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State News You Can Use! IOWA
Online Hunting 

Atlas Offers 
Pheasant Hunters 

Places to Go 
Iowa hunters have been using the 

interactive Iowa hunting atlas to find 
new places to go hunting. The hunting 
atlas features more than 600,000 acres of 
public hunting land that is owned by the 
state, county or federal governments. 
It’s available online at www.iowadnr.
gov/hunting. This is a fairly new tool for 
hunters showing which zone the public 
area is in, type of shot allowed, wildlife 
likely to be found, provides an overhead 
look at the terrain and a downloadable 
or printable map. The mobile version of 
the atlas will show hunter location on 
the area if granted permission.

The atlas view from above allows 
hunters to zoom in on an area, see how 
to get there, the lay of the land and 
where one parcel of public hunting 
land is in relation to others and print 
off maps.

Information is updated as public hunt-
ing lands are acquired.

The hunting atlas also includes private 
land enrolled in the Iowa Habitat and 
Access Program (IHAP) where private 
landowners receive assistance to im-
prove habitat on their land in exchange 
for opening the property for hunter ac-
cess. The program has added more than 
9,000 acres where hunters can access 
private property.

Site maps are available at www.io-
wadnr.gov/ihap showing boundaries, 
which species would be most likely at-
tracted to the habitat and the location of 
a comment box where hunters can leave 
their thoughts on the program.

Walk-in public hunting through IHAP 
is available between September 1 and 
May 31.

State Forest Nursery and Sportsman’s 
Warehouse Team Up for the Upland 
Game Bird Specialty Packet

Hunters and landowners can do their 
part of help winter survival of their 
favorite game birds and other upland 
species by purchasing and planting an 

Upland Game Bird Specialty packet 
this month from the State Forest 
Nursery. And as a thank you, the first 
20 orders will receive a $25 gift card 
to Sportsman’s Warehouse. 

“Multi-row shelterbelts of conifers 
and shrubs are vitally important for 
game bird survival during Iowa’s 
severe winters,” says Paul Tauke, 
State Forester for the DNR. “And the 
Upland Game Bird Specialty packet 
helps create both winter cover and 
food sources for pheasants, quail and 
wild turkeys.”

The specialty packet will contain 
250 bareroot seedlings (for the price 
of 200 seedlings) between 8 and 24 
inches, depending on the tree or 
shrub species. Cost of the Upland 
Game Bird Specialty Packet is $110, 
plus tax, shipping and handling.

Each packet includes: 
* 50 wild plum; important winter 

cover and food source for pheasants 
and quail

* 50 gray dogwood; winter cover 
and food source for wild turkeys, 
pheasants and quail

* 50 white spruce; winter cover for 
pheasants and quail

* 50 bur oak; a primary food source 
for wild turkeys

* Plus, a bonus 50 pin oak; pre-
ferred food source for both turkeys 
and ducks

To take advantage of this offer, call 
the State Forest Nursery at 1-800-
865-2477 between 8:00 a.m. and 
4:30 p.m. and mention the “Upland 
Game Bird packet,” or visit www.
iowadnr.gov/seedlingcatalog And 
check out Sportsman’s Warehouse 
at www.sportsmanswarehouse.com 
for a variety of outdoor recreation 
equipment.

“We appreciate the effort of land-
owners and hunters in providing 
this critical habitat to Iowa’s upland 
birds,” says Tauke. “And we extend 
a special thanks to Sportsman’s 
Warehouse for partnering with us 
on this effort.” 

Each month, the State Forest Nurs-
ery creates a different specialty 
packet to offer a unique mix of tree 
and shrub species for that month 
only. This month’s specialty packet is 
only available through Oct. 30, 2015. 
Look for a new specialty packet an-
nouncement on Nov. 3.

Anyone can purchase seedlings 
from the Iowa State Forest Nursery 
for CRP projects, to increase wildlife 
habitat, pollinator potential or di-
versify backyard woodlands. More 
than 40 species are available from 
the nursery. Seedling choices, includ-
ing photos and descriptions, can be 
seen in the seedling catalog at www.
iowadnr.gov/seedlingcatalog

Adding Habitat Important to Grow 
Pheasant Numbers 

Iowa pheasants have enjoyed a 
good two-year run of milder winters 
leading to the highest bird numbers 
since 2008, but that run of good 
luck can’t last forever. Weather and 
habitat are keys to bird survival and 
over the last eight years Iowa has 
lost 500,000 acres of CRP statewide. 

“We’re trying to keep as many CRP 
acres as we can,” said Todd Bogen-
schutz, upland game bird biologist 
with the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources. 

Land in CRP is often cyclical - re-
moved when crop prices are high 
and enrolled when prices are low. 
With corn prices in the mid-$3 range, 
Bogenschutz expects to see more 
interest in the program. 

A general CRP signup is expected 
in December will have around 24 
million acres available nationally, 
down from 32 million acres from 
previous signups, meaning land-
owners will likely need to higher 
environmental benefits scores and 
have better cover types to get their 
offers accepted. 

While the general CRP signup is 
a few months away, existing Con-

Jan 30-31 Erie Kennel Club 
Inc. Show Bayfront Conven-

tion Center Erie 

SOUTH 
DAKOTA 

Dec 5 Gun Show Rapid City 
Civic Center Rapid City 

Jan 9-10 Gun Show Swiftel 
Center 824 32nd Ave Brook-
ings 

Jan 30-31 Gun Show National 
Field Archery Building 800 
Archery Lane Yankton 

Feb 12 South Dakota Ducks 
Unlimited State Conven-
tion Highland Event Center 
Mitchell

WISCONSIN 
Dec 2 Gun Show Comfort Suites 
725 Paradise Lane Johnson 
Creek 

Dec 4-6 Gun Show Fairgrounds 
503 North Jackson Ave Jefferson 

Dec 4-6 Gun Show Fairgrounds 
500 E Cty Rd Y Oshkosh 

Dec 11-13 Gun Show Expo Fo-
rum 1000 Northview Road 
Waukesha 

Dec 18-20 Gun Show Sports 
Complex 6000 W Ryan Rd 
Franklin 

Jan 1-2 Gun Show Shopko Hall 
Green Bay 

Jan 8-10 Gun Show 4-H Expo 
Forum 1000 Northview Road 
Waukesha 

Jan 15-17 Gun Show La Crosse 
Center 300 Harborview Place 
La Crosse 

Jan 15-16 Gun Show Stout Ale 
House 1501 N Broadway Meno-
monie 

Jan 22-24 Gun Show Fairgrounds 
1301 Craig Ave Janesville 

Jan 29-31 Cedar Creek Mall 
10101 Market St Rothschild 
Jan 16-17 Winnegamie Dog 
Club Inc. Show Winnebago 
County Fairgrounds Oshkosh 

We have a more complete 
calendar on our website 

www.Bdarn.com
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Having a Banquet?
Want some copies 

of the magazine for 
their goody bags? 
Get a hold of us at 
www.Bdarn.com 
We will donate to 

as many as we can!


