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From the 
Publisher’s Desk

Welcome to the Decem-
ber/January 2016 issue of Bird 
Dog & Retriever News. Thank 
you to all the existing and new 
advertisers and subscribers 
we are growing fast.

This is our post/end of 
the season issue. I hope you 
all had as great of year as we 
have had. Ellen and I had a 
great day in the grouse woods 
a few weeks ago introduc-
ing Josie our new Vizsla pup 
and giving Jersey our rescue 
Vizsla a fun time in front of a 
LOT of birds. In a couple of 
hours we kicked up a dozen 
birds and yes we had a great 
meal of Ruffed Grouse that 
evening. And YES it was on 
public hunting grounds. Proof 
if you get off the trails you 
WILL see birds. And no I’m 
not telling you where.

This issue we are bring 
you two new authors: Frank 
Neumayer talking about Gun 
Fit and shooting. And the Ja-
son Dommeyer a great trainer 
from Cannon River Kennels of 
MN. We hope to read much 
more of their wisdom in up-
coming issues.

We donated a few thou-
sand copies of Bird Dog & 
Retriever News to conserva-
tion and dog club banquets 
since we spoke last. We expect 
to donate even more in this 
and upcoming issues. We ask 
for only a couple of things 
from you to donate: Give us 
a contact persons name and 
address, tell us how many 
people will be at your banquet 
and when (contact us 60 days 
in advance if possible) and 
send us a picture holding a 
copy of Bird Dog & Retriever 
News in front of your club 
name at the banquet so we 
can tell everyone about your 
group. Don’t COST NUTHIN!

So what’s on store for us 
in the next month? We have 
two major events. Josie will 
be going into the show ring 
at the Land O Lakes Ken-
nel Club Show in St Paul in 
early January. And Ellen & I 
will be attending the Grand 
Daddy of all shows the annual 
SHOT Show in Las Vegas. It’s 
been a few years but last time 
we attended the show was 
twelve miles to walk it of the 
greatest hunting/gun exhibits 
anywhere in this galaxy… we 
can’t wait. 

I have been actively in-
volved in over a dozen 
clubs and organiza-

tions in the past dozen years. 
All those organizations had 
one thing in common: they 
all failed in bringing in youth 
and new blood into the orga-
nizations. Because of that 
most clubs and organiza-
tions have a questionable 
future.

So I thought I would sit 
down and write down ten 
ways to attract youth and 
new people to your club. 
BOTH are important the 
youth perhaps more so.

Do you have an officer 
on the board involved in 
recruiting or getting new 
people? You should. My ex-
perience is if you don’t have 
someone focused on a task 
in a club it doesn’t get done.

Do you have activities 
specifically designed for new 
people top do in your club? 
Such tasks as bird planting 
helper, next in line caller, 
registration table, and prize 
deliverer. There are dozens 
of things a newbie or young 
man/lady can do with little 
training.

Do you have a page on 
your website or a simple 
handout you can give a new-
bie about the organization so 
they can fit in better.

Do you have a person at 
every event who’s job it is 
to find the new people and 
introduce them to the “regu-
lars”.

Do you feature a newbees 
picture and contact info on 
your website and newsletter?

Do you have a form to fill 
out either on your web page 
or a handout for someone 
interested in the club to be 
contacted by a club member?

 Do you have a booth at 
your local sports show to pro-
mote your club to newbees?

Are you contacting the 
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, local 
Chamber, Welcome Wagon, 
and Tourism Association to 
let THEM know you exist?

Do you offer to help: 
Hunter Safety Instructors, 

Police/fire/cities/county 
organizations to get some 
visibility.

Do you have a few jackets 
or T-shirts printed with your 
organizations name to be 
shared when you are helping 
at events?

Do HALF of the above 
and FOLLOW UP and I will 
guarantee you your organi-
zation will come back to life 
with new people. And it will 
be the best feeling you will 
have and give more back then 
you ever had.

If you have a club news-
letter or web page you are 
welcome to use this article. 
All I ask is that you tell them 
where you read it and give a 
link to Bird Dog & Retriever 
News.

Dennis Guldan hails from 
New Brighton, MN by way 
of Marshfield, WI and is the 
publisher of Bird Dog & Re-
triever News www.Bdarn.
com   

Ten Ways To Get Youth 
Involved In Your Club

By Dennis Guldan 

Stan Bentall
Master Sculptor Of The Hunting Dog

www.StanBentall.com 505-986-8623 Studio, 505-670-6796 Cell
I HAVE CLOSED OUR GALLERY IN SANTA FE RECENTLY AND AFTER 62 

YEARS OF SCULPTING THE HUNTING DOG I AM RETIRING.

I AM OFFERING TO YOU 
MY ORIGINAL BROZE 
SCULPTURES THAT I 
HAVE IN INVENTORY 
AT HALF PRICE. CHECK 
MY WEB SITE WWW .
S TA N B E N TA L L . C O M 
AND YOU MAY HAVE 
A N Y  S C U L P T U R E 
OF YOUR CHOICE AT 
H A L F  T H E  P R I C E 
LISTED. SCULPTURES 
WILL BE SUBJECT TO 
AVAILABILITY. 

Dennis Guldan 
Publisher 

Bird Dog & Retriever News
Publisher@Bird-Dog-News.com

612-868-9169 
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Realistic Expectations
By George Hickox

The only short cut to 
training a dog is to do 
it right the first time. 

As the saying goes, preventive 
medicine is better than surgery. 
By pushing a dog too fast too far, 
trainers often find themselves 
in the dilemma of having to 
fix problems. Fixing is a whole 
bunch harder than developing a 
dog on the dog’s timetable.

Using benchmarks and re-
alistic expectations is of para-
mount importance. In order to 
mold a dog into a partner that 
complies with excellence and 
tail-wagging enthusiasm, a 
number of repetitions are re-
quired. A successful trainer ce-
ments desired behaviors with 
repetitions. When you think 
the dog has it, repeat, repeat, 
and then repeat again. 

When a trainer skimps on 
repetitions, the dog is short-
changed. A trainer operating 
under the philosophy “That is 
good enough” will inevitably 
end up putting more pres-
sure, on the dog because the 
dog will fail when he has not 
had enough repetitions under 
guidance to ensure success. No 
dog will look stylish and confi-
dent by being corrected more. 
Any training program that en-
sures the dog will receive more 
corrections is not a blueprint for 
blue-ribbon success.

In our training schools I hear 
far too often owners stating that 
their dog is only 10 months old 
(or some young age) and the dog 
is almost finished. There are no 
10-month-old National Champi-
ons. A 10-month-old dog could 
not have had as many repetitions 
as a 4-year-old dog. In my opin-
ion this would be an unrealistic 
expectation. There is no badge of 
honor to have the youngest dog 
ever trained. The badge of honor 
is earned by having the best dog 
ever trained.

An advantage we have as 
canine trainers is that we do 
not have to graduate a dog to 
the next grade until he achieves 
an A+ in the current grade. In 
the public school system, stu-
dents move to the next grade 
although they had a C- in the 
previous grade. If we were to 
take that approach in dog train-
ing, our dogs would inevitably 
fail because there would not be 
a solid foundation established to 
support more advanced training. 
A knowledgeable and successful 

teacher of dogs does not gradu-
ate the canine, pupil to the next 
level of training until the dog 
has earned an A+ at the current 
level of learning.

Dog training is a building-
block approach. The new behav-
ior or response is built on what 
has been previously learned by 
the dog. Each exercise being 
taught should help the dog learn 
the next more advanced task. 
The approach of hammering a 
square peg into a round hole 
does not work well in develop-
ing enthusiastic canine learners 

that look forward to school and 
approach new learning with an 
open mind.

Learning should begin early 
in the dog’s life during the 
imprinting stage that occurs 
through the first 20 weeks of 
the dog’s development. During 
this period the dog is learning 
what life is all about and what 
works for him. This is the time 
to guide the dog down the right 
road. Unlearning learned behav-
ior is difficult, and trainers are 
much wiser to not be guilty of 
rewarding a dog for unwanted 
behaviors and rewarding de-
sired behaviors.

In pointing breeds, the be-
havior of standing should be 
the default behavior. By default 
behavior, I mean that when in 
doubt the dog stands. When 
Pupster stands, he is rewarded 
with a treat, I am looking to 
develop the pointer who stands 
because this behavior gains him 
a treat. In the beginning I am not 
issuing a command. I am simply 
trying to develop a dog that 
offers the behavior of standing 
because it works for him and not 
because he has to stand.

I use clicker training in the 
foundational stages. During the 
initial stages of training, I imple-
ment positive reinforcement for 
the behaviors I am seeking to es-
tablish as default behaviors. By 
incorporating positive reinforce-
ment and marking the desired 
behavior with the clicker, we are 
able to teach a dog that he can 
earn a paycheck by trying. A lack 
of effort results in no reward.

Once the dog is offering a 
desired behavior of standing 
reliably, I say the command 
“Whoa” as the dog is offering 
the behavior. I will only say the 
command one time. Because I 
said the command as the dog 
was offering the behavior, I have 
guaranteed the outcome. The 
dog will be rewarded. I will then 
give the command to whoa. If 
the dog whoas, he is rewarded. If 
he does not whoa, the paycheck 
is withheld. Again, I do not 
repeat the command if the dog 

does not whoa the first time. The 
objective is not to get the dog to 
eventually whoa, but rather to 
get the dog to whoa the first time 
he receives the command.

Earlier I said we incorporate 
benchmarks. When I outlined 
the creation of stand as a default 
behavior, benchmarks guided 
the approach. If the dog was not 
reliably offering a specific be-
havior in order to earn a reward, 
I did not start teaching what the 
command whoa meant. I said 
the command “Whoa” as the 
dog was offering the behavior 
that he had already been offer-
ing reliably.

