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CELTIC FARMS & KENNELS INC: 
The best Field Irish Setters in the World. 
Three year unconditional warranty. 
Dogs are AKC and FDSB registered. 
Paul Ober, Reading, PA 610-378-0121 
800-428-0993 

www.Bdarn.com/celtic

VIZSLAS
BUSCH KENNELS: Jim and Linda 
Busch, Home of DC AFC Askim, Win-
nebago, IL 815-335-7673

www.buschvizslas.com
ART

STAN BENTALL: Master Sculp-
tor Of The Hunting Dog 505-
986-8623 See our display ad on 
page 2.

www.StanBentall.com

BIRDS

GQF Manufacturing Com-
pany: Savannah, GA  912-
236-0651

www.gqfmfg.com/b.htm
GAME BIRDS FOR SALE: Flight 
conditioned Bobwhite Quail, Ringneck 
Pheasants, Chukar Patridges. Pickup at 
the farm, Darwin Laitenberger, Minn. 
Lake, MN 507-462-3589

www.Bdarn.com/laiten

WOODLAND ACRE HATCHERY: 
Jared Anderson at 507-236-3618, 
Fairmont, MN

www.Bdarn.com/woodland

BOOKS
ALPINE PUBLICATIONS: See our 
display adv on page 4.

www.Alpinepub.com
GUN DOG SUPPLY: Starkville, MS 
800-624-6378

www.gundogsupply.com

COLLARS
COLLAR CLINIC: See our Display 

Adv on Page 10. 1-800-430-2010 
www.CollarClinic.com

DOGSUNLIMITED: Ray, OH 800-
338-3647

www.dogsunlimited.com
GUN DOG SUPPLY: Starkville, MS 
800-624-6378

www.gundogsupply.com
LION COUNTRY SUPPLY: 800-662-
5202, Port Matilda, PA

www.lcsupply.com 

www.oakwoodgamefarm.com

QUAIL - CHUKAR CHICKS
Quail-45¢ Chukar-85¢ (with a 1000 order) 

DELP’S GAMEBIRD HATCHERY
1398 Hunters Grove Rd, Brookville, PA 15825 

(814) 849-3430

Chicks shipped anywhere in the U.S.A. Guaranteed live deliv-
ery. Write or call for price list and ordering instructions. 

www.Bdarn.com/delps

“In hotel rooms I worry. I think, I 
can’t be the only guy who sits on 

the furniture naked.

Hunters are asked to follow these 
tips when handling their harvested 
birds:

* Dress your wild birds in the field 
whenever possible.

* If you must dress wild birds at 
home, clean them in an area poultry 
and pet birds cannot access.

* Do not eat, drink or smoke while 
cleaning wild birds.

* Wear rubber gloves while cleaning 
wild birds or cleaning bird feeders.

* Wash hands with soap and water 
immediately after handling wild birds 
or cleaning bird feeders. If soap and 
water are not available, use alcohol 
wipes.

* Wash all tools and work 
surfaces with soap and water. 
Then disinfect them.

* Double bag the internal 
organs and feathers. Tie the 
inner bag, and be sure to take 
off your gloves and leave them 
in the outer bag before tying it 
closed. Dispose of the bag with 
trash to ensure it ends up in a 
landfill.

* Avoid cross-contamination. 
Keep uncooked game in a 
separate container away from 
cooked or ready-to-eat foods.

* Cook game meat thorough-
ly; poultry should reach an 
internal temperature of 165 de-
grees Fahrenheit to kill disease 
organisms and parasites.

 
 “The threat of this virus is 

very real, and the consequences 
could be devastating to our 
state. It is important for every-
one to help us keep Pennsylva-
nia safe,” Redding reiterated. 

 Hunters are also encour-
aged to follow the below biosecurity 
measures to help prevent any possible 
movement or introduction of HPAI 
into a poultry flock:

* Do not harvest or handle wild birds 
that are obviously sick or found dead.

* Avoid entering a poultry premises 
for at least 72 hours after hunting or 
walking in waterfowl or gamebird 
habitats.

* Always shower between any expo-
sure to wildlife or wildlife habitat and 
having contact with poultry, especially 
entrance onto a poultry facility. 

* Always wear clean clothing onto a 
poultry premises.

* Never wear hunting or walk-
ing shoes that were in waterfowl or 
other game bird areas onto a poultry 
premises (even under plastic booties, 
unless they have been cleaned and 
disinfected).

* Never wear hunting clothes (coats, 
hats, shoes, boots, gloves, coveralls, 
shirts, pants, waders, gaiters, etc.) on 
a poultry farm.

