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“The message is clear: Cold water 
kills, and life jackets save lives,” 
Munson Badini said. “Waterfowl 
hunters can hit two birds with one 
shot by simply wearing their life 
jackets.”

The wide variety of comfortable 
life jackets designed specifically 
for waterfowl hunting includes in-
flatable vest and belt-pack styles, 
insulated flotation jackets, and foam-
filled vests with quilted shoulders 
and shell loops. Flotation jackets and 
foam-filled vests will offer hunters 
the best insulation against cold air 
and water.

At the very least, all boats must car-
ry one U.S. Coast Guard-approved 
life jacket for each passenger, and 
boats longer than 16 feet must also 
have a throwable flotation device 
immediately available. Children un-
der 10 must wear a life jacket. Other 
water safety tips for duck hunters 
include:

* Don’t overload the boat; take two 
trips if necessary.

* If wearing hip boots or waders, 
learn how to float with them on.

* Stay near shore and avoid cross-
ing large expanses of open water, 
especially in bad weather.

* Share trip plans with someone 
and advise them to call for help if 
traveling party does not return on 
schedule.

* Use a headlamp, spotlight or 
navigation lights to alert other boat-
ers to your presence in dark and/or 
foggy conditions.

For additional information, visit 
the boating safety page to download 
the DNR’s “Water Safety for Duck 
Hunters” brochure, or call 888-646-
6367 to request one by mail.

Duck season off 
to great start

With three duck hunting zones in 
effect in Minnesota, hunters in the 
Central and South duck zones are 
reminded of closed dates in those 
zones that split the season into two 
parts to provide more hunting op-
portunity later in the fall.

The waterfowl season in the Cen-
tral Duck Zone (south of Highway 
210) will be closed from Monday, 
Oct. 5, through Friday, Oct. 9, and 
then reopen Saturday, Oct. 10. In the 
South Duck Zone (south of Highway 
212), the waterfowl season will be 
closed from Monday, Oct. 5, through 

tinuous CRP programs have been 
filling up.

“We filled our initial 50,000 acre 
of Pheasant SAFE, received an ad-
ditional 14,000 acres that we have 
filled and are waiting to hear if our 
request for another 16,000 acres will 
be approved.

Continuous SAFE signups are go-
ing well with a lot of landowners 
wanting to reenroll. Gaining Ground 
SAFE has about 43,000 acres left of 
the original 75,000, so we are seeing 
more interest in the programs,” Bo-
genschutz said. 

Gaining Ground targets private 
land that is within a three mile radius 
of public areas 40 acres or larger. The 
forbs and grasses seed mixes benefit 
grassland birds and food plots are al-
lowed, but not required. There is a 90 
percent cost share and signing bonus. 

Pollinator Practice targeting bees 
and monarchs and benefiting pheas-
ants also has acres available. The 
DNR has resources available to 
landowners at www.iowadnr.gov/
habitat. 

“These programs are putting bet-
ter habitat on the ground in more 
targeted areas,” Bogenschutz said. 
“There is no one silver bullet that 
works everywhere but we are bet-
ter off having more habitat on the 
ground than less and may see a boost 
in our pheasant numbers from what 
the landowners have already done.”

For more information on general 
or continuous CRP programs con-
tact the local USDA office or local 
DNR private lands biologist www.
iowadnr.gov/privatelands. 

MINNESOTA
Input sought on 

proposed hunting 
rule changes, 

including non-
toxic shot on 

WMAs
Small-game hunters and others 

can give input starting Tuesday, Oct. 
13, on proposed rules that include 
requiring the use of non-toxic shot on 
wildlife management areas (WMAs) 
in Minnesota’s farmland zone. 

“The non-toxic shot rule would ap-
ply to hunters using shotguns with 
shot, not to hunters using single-
projectile ammunition, such as rifles 
or shotguns with slugs,” said Jason 
Abraham, furbearer and regulations 
specialist with the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources. “We’re 
trying to reduce the amount of lead 
deposited on public land, especially 
wetlands.”

The non-toxic shot proposal is one 
of several proposed rule changes, 
which also include hunting game 
on certain refuges, use of non-toxic 
shot for rails and snipe statewide, 
and adjustments to small game pos-
session limits.

The non-toxic shot requirement 
would affect hunters using shotguns 
to hunt wild turkey, pheasants and 
other small game species on WMAs 
in the farmland zone. Hunters cur-

rently need to use non-toxic shot for 
hunting waterfowl. It would not affect 
private land, state forest and county for-
est land. The farmland zone includes the 
far western and southern portion of the 
state. The forest zone makes up the north-
eastern part of the state and would not 
be affected by this proposed rule change.