My next benchmark is the 
80-percent rule. When the dog 
responds to the command eight 
out of 10 times in yard training, I 
incorporate avoidance training. 
In avoidance training there is a 
consequence and correction for 
noncompliance the first time 
a command is given. I do not 
believe that rewards alone or 
the withholding of the treat 
alone will develop a consistent 
response to a command under 
all circumstances.

We train bird 
dogs 

A bird dog is possessed for 
birds. The withholding of a piece 
of food if the dog roots out or 
chases a bird will not develop a 
dog that will whoa with a bird 
in front of him until the cows 
come home. It just is not going 
to happen. Generalization and 
proofing to a command must be 
trained. Generalization means 
the dog responds to a command 
everywhere. Proofing means the 
dog responds to the command 
even though subjected to major 
distractions.

The bird is a major distrac-
tion for a genetically possessed 
bird dog. If the dog will not stop 
upon command With no birds 
involved, he absolutely is not 
going to obey the whoa com-
mand in the field when birds 
are involved. This would not 

be realistic. If the command 
whoa has not been general-
ized, then commanding whoa 
to a dog around birds may 
lead to blinking. Blinking is 
when the dog smells a bird 
and purposely leaves the area 
in order to avoid the possibil-
ity of a correction because 
he believes getting closer to 
the bird was the cause of a 
negative consequence. It is 
critical that the dog knows 
not stopping was the cause, 
not the bird.

In the case of teaching a 
pointing dog to have immac-
ulate bird manners and stand 
game with style, it is impera-
tive the dog has a number of 

repetitions of responding to the 
whoa command before being 
taught to point birds reliably 
and not creep in on the birds. 
Repetitions take time. The more 
repetitions the dog has, the more 
reliable the dog will be. Any 
dog! No matter what the task or 
commands a trainer is seeking 
to teach the canine student, the 
prescription is to take the time 
to do repetitions, be realistic 
about expectations, and follow 
benchmarks. 

A professional trainer and 
handler of pointing and flushing 
dogs, George Hickox conducts 
four-day and one-day training 
schools for owners and their 
dogs. For more information on 
the George Hickox School of 
Dog Training or Hickox’s two 
training DVDs, “Training Point-
ing Dogs “ and “Training the 
Upland Retriever,” please visit 
www.georgehickox.com.

Training



SPOT Gen3
When your adventures take you 

beyond cell service, SPOT Gen3 gives 
you a critical, life-saving line of com-
munication. The latest generation of 
award-winning SPOT devices, SPOT 
Gen3 lets family and friends know 
you’re okay or send emergency re-
sponders your GPS location, all at the 
push of a button. Add this rugged, 
pocket-sized device to your essential 
gear and stay connected wherever 
you roam.

Choose your Track Rate: New up-
graded tracking options, Unlimited 
and Extreme Tracking, allow you to 
choose the rate at which your tracking 
messages are sent – every 2 ½ , 5, 10, 
30 or 60 minutes.

Extended Tracking Mode: Ad-
venture doesn’t have a time limit and 
neither should your tracking. When 
you upgrade to Unlimited or Extreme 
tracking SPOT Gen3 will continue 
sending tracks for as long as you keep 
moving or until the power runs out.

Motion-Activated Tracking: No 
matter the tracking service level you 
choose, SPOT Gen3’s tracking has the 
added benefit of being Motion Acti-
vated. A vibration sensor tells SPOT to 
send tracks when you are moving and 
to stop when you do. This conserves 
battery power and keeps your Shared 
Page from getting cluttered when you 
stop to camp for the night.

$169.95
www.findmespot.com

Chaheati Heated Seat
The Chaheati® is cord-

less, lightweight and col-
lapsible so you can take it 
anywhere. Its rechargeable 
heating system has four set-
tings and provides up to six 
hours of heat. Now there’s 
no reason to pack it in early 
when the weather turns cool 
outside - just grab some heat 
with Chaheati! The Chaheati 
is designed to withstand the 
elements, so you don’t have to 
worry about being caught in 
the rain at the next ball game 
or splashed on the river bank. 

$99.99
www.chaheati.com

Insulated Kennel Cover 
with ArcticShield 

Technology
ArcticShield Insulated Kennel 

Cover with ArcticShield Technology 
Insulated with ArcticShield Technol-
ogy. Protects from wind, rain, snow 
and the cold. Top carry handles-
makes handling the kennel easy with 
the cover on. Four D-rings – able to 
tie down the kennel. Take up straps 
to tighten the fit – minimizing any 
wind flap. Two side windows that are 
vented with zippered closures – roll 
up and secure with toggles/elastic 
loops. Main door zippered - roll up 
and secure with toggles/elastic loops. 
Open bottom design, makes for easy 
on/off – Three adjustable straps se-
cure the fit w/quick detach buckles. 
Bottom hem has elastic cord to snug 
tight. SIZING: Medium: 33.5” x 22.5” x 
24.75” Large: 38” x 25” x 28” X-Large: 
41” x 27.5” x 30.25”

$149.99
www.onyxoutdoor.com

X-TALKER 
T65VP3

Clear Reception. Clear 
Transmission. Clear Sound 
Quality. Available in the 
new Mossy Oak® Break Up 
Country Camo pattern, the 
X-TALKER T65 has up to a 
32-mile range and features 36 
Channels, 121 Privacy Codes, 
Channel Scan, and our leg-
endary Weather Alert and 
Weather Scan technology.

•Three Year Warranty • 
36 Channels • Clear, crisp 
communication with easy 
button access • Xtreme 
Range* - Up to 32 miles • 
121 Privacy Codes • Weather 
Alert Radio with Weather 
Scan • Vibrate Alert • 5 
Animal Call Alerts • eVOX 
Hands-Free Operation

$79.99 
midlandusa.com
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New Products

Winter Training Camp  
for Gun Dogs 

“The Big Ranch” | South Texas
Dec. 5, 2015 - March 5, 2016
Includes transportation from Minnesota.

We are one of  the few trainers allowed to train on the legendary ranch 
during the winter. Let us expose your dog to limits of  doves and up to 30 

coveys of  wild Bobwhite Quail per day! Limited space. Call (320) 360-5568. 

http://www.foxrunkennel.net/Training.html
Contact Matt at (320) 360-5568 |email: matt.foxrunkennels@gmail.com

• HuntSmith Gold Level Certified Trainer •
• Training All Pointing & Flushing Breeds •

• Smith Line Brittany Breeder •
• Puppies: Started & Finished For Sale •

• Training Supplies •
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Support US, 
so we can 

Support YOU!

Subscribe to Bird Dog & Retriever News (Six issues)
Only $9.99/Year if payment sent, else Billed $10.99
PO Box 120089, St Paul, MN 55112 www.Bdarn.com
Name ________________________________________
Adr __________________________________________
City _______________ ST _____ ZIP ________

Subscribe Today

Want us to send a free 
copy to a friend/client 
or puppy owner tell us 

on our website

Here’s the question I 
get often, especially 
from new shoot-

ers.  “I just bought a new shotgun 
and I want to make sure it fits me 
properly and that I have it set-up cor-
rectly.  What information or advice 
can you give me on this topic?”  My 
answer is simple, proper gun-fit 
and set-up is crucial to being 
successful in the field or on the 
range.  It’s also unique to every 
shooter, and to the specific gun(s) 
they plan on using.  It doesn’t 
matter if you have a standard 
field grade or a custom target 
gun, the basics of proper gun-fit 
and set-up remain the same. 

 I’ve mounted new Perazzis 
and Kreighoffs right off-the-shelf, 
that didn’t fit me as well as a field 
grade Remington 1100 right out 
of the box.  The point is… wheth-
er your shotgun is a high-end 
target gun or a field grade hunter, 
the right gun-fit and set-up is im-
perative for any target breaking 
or hunting success.  Let’s look 
at the basic elements of proper 
gun-fit so you can make certain 
your gun is properly set-up for 
the shooting game or activity you 
plan to undertake.  Remember, 
these two factors are critical to 
your shooting comfort, fun, and 
success! 

First of all, we need to es-
tablish two baseline dimensions 
from which all elements of gun-
fit and set-up relate.  1)  When 
looking down on the top-view of 
your shotgun, picture a straight 
line or centerline running from 
the heel of the stock to the end 
of the barrel.  2)  When looking at 
your shotgun from the side-view, 
picture a straight line running 
flat along the length of the rib or 
barrel the entire length of your 
gun from the tip of the barrel 
on out to the heel point of the 
stock.  The key shooting factors 
involved with basic gun-fit and 
set-up relate to comfort, control, 

and alignment.  When all of these 
factors are properly addressed, 
the result leads to consistency 
or repeatability.  Again, most of 
the elements of gun-fit and set-
up are taken from the top-view 
centerline dimension, or the side-
view straight line dimension.  Let’s 
start by defining the elements of 
gun-fit, and how each directly 
relates to successful shooting. 

Cast:   This is the only ele-
ment of gun-fit that relates to 
the top-view dimension men-
tioned above.  This is where 
only the stock portion of your 
gun is Cast (by only a degree 
or two) right or left from the 
centerline of your shotgun.  Cast 
relates to proper (right or left) 
eye-alignment to the barrel, rib, 
and beads.  For right handed 
shooters, Cast-off is to the right 
of the centerline and Cast-on is 
to the left.  Some shotguns mod-
els have tapered shims or spac-
ers inserted at the stock-receiver 
connection to help adjust Cast.  
 