* Never take hunting or other out-
door gear (knives, saws, GPS units, 
cameras, backpacks, water bottles, 
lunchboxes, cellphones, guns, bows, 
fishing poles, etc.) onto poultry prem-
ises. 

* Never take a vehicle onto a poultry 
premise that was driven in waterfowl 
or game bird habitats or used by hunt-
ers/hikers unless it has been cleaned 
and disinfected inside and outside.

 Game Commission Executive Direc-
tor R. Matthew Hough urged hunters 
to follow all recommendations regard-
ing the handling of harvested game 

birds and waterfowl, and to do their 
part to remain vigilant against HPAI. 
HPAI poses threats to both domestic 
poultry and wild birds, meaning 
the more than 200,000 ring-necked 
pheasants raised each year for re-
lease on public hunting grounds also 
are at risk if the virus is introduced 
into Pennsylvania. 

 “Because of the time they spend 
in the field, observing and hunting 
migratory birds and other wildlife, 
hunters very much are on the front 
lines when it comes to protecting 
Pennsylvania from high path avian 
influenza,” Hough said. “We all 
remain hopeful the virus won’t 
show up here, but if it does, we are 

prepared to react and react quickly.
 “Hunters need to educate them-

selves to know the clinical signs of 
HPAI, and employ safe practices in 
handling wild birds they harvest,” 
Hough said. “We all are in this to-
gether.”

 While HPAI has not yet been 
identified in Pennsylvania, Hough 
said the state’s hunters could be 
affected if it turns up here. Access 
likely would be prohibited to areas 
or facilities associated with the virus, 
due to biosecurity needs. As always, 
it’s important for hunters to know 
where they’re hunting. And for those 
hunting on private land, particu-
larly farms with poultry, hunters are 
urged to contact the landowners to 
make sure they still allow hunting 
on their property.

 For more information about avian 
influenza, visit the department’s 
website at www.agriculture.pa.gov 
or the United States Department of 
Agriculture’s website at www.usda.
gov. For more information about 
hunting in Pennsylvania, visit the 
Game Commission website at www.
pgc.state.pa.us. 

HUNTERS 
URGED TO 

REPORT 
BANDED 

PHEASANTS
About 5,500 ringnecks have been 

marked as part of Game Commission 
study to assess harvest rates. 

 Pheasant hunting in Pennsylvania 
kicks off Saturday with the weeklong 
season for junior hunters, followed 
by the statewide opening day for 
pheasants Oct. 24.

 With the season nearly here, hunt-
ers are advised that some of 
the pheasants they find in the 
field might have leg bands. 
And by reporting those birds, 
hunters can provide impor-
tant information as part of a 
study into pheasant harvest 
rates.

 This fall, the Pennsylva-
nia Game Commission is 
conducting a study to assess 
harvest rates of ring-necked 
pheasants raised on game 
farms, then released to pro-
vide hunting opportunities in 
Pennsylvania. 

 Game Commission wildlife 
biometrician Josh Johnson 
said about 5,500 pheasants 
are being banded and, over 
the course of the season, will 
be released on public lands 
along with more than 200,000 
non-banded pheasants. 

 Each leg band is stamped 
with a toll-free number hunt-
ers can call to provide the date 
and location of harvest.

 Johnson said hunter partici-
pation is crucial to the success of the 
study, and he urged all hunters who 
bag banded pheasants to report their 
harvests. Further, any banded pheas-
ants found dead from other causes, 
such as being hit by a vehicle, also 
should be reported, as this informa-
tion is very important to us as well, 
Johnson said. 

 Based on their track record, John-
son said he anticipates Pennsylva-
nia’s hunters will report their birds.

 “We rely on hunters in conducting 
many of our studies, and we survey 
many of our hunters each year to 
learn more about how their hunt-
ing seasons went and gauge their 
opinions on topics, and year after 
year they step up,” Johnson said. 
“Hunting is an important part of the 
lives of many Pennsylvanians, and I 
expect the state’s pheasant hunters 
will show us just that through their 
reporting of banded birds.” 

 A similar study on pheasant har-
vest rates was conducted in the fall 
of 1998. That study found about 50 
percent of pheasants stocked by the 
Game Commission were harvested.

 Since then, however, many chang-
es to pheasant-stocking strategies 
have been implemented. These 
changes aim for higher harvest rates, 
but harvest rates have not been eval-
uated since the changes took place.

 The Game Commission will use the 
results of this fall’s study, not only 
to determine pheasant harvest rates, 
but also to assess where opportuni-
ties exist to maximize the number of 
hunter-harvested pheasants through 
changes in stocking strategies.