“Requiring non-toxic shot on farmland 
zone WMAs will reduce the amount 
of lead deposited in or near wetlands 
on public lands. These are places with 
heavy hunting pressure,” Abraham 
said. “Also, federal lands already have 
this requirement, so our proposal makes 
the regulations simpler for hunters in 
WMAs, which are often bordered by 
federal land.”

The proposal would allow steel or other 
alternatives to lead that are approved by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Other proposals
“Many of the rule changes included in 

this package have been discussed and 
supported at past public input meetings 
and are currently in effect as temporary 
rules,” Abraham said. “Other proposals 
have not been in effect and we’re encour-
aging hunters to learn more about the 
rule proposals and provide input.”

begin at 9 a.m. Instead, shooting hours 
will be one-half hour before sunrise, to 
sunset.

* Allow open water hunting for migra-
tory waterfowl, coots, gallinules, rails 
and snipe in limited areas in the state.

* Require non-toxic shot when hunting 
snipe or rails.

* Increase the dove season by 10 days 
for consistency with federal regulations.

* Standardize common crow hunting 
dates by making the dates March1-31; 
Sept. 1 to Oct. 31, and Dec. 15 to Jan. 15.

More information about specific rules 
proposed and the rules process is avail-
able online on the wildlife rules input 
page. The DNR will accept written com-
ments about the proposed rule changes 
for at least 60 days beginning Oct. 13. 
Comments may be submitted to DNR 
Wildlife, Box 20 Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources, 500 Lafayette Road, 
St. Paul, MN 55155-4020 or by email at 
jason.abraham@dnr.state.mn.us.

Late season waterfowl hunters re-
minded that cold water kills

Specifically, provisions being proposed 
in this rule package include:

* Require non-toxic shot on wildlife 
management areas in the farmland zone, 
beginning in 2018.

* Make minimum archery draw weight 
requirements for hunting big game and 
wild turkey consistent with statute by 
no longer requiring a draw weight of 40 
pounds or more.

* During the youth deer season, allow 
youth to harvest a deer of either sex.

* Clarify requirements for registering 
and identifying bear bait stations.

* Make the possession limit for migrato-
ry waterfowl, coots, gallinules, rails and 
snipe consistent with federal regulations 
for migratory game bird species by mak-
ing the possession limit three times the 
daily limit instead of two times the limit.

* Increase the ruffed and spruce grouse 
possession limit from 10 to 15.

* Increase the sharp-tailed grouse pos-
session limit from six to nine.

* Increase the gray partridge possession 
limit from 10 to 15.

* Increase the cottontail rabbit and 
snowshoe hare possession limit from 
20 to 30.

* Decrease the jack rabbit possession 
limit from 20 to three, with not more than 
one jack rabbit taken per day.

* Increase the combined gray and fox 
squirrel possession limit from 14 to 21.

* Modify the prairie chicken season to 
improve hunting opportunity by making 
the season nine days instead of five and 
moving the season to the last Saturday 
in September.

* Modify the opening-day shooting 
hours for waterfowl hunting by remov-
ing the requirement that shooting hours 

WEARING A LIFE JACKET IS 
BEST DEFENSE AGAINST DAN-

GERS OF COLD WATER
Late season waterfowl hunters are 

reminded that with water temperatures 
rapidly dropping across the state, wear-
ing a life jacket is the best defense against 
the dangers posed by cold water, the 
Minnesota Department of Natural Re-
sources said.

In Minnesota, one-third of all boating 
fatalities occur during the cold water sea-
son, when water temperatures are below 
70 degrees. Cold water shock can cause 
even the strongest swimmers to drown 
in a matter of seconds if they fall in while 
not wearing a life jacket.

“If you ask the average duck hunter 
for safety advice, they will most likely 
recite firearm safety rules,” said Debbie 
Munson Badini, Minnesota DNR boat 
and water safety education coordinator. 
“But year after year, more waterfowl 
hunters die from drowning, cold water 
shock and hypothermia than from fire-
arm accidents.

“The importance of water safety and 
life jacket use needs to be impressed upon 
waterfowlers in the same manner as the 
tenets of firearm safety,” Munson Badini 
said. “Duck hunters are boaters, too, and 
they are often boating on dangerously 
cold water.”

Since 2010, five Minnesotans have died 
in duck hunting-related boating acci-
dents, including two minors. Last year, 
two drownings occurred; neither victim 
was wearing a life jacket.

Common causes of these fatal accidents 
included falling overboard, capsizing, or 
swamping due to overloading of passen-
gers and/or gear, but in nearly all cases 
the accident would not have been deadly 
if the victim had worn a life jacket.