Length Of Pull:   From the side-
view, this is the distance mea-
sured from the trigger to the 
butt plate of the stock.  Standard 
Length Of Pull (LOP) for factory 
shotguns is around 14.5”.  With 
the gun mounted and your face 
down on the comb, there should 
only be about 1” to 1.5” between 
your nose and the heel of your 
thumb of the hand gripping the 

stock.  LOP is critical for gun 
control and pattern placement.

Drop:   Again, from the side-
view, Drop is the distance from 
the straight line dimension of the 
barrel and rib to the heel point of 
the stock.  Drop directly relates 
to proper eye alignment when 
looking down the rib or barrel to 
the bead.  The pupil of your eye 
should sit level with the base of 
the rib.  If the pupil is below the 
base of the rib, your view of the 
target is impaired and your POI 
will be to low.  If the pupil is too 
high, your gun’s pattern point 
of impact (POI) will be to high.  

 
Comb Height:    The 
height of the comb di-
rectly relates to the pat-
tern POI.  From the side 
view, Comb Height is 
measured in relation to 
the straight line running 
along the rib and barrel.  
Raising or lowering the 
comb raises or lowers 
the pattern POI.  Raising 

the comb 1/8” will raise the pat-
tern POI by 4” at 40 yards (3/16” 
= 6”; 5/16” = 10”; 3/8” = 12”).  
Adding 1/8” - 3/8” thick (peel & 
stick) pads to the comb can help 
raise the POI.  On some shotgun 
models, lowering the entire stock 
with factory shims at the stock/
receiver connection will raise 
the POI.  Conversely, raising the 
entire stock will lower the POI.  A 
four way adjustable butt plate or 
recoil pad assembly can also help 
with POI adjustment.  

Pitch Angle:   From the side-
view, Pitch Angle is the angle of 
the butt plate of the stock in rela-
tion to a 90 degree angle from the 
straight line that runs along the 
top of rib or barrel.  Pitch Angle 
can affect shooter comfort and 
the placement of felt-recoil at the 
shoulder.  It can also cause the 
gun’s muzzle to kick slightly up 
or down upon the shot, which 
can translate into an inconsistent 
pattern POI. 

Balance:   Shotgun Balance is 
usually measured at the hinge-
pins on break-open guns, or 
centered just forward of the trig-
ger on pumps and autos.  Gun 
Balance effects barrel swing, 
speed, and control, and weights 
can be added to the barrel or the 
stock to make minor adjustments.  
The overall weight of the gun is 
important, so choose one that’s 
on the heavy side, but still com-
fortable to easily mount, swing, 
and control.      

Hopefully, by understanding 
these basic gun-fit and gun set-
up elements, you’ll realize just 

how important it is for success-
ful shooting.  Again, the critical 
factors we’re trying to achieve 
are shooter comfort, gun con-
trol, eye-rib alignment, and gun 
mounting consistency or repeat-
ability.  Whether in the field or 
on the range, the key to success 
is being accurate and consistent 
on every shot every time.  Ac-
curacy and consistency can only 
come from having a gun that is 
properly fitted and properly set-
up specifically for the shooter 
using it. 

Start with getting your gun 
fitted properly for comfort and 
control, then focus on proper gun 
set-up for face-eye-rib alignment, 
and the desired POI.  You may 
want to see a custom gun-fitter 
to make certain of all the correct 
adjustments.  Remember, the key 
in all of this is knowing exactly 
where your gun is shooting for 
every target or bird you attempt.  
Think of your gun as a preci-
sion tool that you’re using for a 
precision task!  If and when you 
miss… you want to know that 
it’s the shooter and not the gun 
causing the problem.

 
See you at the club… Frank

Basic Gun-fit and Set-up
By Frank Neumayer
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If you want to do a good job as 
a dog trainer, you need to have 
some knowledge of your subject, 

the dog. What does he see? What 
does he hear? What does he smell? 
How does he learn? Most important 
is; how does he communicate? A 
little information on these topics will 
make your job much easier and will 
take your training project to higher 
degrees of excellence.

His Origins and 
Evolution

DNA studies have shown that all 
dogs have evolved from the Eur-
asian gray wolf. The first archaeo-
logical evidence of domestic dogs 
indicates the earliest domestication 
at approximately fourteen thousand 
years ago. Since that time, the dog 
has proven himself to be a skilled 
and talented adapter to the company 
of humans. In contrast to most other 
mammals, the dog has continued to 
increase in numbers and geographic 
expansion.
During the early portion of the dog’s 
domestication, man was basically a 
hunter/gatherer with an uncertain 
and unpredictable food supply. The 
dog’s earliest value to man prob-
ably lay in guarding, hunting, and 
herding, three behaviors natural to 
the dog. The dog probably also had 
great early value as an emergency 
food supply. That would have ruth-
lessly driven a selection process 
favoring the most valuable dogs in 
terms of function, intelligence, and 
communication skills. Dogs evolved 
to excel at reading and anticipating 
what people wanted or intended to 
do. They became masters at read-
ing a person’s body language, eye 
movements, and intentions. Those 
that did not ended up roasting over 
the village fire in times of food short-
age. The dogs that had the most 
value were the dogs that survived 
the longest. With an evolutionary 
history like this, a dog is not capable 
of willful disobedience, a character-
istic that many trainers seem prone 
to attach to the dog.

His Basic Nature
The world of dogs is poorly under-
stood and greatly distorted by myth 
and folklore. It is also distorted by 
a lack of research and valid infor-
mation. Until recently, the dog has 
been virtually neglected by the ani-
mal behavior research community. 
There has been more dog behavioral 
research conducted in the past ten 
years than was conducted in the pre-
vious one hundred years. A number 

of myths have been dispelled.
A major myth is the importance 
of dominance in a dog’s life and 
social structure. The traditional 
picture we have had of dominance 
in dogs was derived from observa-
tions of wolves in contrived, artifi-
cial packs in very large pens. The 
advent of modern radio tracking 
devices has allowed detailed stud-
ies of wolf behavior in their natural 
environment. We have found that 
the typical wolf pack is eight to ten 
wolves consisting of a dominant 
breeding pair and prior years’ off-
spring. It operates as a cooperative 
family group. The old dominance-
and-subordinance model is a highly 
questionable concept in light of 
today’s knowledge.
Some groundbreaking research that 
challenges traditional dog lore has 
been conducted by Brian Hare of 
Duke University. Dr. Hare’s research 
has upended a number of traditional 
views of dogs.
Here are some excerpts from The 
Genius of Dogs by Brian Hare and 
Venessa Woods (Plume Books, 2013).
In wolves, with the exception of 
very large packs, a single breeding 
pair is dominant to everyone else. 
This pair uses their dominance to 
suppress the breeding of other pack 
members. Dominant female wolves 
are aggressive all year round and 
use unprovoked attacks to prevent 
other females from mating.
Younger and subordinate pack 
members are usually the offspring 
of the breeding pair from previous 
years.
To earn their keep, juveniles help 
their parents raise the next gen-
eration. Juveniles bring back food 
to pups after a successful hunt and 
protect the pups while their parents 
are hunting.
Feral dogs have a different system. 
While some feral dog groups have 
a dominance hierarchy that predicts 
priority of access to resources such 
as food and mating partners, this 
hierarchy is not as strict as in wolves. 
There is no dominant pair that leads 
the group. Instead, the leader of a 
feral pack is the dog who has the 
most friends. When the pack decides 
where to go, they do not follow the 
most dominant dog; instead, they 
follow the dog with the strongest 
social network.
It appears that the traditional view 
of dominance and subordinance has 
limited bearing on dog training.

The Dog’s Intelligence
The very small amount of research 
that we currently have suggests that 
dogs are very smart in a comparison 
with other mammals, including pri-
mates. Here is what Brian Hare and 
Venessa Woods have to say in The 
Genius of Dogs:
Dog’s cognitive ability relative to 
other animals

Genius
-Comprehending visual gestures 
-Learning new words Remarkable
-”Talking” through vocalizations 
and visual signals -Understanding 
an audience’s perspective -Copying 
others’ actions -Recruiting Help
Here is what Hare and Woods say 
about comprehending visual ges-
tures:
Wolves might be better than dogs at 
trial-and-error learning, but no one 
would argue that wolves are easier 
to train than dogs.
A dog will always learn from a hu-
man faster than a wolf, because dogs 
have evolved skills to read our com-
municative signals. While working 
dogs might be more skilled at using 
human gestures as a result of either 
training or human selection for this 
skill, all dogs are skilled at using 
human gestures. Even shelter dogs 
and breeds not intentionally bred by 
humans are skilled at using human 
gestures.
It was suspected that dogs are more 
socially skilled than primates and 
wolves because they (dogs) are 
heavily exposed to people through-
out their lifetime. In a surprise 
finding, young puppies with little 
exposure to humans are as skilled 
at using human gestures as adult 
dogs are.
This research says that dogs are 
extremely attuned to learning from 
people and that dogs have an innate 
talent on the scale of genius with 
respect to responding to directional 
cues from people. That tells me that 
our traditional retriever-training 
models are ten times more compli-
cated and ten times more lengthy 

than they need to be. Many tra-
ditional training models actually 
interfere with learning in a smart 
dog.

