rope for recall is the most 
important command to teach at a young age

Jason Dommeyer runs Cannon 
River Kennels of Randolph, MN 

more info at 
www.cannonriverkennels.com