The Dog’s Ears
A dog’s ears are approximately 
four times more sensitive than a 
human’s ears. Thus, the sound a 
human can hear at twenty-five 
yards, a dog can hear at one hun-
dred yards. The sensitivity of the 
dog’s hearing has two powerful 
impacts upon his training and 
upon his gundog job. Number one 

is the relative ease with which his 
ears can be damaged by too much 
noise. If his ears are four times more 
sensitive than yours, then they are 
four times more susceptible to dam-
age from the loud noise of a shot. 
When you are shooting, be careful 
of the location of his head relative 
to the muzzle blast of your shotgun. 
Be very careful in metal-pit blinds. 
If you keep your dog down in the 
bottom of the pit while shooting, he 
will go deaf quickly. Try remaining 
seated in the pit while the other oc-
cupants are shooting, and you will 
understand the intensity of the noise 
levels. Multiply that volume by four 
for a dog’s ears.
Another factor to consider is the 
volume of your whistle. If you train 
the dog to respond to a high-volume 
whistle blast when he is close to 
you, then when he is two hundred 
yards away, he is not going to get 
the volume of whistle for which he 
has been trained. When you read the 
section on cue discrimination, you 
will learn that during initial training 
and during all work within thirty 
to forty yards, the whistle volume 
should be quite low. I frequently 
use a simple, forceful “hiss” noise 
produced by forcing air over my 
tongue instead of a whistle when the 
dog is inside thirty to forty yards. A 
“hiss” is also very handy when you 
are fumbling around, looking for 
your whistle.
A further pertinent factor is how the 
dog uses his ears to locate a downed 
bird. All dogs have inherited from 
their wolf ancestors a propensity to 
use their ears to locate prey. A good 
account of this behavior is given in 
Canadian author Farley Mowatt’s 
1963 book, Never Cry Wolf, a story of 
Mowatt’s summer spent observing 
a small pack of arctic wolves near 
the Arctic Circle. Mowatt found 
that most of the wolves’ summer 
diet consisted of mice, and that the 
wolf has a very stylized, inherited 
behavior for mouse hunting.
When a wolf hunts mice, he simply 
does a few stiff-legged bounces in 
the brush to stir up the prey. Then 
he stops and listens. When he hears 
a rustle, he focuses on it with a few 

The Dog

Buy The Book
Absolutely Positively Gundog Training: Positive 

Training for Your Retriever Gundog
by Robert Milner

Buy The Book: Thanks to 
Robert Milner we have 
and excerpt from his great 
book Absolutely Posi-
tively Gundog Training,  

Copyrights 2015
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Industry Newsminor head-and-ear movements. 
Then he crouches and pounces 
on the mouse, pinning it with his 
forepaws, before snapping it up 
in his mouth. All of this activity is 
accomplished without ever see-
ing the mouse. Some research has 
shown that the wolf can echolocate 
a mouse rustling in the brush six feet 
away and pounce and pin it with his 
forepaws within a half centimeter 
of error.
This hardwired ancestral behavior 
is also used to echolocate a downed 
duck by its splash or by its thump 
on hitting the ground. Your dog does 
not necessarily need to see a fall in 
order to get a good “fix” on its loca-
tion. This ability especially applies 
at night.

The Dog’s Nose
The dog’s nose is truly a wonder far 
beyond human comprehension. In 
2002, Sandia National Laboratories 
conducted a study on nose sensitivity 
of trained explosive-detection dogs and 
determined that an explosive-detection 
dog could detect a target odor down in 
the range of one hundred parts per tril-
lion. They had to determine the concen-
tration by dilution and extrapolation, 
as we don’t have instruments that will 
measure that extreme level of dilution. 
In the words of Sandia Laboratories, 
that concentration is the “equivalent to 
one molecule per sniff.”
Much of a dog’s brain is devoted to 
odor processing. Because a dog depends 
heavily on scent information to interpret 
his world, scent heavily influences his 
behavior. Most of the odors that are 
influencing him are undetectable to 
scent-challenged humans. Whenever 
the dog fails to operate as you wish, 
remember the power of odor as a dis-
traction to a dog.
Remember that a human is not equipped 
to tell a dog where or when to detect an 
odor or how to react to it. Only the dog 
knows.

The Dog’s Eyes
Dogs are looking at you much more 
than you think. They have a visual 
field of 250 degrees compared to the 
human field of 190 degrees. By hu-
man standards, this extra peripheral 
vision allows the dog to see a lot 
more than we are aware of.
The two types of vision receptor 
cells are rods and cones. Rods detect 
light and dark, while cones detect 
color. Humans have a higher per-
centage of cones than dogs, with the 
lower cone ratio giving the dog an 
estimated six-times-poorer eye for 
detail compared to humans. On the 
other hand, dogs have many more 
rods than humans and can conse-
quently see in light at a five-times-
lower level than humans.
A higher percentage of rods allows 
the dog to detect motion much better 
than humans. This superior motion-
detection capability gives dogs 
a wide range of communication 
skills. In observing other animals 
and people, dogs read posture and 
other behavior nuances with great 
adeptness.
Dogs have relatively poor color 
vision. They have only two kinds 

of color receptors compared to the 
three kinds possessed by humans. 
The dog’s color vision is similar to 
that of a human with red-green color 
blindness.

The Dog’s 
Communication

To the trainer, communicating with the 
dog is the most important aspect of dog 
training. To train the dog, you have to be 
able to communicate what you want the 
dog to do. The trainer who knows how 
the dog communicates will be a much 
more successful trainer.
The dog communicates with sound 
for two basic scenarios: advertising his 
territory and circumventing a fight. The 
wolf advertises his territory by howling. 
The dog advertises his territory by bark-
ing. The dog’s territory might consist 
of his yard or his owner’s house or his 
owner’s car.
The wolf growls to avoid a fight. The 
growl is an attempt to establish domi-
nance without a fight, as fighting has a 
negative survival value in evolution-
ary terms. The dog practices the same 
behavior of attempting to communicate 
dominance with a growl.
Beyond those two audible scenarios, 
and a small degree of territorial commu-
nication with odors and noses, virtually 
all the dog’s communication is with his 
eyes. When a person takes a pack often 
or fifteen dogs for an hour of hiking, a 
whole lot of communication will occur 
among the dogs, but no audible sound 
will be heard beyond the rustling of 
leaves and grass. Dogs communicate 
vast amounts of information to each 
other through body posture, motion, 
attitude, and movement. They com-
municate nearly nothing with sound.
Research has shown that dogs are quite 
good at reading eye movements to de-
termine a person’s intended behavior. 
One can infer that they do the same 
with other dogs.
There are two lessons for the trainer on 
communication. One is to be quiet when 
you are training a dog. Noise simply 
creates distraction and interferes with 
the training process.
The second lesson is that the trainer 
needs to move a little to furnish the 
dog with information. The trainer who 
stands stiffly and is immobile does not 
give the dog much information to read, 
causing the dog to become uneasy. The 
dog is more comfortable when there is 
at least a little movement coming from 
the trainer. This motion allows the dog 
to better read your intent. For those 
trainers who tend to stand stiffly, a good 
practice is 
t o  s u b -
tly walk 
in  place 
a s  y o u 
train. This 
m o v e -
ment al-
lows you 
to better 
c o m m u -
n i c a t e 
with the 
dog.

Albuquerque, N.M. 
Campaign Targets 

Illegal Gun 
Purchases

NSSF Promotes Don’t Lie for the Other 
Guy Program 

in New Mexico’s Largest City 
As part of an ongoing national ef-

fort to help prevent illegal “straw” pur-
chases of firearms, the National Shoot-
ing Sports Foundation is reminding the 
public in the Albuquerque region that 
stiff penalties are in place for individu-
als convicted of such purchases.

Billboard advertisements for the 
Don’t Lie for the Other Guy program 
are being purchased by NSSF in key 
locations throughout the region with 
the message: “Buy a gun for someone 
who can’t and buy yourself 10 years in 
jail. Whatever you do … Don’t Lie for 
the Other Guy…”

Nearly 12 million weekly media 
impressions will be delivered via bill-
boards and transit shelter ads through 
the public-education program, which is 
being funded by the firearms industry. 
In addition, 400 30-second radio spots 
will air weekly on eight stations during 
the campaign.

“Don’t Lie” is a cooperative pro-
gram between the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives and 
NSSF, the trade association for the fire-
arms and ammunition industry. The 
effort was developed over a decade 
ago to raise public awareness about the 
seriousness of the crime of purchasing 
a firearm for someone who cannot le-
gally do so. The program also helps ATF 
educate firearms dealers so they can be 
better prepared to deter potential straw 
purchases. The public campaign drives 
home the message that anyone attempt-
ing an illegal firearm purchase faces a 
stiff federal felony penalty of up to 10 
years in jail or up to $250,000 in fines.

Albuquerque was chosen for this 
campaign in consultation with ATF.

To legally purchase a firearm, a per-
son must be able to pass an FBI National 
Instant Criminal Background Check and 
fully comply with state and local laws. 
When a criminal knows he cannot pass 
this check, he may try to induce a friend 
or other person to make the purchase on 
his behalf, which is known as a straw 
purchase and is a felony.

“Our goal is to raise awareness 
among residents of the Albuquerque 
area through billboards and radio ads 
that there are serious consequences for 
illegally straw purchasing a firearm,” 
said Stephen L. Sanetti, NSSF president 
and CEO. “This warning can help deter 
an illegal purchase long before a person 
steps into a licensed retail store.”

This public awareness campaign 
constitutes only part of the Don’t Lie for 
the Other Guy outreach effort. The full 
Don’t Lie for the Other Guy program, 
which also involves educating firearms 
retailers to better detect and prevent 
straw purchases, has been rolled out in 
major cities throughout the country and 
has run before along the U.S.-Mexican 
border. This is a campaign that ATF 
has called “vital” and “an important 
tool for ATF as it pursues its mission of 
preventing terrorism, reducing violent 
crime, and protecting the nation.” In 
the retailer segment, federal firearms li-
censees are provided a Don’t Lie for the 
Other Guy retailer kit. Each kit contains 
a training video and informational bro-
chure for storeowners and staff, as well 
as point-of-purchase displays aimed to 
deter illegal straw purchases.

“The firearms industry is proud of 
its longstanding cooperative relation-
ship with the ATF and the entire law 
enforcement community by assisting 
them in their efforts to combat the crimi-
nal acquisition and misuse of firearms,” 
said NSSF Lawrence G. Keane, NSSF se-
nior vice president and general counsel.

Learn more about Don’t Lie for the 
Other Guy at www.dontlie.org 

GUN SALES UP, 
CRIME DOWN 

You’re really not to blame if you 
haven’t heard that violent crime de-
clined again in 2014. After all, the news 
media generally do not report on the re-
lease of these annual statistics from the 
country’s leading federal crime fighting 
agency. As NSSF President Steve Sanetti 
explains in this NSSF blog post, violent 
crime has continued its long-term de-
cline even as a record-breaking number 
of firearms have been purchased by the 
law-abiding American population.
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The Best Dog Training 
Tool on The Market

Jason Dommeyer

Training dogs is not 
rocket science and 
really consists of 

elements of both positive and 
negative reinforcement.

Examples of positive re-
inforcement may be treats or 
a simple “good dog,” which I 
call praise. With so many forms 
of negative reinforcement, it 
would be nearly impossible to 
name them all. But one that I 
feel is the most important, and 
probably most overlooked, is a 
simple snap with a choke chain 
with either a leash or check 
cord. This correction is the most 
basic, yet effective, form of con-
trol training and can be taught 

by anyone.
In a recent seminar I had 

my retriever, “Bumper” show-
ing off advanced retrieving 
skills. I had a vast collection of 
dummies and bumpers, which 
showed his abilities making 
multiple and blind retrieves. 
Around his neck was a remote 
training collar, which enables 
me to give him a correction 
without actually having my 
hands on him. I informed the 
crowd that all the things I did 
during the event, could actually 
be taught to him with a simple 
long rope. Obviously they all 
disagreed and thought there 
was no way possible to get a 
dog doing the things they saw, 
with a simple rope. With all the 
equipment I was using, well 
over $500 in value, how could 
this be done with a simple 
rope?

Let’s say I brought home a 
7-week-old puppy fresh away 
from his litter mates and all I 
had was a 50-foot long rope. 
There would be no choke chain, 
no retrieving dummies and ob-
viously no technology such as a 
remote training collar. Could I 
get a young dog making mul-
tiple and blind retrieves in just 
one year? No way, right? Well I 
think it can be done, and here’s 
how to do it.

First, I would go outside, 
find the nearest tree, and get 
a series of small 8-inch sticks.  
Using two or three of them 
with varying diameters rang-
ing from 1- to 2 inches, I would 

get the young pup retrieving 
all of them. After a few days of 
retrieving, I would cut a 10-
foot piece off my rope, which 
would leave me with a 10-foot 
small cord (rope)  and a 40-foot 
long one. Then, using the 10-
foot section, tie a slip knot in it 
and let the pup, drag it around 
when he is outside and during 
retrieving sessions. This will en-
able me to bring him back when 
he starts to get independent 
later in the retrieving process.

As the puppy approaches 
the 3- to 4-month age, I would 
transfer over to the longer cord 
and cut the 10-foot piece in 
two, — with one 7 feet long and 
the other 3 feet. Also, I would 
keep adding to my collection 
of retrieving objects by getting 
larger sticks so as the dog gets 
bigger, it has heavier things to 
go after. The 7-foot piece would 

become my leash and choke 
chain with the slip knot. Now, 
I would start the basic com-
mands such as “heel,” “sit,” 
“stay,” “down,” “kennel,” and 
most importantly, “come.”

As the puppy approaches 
6 months old, I would start to 
get more and more demanding 
with these commands.

Control The Dog During 
Walks 
Taking long walks with the pup 
would continue on a regular 
basis using the long check cord. 
Getting the dog understand-
ing that I have control even 
at a long distance is essential. 
Focusing on staying within a 
reasonable range and demand-

ing recall when the 
verbal command 
was given would 
be a priority. Again, 
snapping the long 
rope with verbal 
commands will en-
sure this.

After enough 
repetition, I would 
let go of the rope 
and continue using 
the voice commands 
to see if the dog 
responds without 
a correction. If the 
pup starts to react to 
simple voice com-
mands to avoid a 
correction, my hard 

work is paying off.
Now let’s say the dog is 

approaching 8- to 10 months of 
age and is starting to get more 
independent. Again repeti-
tion is key, and at this stage we 
would get a structured retrieve 
through the force fetching 

process. In a previous article 
I detailed this process, but it 
basically means I would get a 
guaranteed retrieve throughout 
this training. Generally done in 
six to eight weeks, I would add 
this to more regimented obedi-
ence drills.

Adding new forms of dis-
cipline during this time frame 
would include an ear pinch to 
make the pup pick up objects. 
Slapping the dog’s chin while 
holding onto objects to ensure 
a good grip and not dropping, 
along with rolling the bottom 
lip over onto teeth in order to 
demand a release. Again using 
a thin branch about 3 feet in 
length and about a half-inch in 
diameter, would provide me a 
“riding crop,” which could be 
used in conjunction with the 
rope to help with the on leash 
obedience commands. Light 
taps with this crop on the butt 
or chest can help solidify things 
such as a “sit” or “stay” and 
many other commands.

The 8- to 18-month age 
frame takes a lot of dedication 
and hard work. Obviously there 
would have to be a great deal of 
repetition with the commands 
and drills since only a rope and 
a few sticks would be used. 
However, TIME, with this train-
ing device can lead to a well-
trained dog simply by using a 
long rope!

A simple rope can train ANY command, and get a well trained dog

Using a long rope for recall is the most 
important command to teach at a young age

Jason Dommeyer runs Cannon 
River Kennels of Randolph, MN 

more info at 
www.cannonriverkennels.com
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Dec 6 Western Reserve Kennel 
Club Inc. Show Exposition Cen-
ter Cleveland 

Dec 5-6 Gun Show Fairgrounds 
1300 Pershing Rd Zanesville 

Dec 5-6 Gun Show Summit Cty 
Fairgrnds Arena Rt 91 & Howe 
Rd Akron 

Dec 12-13 Gun Show Fairgrounds 
127 N Elm St Jefferson 

Dec 12-13 Gun Show Fairgrounds 
Marietta 

Dec 12-13 Gun Show Fairgrounds 
157 East Fair Ave Lancaster 

Dec 12-13 Gun Show Fairgrounds 
SR 42 Medina 

Dec 12-13 Gun Show Hara Arena 
1001 Shiloh Springs Rd Dayton 

Dec 19-20 Gun Show Fairgrounds 
Ohio Turnpike exit 13 Montpelier 

Dec 19-20 Gun Show Fairgrounds 
Chillicothe 

Dec 19-20 Gun Show Westland 
Mall 4273 Westland Mall Co-
lumbus 

Dec 19-20 Gun Show Sharonville 
Convention Center I75 Exit 15 

Calendar

Subscribe to Bird Dog & Retriever News (Six issues)
Only $9.99/Year if payment sent, else Billed $10.99
PO Box 120089, St Paul, MN 55112 www.Bdarn.com
Name ________________________________________
Adr __________________________________________
City _______________ ST _____ ZIP ________

Subscribe Today

ILLINOIS 
Dec 3-4 Starved Rock Kennel Club Show 
Fairgrounds Wheaton 

Dec 5-6 Edwardsville Illinois Kennel 
Club Show Belle-Clair Fairgrounds 
Belleville 

Dec 5-6 Skokie Valley Kennel Club Inc. 
Show Conven Center Rosemont 

Dec 12-13 Gun Show Gateway Center 1 
Gateway Dr Collinsville 

Dec 13 Gun Show Fairgrounds 525 S 
Randall Rd St Charles 

Dec 20 Gun Show VFW 75 North Ave 
Antioch 

Jan 2-3 Gun Show Williamson County 
Pavilion 1602 Sioux Drive Marion 

Jan 9-10 Gun Show Expo Center 200 
South Belt East Belleville 

Jan 16-17 Gun Show Illinois State Fair-
grounds 801 E Sangamon Ave Spring-
field 

Jan 22-24 Gun Show Convention Center 
Rosemont 

Jan 27-29 Chain O’Lakes Kennel Club 
Show Fairgrounds Grayslake 

Jan 28-30 Park Shore Kennel Club Inc. 
Show Fairgrounds Grayslake 

Jan 30-1 Gun Show Lindendale Park 
1999 Park Hill Dr Highland 

Jan 31 International Kennel Club of 
Chicago Inc. Show McCormick Place 
Chicago 

IOWA 
Dec 4-7 Iowa Sporting Spaniel Trial Big 
Springs Range 476 485th Ave Searsboro 
Holly Boggess Secretary@iowaspanile.
org 515-966-2284

Dec 11-13 Gun Show Fairgrounds 1211 
4th Street SW Waverly

Dec 18-20 Gun Show Adventureland 
Park 2600 Adventureland Dr Des 
Moines 

Jan 15-17 Gun Show Fairgrounds 14569 
Old Highway Rd Dubuque 

Jan 16 IA DU Mega Gun Bash Quality 
Inn Starlight 2601 E 13th St Ames Josh 
Finley (515) 236 - 4072

Jan 23-24 Central Iowa Kennel Club Inc. 
Show Fairgrounds Des Moines

MICHIGAN 
Dec 4-6 Gun Show Gibraltar Trade Cen-
ter 237 N River Rd Mt Clemens 

Dec 5-6 Gun Show Fairgrounds 2900 
Lake St Kalamazoo 

Dec 12-13 Gun Show Fairgrounds 3775 
S Custer Rd Monroe 

Dec 19-29 Gun Show Showplace 46100 
Grand River Novi 

Jan 1-3 Gun Show Fairgrounds US127 
& Kipp Rd Lansing 

Jan 1-3 Gun Show Gibraltar Trade Cen-
ter 237 N River Rd Mt Clemens 

Jan 2-3 Gun Show Wexford Civic Center 
1320 N Mitchell Cadillac 

Jan 9-10 Gun Show Delta Plex 2500 
Turner Ave Grand Rapids 

Jan 16-17 Gun Show Busy Bea Expo 3451 
W Houghton Lake Dr Houghton 

Jan 21-22 Livonia Kennel Club Show 
Show Place Novi 

Jan 23-24 Oakland County Kennel Club 
Inc. Show Show Place Novi 

Jan 23-24 Gun Show Birch Run Expo I75 
Exit 136 Birch Run 

Jan 30-31 Gun Show Little River Casino 
3775 S Custer Rd Manistee 

MINNESOTA 
Dec 12-13 Granite City Kennel Club of 
St. Cloud Minnesota Show Civic Center 
St Cloud 

Jan 2-3 Gun Show Armory 3300 W. 98th 
St Bloomington 

Jan 9-10 Land O’ Lakes Kennel Club Inc. 
Show River Centre St Paul 

Jan 16-17 Gun Show Civic Center 
Rochester 

Jan 30-31 Gun Show Armory Anoka 

Jan 30 SMF Blizzard DU Blitz Lone Oak 
Grill Eagan Sean & Alisha Mussetter 
651-747-6569 

MISSOURI 
Dec 5-6 Gun Show Ozark Empire Fair-
grounds 3001 North Grant St Spring-
field 

Dec 19-20 Gun Show KCI Expo Center 
11730 N Ambassador Dr Kansas City 

Jan 1-3 Gun Show Convention Center 
1 Convention Center Plaza 
St Charles 

Jan 30-31 St. Charles Mis-
souri Kennel Club Show 
National Equestrian Center 
Lake St Louis 

MONTANA 
Dec 4-6 Gun Show Fair-
grounds Hamilton 

Dec 4-6 Gun Show Senior 
Center Hamilton 

Dec 4-6 Gun Show Fairgrounds 265 
N Meridian Rd Kalispell 

Dec 11-13 Gun Show Fairgrounds 

Bozeman  
NORTH DAKOTA 
Dec 12-13 Gun Show Astoria Hotel 
363 15th St NW Dickinson 

Jan 2-3 Gun Show Civic Center 
1609 19th Ave N Fargo 

Jan 23-24 Gun Show Civic Center 

315 S 5th ST Bismarck 

OHIO
Dec 3-5 Richland County Kennel 
Club Inc. Show Exposition Cen-
ter Cleveland 

Dec 4 Medina Kennel Club Inc. 
Show Exposition Center Cleve-
land 

Jan 2-3 Gun Show Hara Arena 1001 
Shiloh Springs Rd Dayton 

Jan 8 Columbiana County Ken-
nel Club Show Fairgrounds 
Tallmadge 

Jan 9-10 Rubber City Kennel Club 
Show Fairgrounds Tallmadge 

Jan 15-17 Gun Show Robert Center 
123 Gano Rd Wilmington 

Jan 16-17 Gun Show Gun Show Fair-
grounds Ohio Turnpike exit 13 
Montpelier 

Jan 16-17 Gun Show Fairgrounds 
415 Lancaster Pike Circleville 

Jan 17 Gun Show Sportsmans 
Club 1658 Agosta Meeker Rd N 
Marion 

Jan 23-24 Gun Show Sharonville 
Civic Center I-75 Exit 15 Sharon-
ville 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Dec 5-6 Valley Forge Kennel Club 
Inc. Show Expo Center Oaks 

Dec 5-6 Gun Show SMG Sports 
Complex 654 York Rd Warmin-
ster 

Dec 5-6 Gun Show Agricultural 
Hall 17th St & Chew St Allen-
town 

Dec 12 Lehigh Valley Kennel 
Club Inc. Show Fairgrounds Al-
lentown  Dec 11-13 Delaware 
Water Gap Kennel Club Show 
Fairgrounds Allentown 

Dec 12-13 Gun Show Farm Show 
Complex 2300 N. Cameron Street 
Harrisburg 

Dec 12-13 Gun Show Split Rock 
Lodge Route 22 & 309 Poconos 

Dec 18-20 Gun Show Expo Center 
422 Business Center Oaks 

Dec 19-20 Gun Show Fairgrounds 
334 Carlisle Ave York 

Jan 9-10 Gun Show Lions Club 
13978 Cumberland Highway 
Roxbury 

Jan 9-10 Gun Show Fairgrounds 
2151 N Main St Washington 

Sharonville 

Dec 19-20 Gun Show Eastwood 
Mall Expo Center Rt 422 West Of 
Rt 46 Niles 

Dec 20 Gun Show Sportsmans 
Club 1658 Agosta Meeker Rd N 
Marion 

Dec 26-27 Gun Show Radison Ho-
tel 35000 Curtis Blvd Eastlake 
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State News You Can Use! IOWA
Online Hunting 

Atlas Offers 
Pheasant Hunters 

Places to Go 
Iowa hunters have been using the 

interactive Iowa hunting atlas to find 
new places to go hunting. The hunting 
atlas features more than 600,000 acres of 
public hunting land that is owned by the 
state, county or federal governments. 
It’s available online at www.iowadnr.
gov/hunting. This is a fairly new tool for 
hunters showing which zone the public 
area is in, type of shot allowed, wildlife 
likely to be found, provides an overhead 
look at the terrain and a downloadable 
or printable map. The mobile version of 
the atlas will show hunter location on 
the area if granted permission.

The atlas view from above allows 
hunters to zoom in on an area, see how 
to get there, the lay of the land and 
where one parcel of public hunting 
land is in relation to others and print 
off maps.

Information is updated as public hunt-
ing lands are acquired.

The hunting atlas also includes private 
land enrolled in the Iowa Habitat and 
Access Program (IHAP) where private 
landowners receive assistance to im-
prove habitat on their land in exchange 
for opening the property for hunter ac-
cess. The program has added more than 
9,000 acres where hunters can access 
private property.

Site maps are available at www.io-
wadnr.gov/ihap showing boundaries, 
which species would be most likely at-
tracted to the habitat and the location of 
a comment box where hunters can leave 
their thoughts on the program.

Walk-in public hunting through IHAP 
is available between September 1 and 
May 31.

State Forest Nursery and Sportsman’s 
Warehouse Team Up for the Upland 
Game Bird Specialty Packet

Hunters and landowners can do their 
part of help winter survival of their 
favorite game birds and other upland 
species by purchasing and planting an 

Upland Game Bird Specialty packet 
this month from the State Forest 
Nursery. And as a thank you, the first 
20 orders will receive a $25 gift card 
to Sportsman’s Warehouse. 

“Multi-row shelterbelts of conifers 
and shrubs are vitally important for 
game bird survival during Iowa’s 
severe winters,” says Paul Tauke, 
State Forester for the DNR. “And the 
Upland Game Bird Specialty packet 
helps create both winter cover and 
food sources for pheasants, quail and 
wild turkeys.”

The specialty packet will contain 
250 bareroot seedlings (for the price 
of 200 seedlings) between 8 and 24 
inches, depending on the tree or 
shrub species. Cost of the Upland 
Game Bird Specialty Packet is $110, 
plus tax, shipping and handling.

Each packet includes: 
* 50 wild plum; important winter 

cover and food source for pheasants 
and quail

* 50 gray dogwood; winter cover 
and food source for wild turkeys, 
pheasants and quail

* 50 white spruce; winter cover for 
pheasants and quail

* 50 bur oak; a primary food source 
for wild turkeys

* Plus, a bonus 50 pin oak; pre-
ferred food source for both turkeys 
and ducks

To take advantage of this offer, call 
the State Forest Nursery at 1-800-
865-2477 between 8:00 a.m. and 
4:30 p.m. and mention the “Upland 
Game Bird packet,” or visit www.
iowadnr.gov/seedlingcatalog And 
check out Sportsman’s Warehouse 
at www.sportsmanswarehouse.com 
for a variety of outdoor recreation 
equipment.

“We appreciate the effort of land-
owners and hunters in providing 
this critical habitat to Iowa’s upland 
birds,” says Tauke. “And we extend 
a special thanks to Sportsman’s 
Warehouse for partnering with us 
on this effort.” 

Each month, the State Forest Nurs-
ery creates a different specialty 
packet to offer a unique mix of tree 
and shrub species for that month 
only. This month’s specialty packet is 
only available through Oct. 30, 2015. 
Look for a new specialty packet an-
nouncement on Nov. 3.

Anyone can purchase seedlings 
from the Iowa State Forest Nursery 
for CRP projects, to increase wildlife 
habitat, pollinator potential or di-
versify backyard woodlands. More 
than 40 species are available from 
the nursery. Seedling choices, includ-
ing photos and descriptions, can be 
seen in the seedling catalog at www.
iowadnr.gov/seedlingcatalog

Adding Habitat Important to Grow 
Pheasant Numbers 

Iowa pheasants have enjoyed a 
good two-year run of milder winters 
leading to the highest bird numbers 
since 2008, but that run of good 
luck can’t last forever. Weather and 
habitat are keys to bird survival and 
over the last eight years Iowa has 
lost 500,000 acres of CRP statewide. 

“We’re trying to keep as many CRP 
acres as we can,” said Todd Bogen-
schutz, upland game bird biologist 
with the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources. 

Land in CRP is often cyclical - re-
moved when crop prices are high 
and enrolled when prices are low. 
With corn prices in the mid-$3 range, 
Bogenschutz expects to see more 
interest in the program. 

A general CRP signup is expected 
in December will have around 24 
million acres available nationally, 
down from 32 million acres from 
previous signups, meaning land-
owners will likely need to higher 
environmental benefits scores and 
have better cover types to get their 
offers accepted. 

While the general CRP signup is 
a few months away, existing Con-

Jan 30-31 Erie Kennel Club 
Inc. Show Bayfront Conven-

tion Center Erie 

SOUTH 
DAKOTA 

Dec 5 Gun Show Rapid City 
Civic Center Rapid City 

Jan 9-10 Gun Show Swiftel 
Center 824 32nd Ave Brook-
ings 

Jan 30-31 Gun Show National 
Field Archery Building 800 
Archery Lane Yankton 

Feb 12 South Dakota Ducks 
Unlimited State Conven-
tion Highland Event Center 
Mitchell

WISCONSIN 
Dec 2 Gun Show Comfort Suites 
725 Paradise Lane Johnson 
Creek 

Dec 4-6 Gun Show Fairgrounds 
503 North Jackson Ave Jefferson 

Dec 4-6 Gun Show Fairgrounds 
500 E Cty Rd Y Oshkosh 

Dec 11-13 Gun Show Expo Fo-
rum 1000 Northview Road 
Waukesha 

Dec 18-20 Gun Show Sports 
Complex 6000 W Ryan Rd 
Franklin 

Jan 1-2 Gun Show Shopko Hall 
Green Bay 

Jan 8-10 Gun Show 4-H Expo 
Forum 1000 Northview Road 
Waukesha 

Jan 15-17 Gun Show La Crosse 
Center 300 Harborview Place 
La Crosse 

Jan 15-16 Gun Show Stout Ale 
House 1501 N Broadway Meno-
monie 

Jan 22-24 Gun Show Fairgrounds 
1301 Craig Ave Janesville 

Jan 29-31 Cedar Creek Mall 
10101 Market St Rothschild 
Jan 16-17 Winnegamie Dog 
Club Inc. Show Winnebago 
County Fairgrounds Oshkosh 

We have a more complete 
calendar on our website 

www.Bdarn.com

FREE Shipping in US48FREE Shipping in US48

Trade-in 

Your Old 

Collars!

800-430-2010

www.collarclinic.comwww.collarclinic.com

Let us help you 
train your bird 
dog with our 

great selection 
of Electionic 

Training 
Equipment, 
Repair and 

Trade-in 
Options and 

Great Customer 
Service!

Trade-in 

Your Old 

Collars!

FREE Color Catalog!

Your e-collar specialist since 1988

Photo credit Jim Lyons

Having a Banquet?
Want some copies 

of the magazine for 
their goody bags? 
Get a hold of us at 
www.Bdarn.com 
We will donate to 

as many as we can!
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Your adv here 
for as little as 

$10/month 

Including a link to 
your website.

Don’t have a website? 
We can do that too!

20 word event ads for 
$20/issue

contact us at 
publisher@Bird-
dog-news.com or 

612-868-9169

“The message is clear: Cold water 
kills, and life jackets save lives,” 
Munson Badini said. “Waterfowl 
hunters can hit two birds with one 
shot by simply wearing their life 
jackets.”

The wide variety of comfortable 
life jackets designed specifically 
for waterfowl hunting includes in-
flatable vest and belt-pack styles, 
insulated flotation jackets, and foam-
filled vests with quilted shoulders 
and shell loops. Flotation jackets and 
foam-filled vests will offer hunters 
the best insulation against cold air 
and water.

At the very least, all boats must car-
ry one U.S. Coast Guard-approved 
life jacket for each passenger, and 
boats longer than 16 feet must also 
have a throwable flotation device 
immediately available. Children un-
der 10 must wear a life jacket. Other 
water safety tips for duck hunters 
include:

* Don’t overload the boat; take two 
trips if necessary.

* If wearing hip boots or waders, 
learn how to float with them on.

* Stay near shore and avoid cross-
ing large expanses of open water, 
especially in bad weather.

* Share trip plans with someone 
and advise them to call for help if 
traveling party does not return on 
schedule.

* Use a headlamp, spotlight or 
navigation lights to alert other boat-
ers to your presence in dark and/or 
foggy conditions.

For additional information, visit 
the boating safety page to download 
the DNR’s “Water Safety for Duck 
Hunters” brochure, or call 888-646-
6367 to request one by mail.

Duck season off 
to great start

With three duck hunting zones in 
effect in Minnesota, hunters in the 
Central and South duck zones are 
reminded of closed dates in those 
zones that split the season into two 
parts to provide more hunting op-
portunity later in the fall.

The waterfowl season in the Cen-
tral Duck Zone (south of Highway 
210) will be closed from Monday, 
Oct. 5, through Friday, Oct. 9, and 
then reopen Saturday, Oct. 10. In the 
South Duck Zone (south of Highway 
212), the waterfowl season will be 
closed from Monday, Oct. 5, through 

tinuous CRP programs have been 
filling up.

“We filled our initial 50,000 acre 
of Pheasant SAFE, received an ad-
ditional 14,000 acres that we have 
filled and are waiting to hear if our 
request for another 16,000 acres will 
be approved.

Continuous SAFE signups are go-
ing well with a lot of landowners 
wanting to reenroll. Gaining Ground 
SAFE has about 43,000 acres left of 
the original 75,000, so we are seeing 
more interest in the programs,” Bo-
genschutz said. 

Gaining Ground targets private 
land that is within a three mile radius 
of public areas 40 acres or larger. The 
forbs and grasses seed mixes benefit 
grassland birds and food plots are al-
lowed, but not required. There is a 90 
percent cost share and signing bonus. 

Pollinator Practice targeting bees 
and monarchs and benefiting pheas-
ants also has acres available. The 
DNR has resources available to 
landowners at www.iowadnr.gov/
habitat. 

“These programs are putting bet-
ter habitat on the ground in more 
targeted areas,” Bogenschutz said. 
“There is no one silver bullet that 
works everywhere but we are bet-
ter off having more habitat on the 
ground than less and may see a boost 
in our pheasant numbers from what 
the landowners have already done.”

For more information on general 
or continuous CRP programs con-
tact the local USDA office or local 
DNR private lands biologist www.
iowadnr.gov/privatelands. 

MINNESOTA
Input sought on 

proposed hunting 
rule changes, 

including non-
toxic shot on 

WMAs
Small-game hunters and others 

can give input starting Tuesday, Oct. 
13, on proposed rules that include 
requiring the use of non-toxic shot on 
wildlife management areas (WMAs) 
in Minnesota’s farmland zone. 

“The non-toxic shot rule would ap-
ply to hunters using shotguns with 
shot, not to hunters using single-
projectile ammunition, such as rifles 
or shotguns with slugs,” said Jason 
Abraham, furbearer and regulations 
specialist with the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources. “We’re 
trying to reduce the amount of lead 
deposited on public land, especially 
wetlands.”

The non-toxic shot proposal is one 
of several proposed rule changes, 
which also include hunting game 
on certain refuges, use of non-toxic 
shot for rails and snipe statewide, 
and adjustments to small game pos-
session limits.

The non-toxic shot requirement 
would affect hunters using shotguns 
to hunt wild turkey, pheasants and 
other small game species on WMAs 
in the farmland zone. Hunters cur-

rently need to use non-toxic shot for 
hunting waterfowl. It would not affect 
private land, state forest and county for-
est land. The farmland zone includes the 
far western and southern portion of the 
state. The forest zone makes up the north-
eastern part of the state and would not 
be affected by this proposed rule change.

“Requiring non-toxic shot on farmland 
zone WMAs will reduce the amount 
of lead deposited in or near wetlands 
on public lands. These are places with 
heavy hunting pressure,” Abraham 
said. “Also, federal lands already have 
this requirement, so our proposal makes 
the regulations simpler for hunters in 
WMAs, which are often bordered by 
federal land.”

The proposal would allow steel or other 
alternatives to lead that are approved by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Other proposals
“Many of the rule changes included in 

this package have been discussed and 
supported at past public input meetings 
and are currently in effect as temporary 
rules,” Abraham said. “Other proposals 
have not been in effect and we’re encour-
aging hunters to learn more about the 
rule proposals and provide input.”

begin at 9 a.m. Instead, shooting hours 
will be one-half hour before sunrise, to 
sunset.

* Allow open water hunting for migra-
tory waterfowl, coots, gallinules, rails 
and snipe in limited areas in the state.

* Require non-toxic shot when hunting 
snipe or rails.

* Increase the dove season by 10 days 
for consistency with federal regulations.

* Standardize common crow hunting 
dates by making the dates March1-31; 
Sept. 1 to Oct. 31, and Dec. 15 to Jan. 15.

More information about specific rules 
proposed and the rules process is avail-
able online on the wildlife rules input 
page. The DNR will accept written com-
ments about the proposed rule changes 
for at least 60 days beginning Oct. 13. 
Comments may be submitted to DNR 
Wildlife, Box 20 Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources, 500 Lafayette Road, 
St. Paul, MN 55155-4020 or by email at 
jason.abraham@dnr.state.mn.us.

Late season waterfowl hunters re-
minded that cold water kills

Specifically, provisions being proposed 
in this rule package include:

* Require non-toxic shot on wildlife 
management areas in the farmland zone, 
beginning in 2018.

* Make minimum archery draw weight 
requirements for hunting big game and 
wild turkey consistent with statute by 
no longer requiring a draw weight of 40 
pounds or more.

* During the youth deer season, allow 
youth to harvest a deer of either sex.

* Clarify requirements for registering 
and identifying bear bait stations.

* Make the possession limit for migrato-
ry waterfowl, coots, gallinules, rails and 
snipe consistent with federal regulations 
for migratory game bird species by mak-
ing the possession limit three times the 
daily limit instead of two times the limit.

* Increase the ruffed and spruce grouse 
possession limit from 10 to 15.

* Increase the sharp-tailed grouse pos-
session limit from six to nine.

* Increase the gray partridge possession 
limit from 10 to 15.

* Increase the cottontail rabbit and 
snowshoe hare possession limit from 
20 to 30.

* Decrease the jack rabbit possession 
limit from 20 to three, with not more than 
one jack rabbit taken per day.

* Increase the combined gray and fox 
squirrel possession limit from 14 to 21.

* Modify the prairie chicken season to 
improve hunting opportunity by making 
the season nine days instead of five and 
moving the season to the last Saturday 
in September.

* Modify the opening-day shooting 
hours for waterfowl hunting by remov-
ing the requirement that shooting hours 

WEARING A LIFE JACKET IS 
BEST DEFENSE AGAINST DAN-

GERS OF COLD WATER
Late season waterfowl hunters are 

reminded that with water temperatures 
rapidly dropping across the state, wear-
ing a life jacket is the best defense against 
the dangers posed by cold water, the 
Minnesota Department of Natural Re-
sources said.

In Minnesota, one-third of all boating 
fatalities occur during the cold water sea-
son, when water temperatures are below 
70 degrees. Cold water shock can cause 
even the strongest swimmers to drown 
in a matter of seconds if they fall in while 
not wearing a life jacket.

“If you ask the average duck hunter 
for safety advice, they will most likely 
recite firearm safety rules,” said Debbie 
Munson Badini, Minnesota DNR boat 
and water safety education coordinator. 
“But year after year, more waterfowl 
hunters die from drowning, cold water 
shock and hypothermia than from fire-
arm accidents.

“The importance of water safety and 
life jacket use needs to be impressed upon 
waterfowlers in the same manner as the 
tenets of firearm safety,” Munson Badini 
said. “Duck hunters are boaters, too, and 
they are often boating on dangerously 
cold water.”

Since 2010, five Minnesotans have died 
in duck hunting-related boating acci-
dents, including two minors. Last year, 
two drownings occurred; neither victim 
was wearing a life jacket.

Common causes of these fatal accidents 
included falling overboard, capsizing, or 
swamping due to overloading of passen-
gers and/or gear, but in nearly all cases 
the accident would not have been deadly 
if the victim had worn a life jacket.
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MARKETPLACE
BOYKIN SPANIELS

J & L BOYKIN SPANIELS: For in-
formation on upcoming litters, stud 
service, training or just want to talk 
about the “little brown dogs” just call 
Jan  or Larry Hinchman, Hammond, WI 
715-796-5251 

www.Bdarn.com/jl

BRITTANYS
CROIXDALE BRITTANYS: Breeding 
Fld. Ch. Kay-Cee Bandit bloodlines 
Since 1973. Contact Jim Long, 208 
W. Ash St, Roberts, WI 54023 715-
749-3158

www.Bdarn.com/croix
OUTBACK GUN DOGS: Kirby Rust 
785-476-2488 Kensington, KS

www.outbackgundogs.com

ENGLISH SETTERS
BUCKEYE KENNELS: Professional 
trainer and breeding since 1955. See 
our dogs and our training products on 
our website. Dick Geswein, Waterloo 
OH 740-643-0148  buckeyebirdog@
yahoo.com

www.Bdarn.com/buckeye
DeCOVERLY KENNEL:  Factoryville, 
PA 717-378-3357

www.decoverlykennels.com

FOX RUN KENNELS: Tricolor 
English Setter puppies. Central 
MN, born 9/15. Five males 
available. $800 each. Call or text 
Matt (texts preferred) at (320) 
360-5568.

 www.foxrunkennel.net
GROUSE RIDGE SETTERS: Pete & 
Katie Flanagan Oxford, NY 607-334-
4920

www.grouseridgesetters.com

GERMAN SHORTHAIRED  
POINTERS

OUTBACK GUN DOGS: Kirby Rust 
785-476-2488 Kensington, KS

www.outbackgundogs.com
VANHORN KENNELS: Our goal 
is to provide high-quality breed 
lines and excellently trained hunting 
dogs. Lester & Brenda VanHorn , 
Crosby, MN 218-546-7018 

www.bdarn.com/vanhorn
WRENEGADE KENNELS: Six month 
old GSP (March Puppies) started dogs 
out of Dixieland breeding. They have 
been shot over, retrieving, pointing, 
current Vet. Also a four kennel Bird Dog 
Trailer and Lakeshore Fiberglass Ken-
nel Insert for sale. Bob and Pat Merkel, 
1698 Littleton Blvd, Jesup, Iowa 50648, 
319-827-1933

www.Bdarn.com/wrenegade

GERMAN WIREHAIRED 
POINTERS

FUNKS KENNELS: FUNKSKEN-
NELS.com Gerald Funk 320-732-2714

www.Funkskennel.com

GOLDEN RETRIEVER
WILDFIRE GOLDENS: Roz Wilson, 
Montgomery, MN,507-744-4245

www.wildfiregoldens.com

Wednesday, Oct. 14, and then reopen 
Thursday, Oct. 15, which coincides 
with a long weekend off for many 
students. Goose season is also closed 
in the central and south duck zones 
when duck season is closed.

Opening weekend 
report

Over the opening weekend of 
waterfowl season that began Sept. 
26, duck numbers were good and 
hunter numbers were similar to 
last year. Blue-winged teal, wood 
duck and mallard comprised most 
of the harvest, according to Steve 
Cordts, waterfowl specialist for the 
Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources.

“As always, results varied through-
out the state, but overall I’d say it 
was a very good opening weekend 
– especially with the shirt-sleeve 
weather, which isn’t conducive to 
duck hunting,” Cordts said.

Lac qui Parle Refuge had the sec-
ond best opening day in 26 years 
with 3.6 ducks per hunter. Big White 
Oak Lake had the best opener in at 
least 15 years with three ducks per 
hunter. Thief Lake Wildlife Manage-
ment Area (WMA), Roseau River 
WMA, Big Rice WMA near Remer, 
and Swan Lake all averaged more 
than two ducks per hunter and 
above their long-term averages for 
opening day.

“The outlook for the rest of the 
season remains good, athough there 
will be the typical lull until new birds 
migrate into the state,” Cordts said. 
“Migrant ring-necked ducks will 
soon begin to build in numbers in 
northern Minnesota. Teal and wood 
ducks will still be fairly common in 
southern Minnesota this weekend.” 
For more information on waterfowl 
hunting, including waterfowl mi-
gration reports, see the waterfowl 
hunting page. 

MISSOURI
MDC to help 
host managed 

waterfowl hunts 
at Cooley Lake
News from the 

Kansas City 
region

The oxbow lake portion of the 
Cooley Lake Conservation Area in 
Clay County, which is primarily a 
wetland, will be closed on Oct. 24-25 
and Nov. 7-8. Managed waterfowl 
hunts will be held at the wetland on 
those dates. The Missouri Depart-
ment of Conservation (MDC) is 
partnering with Ducks Unlimited 
and the National Wild Turkey Fed-
eration to hold a waterfowl hunt for 
youths during the first closure. MDC 
and The Foundation for Exceptional 
Warriors, which serves military 
veterans, will be partners for the 
second hunt. All hunting positions 
are already filled.

Only the wetland portion of Cooley 
Lake Conservation Area will be 
closed during those days. The MDC 
boat ramp on the Missouri River 
south of Missouri 210 highway will 

remain open, as will the wooded 
bluff areas north of the oxbow lake.

For more information, contact 
MDC’s Kansas City Regional Office 
at 816-622-0900.

Scott, Mississippi, 
New Madrid 
counties pilot 

Missouri Outdoor 
Recreational 

Access Program
Please Credit “Courtesy Missouri 

Department of Conservation”
Scott, Mississippi and New Madrid 

counties in southeast Missouri are 
piloting the Missouri Department 
of Conservation’s (MDC) Missouri 
Outdoor Recreational Access Pro-
gram (MRAP), which offers incen-
tives to landowners who agree to 
provide public recreational access 
on their private land.

MDC Private Land Conservationist 
Tim Kavan, of Mississippi County, 
said the new program rewards 
participants on a per-acre basis for 
existing quality habitats and will 
hopefully encourage landowners 
to create new wildlife habitat. The 
additional habitat could equate in 
higher ranking and higher payments 
while providing opportunity to 
allow others to discover nature on 
private land.

Financial incentives will be pro-
vided to landowners who provide 
public access for hunting, or wildlife 
viewing. MDC is looking to enroll 
1,200 acres during the first year with-
in the pilot counties to determine if 
any changes are needed. The fully 
funded grant will allow up to 10,000 
acres in Missouri to be enrolled into 
the program.

“This program is a great example of 
multiple organizations uniting to put 
conservation dollars to work locally,” 
Kavan said. “With this program, 
private landowners also contribute 
to the partnership by allowing access 
on their property.”

Contract lengths will be for one 
year with the potential to enroll 
again in subsequent years. MRAP 
may provide access payments as 
high as $20 per acre, and there are 
also additional incentives available 
for improving or creating wildlife 
habitat. Once enrolled in the pro-
gram, the designated tract of land 
will be open to the public to enjoy the 
land for the prescribed options. Four 
public access options for landown-

ers to choose from include wildlife 
viewing, small game hunting, youth 
hunting and fishing, and all access 
hunting and fishing.

“This program will be a great 
opportunity for MDC to continue 
to enhance and expand outdoor 
recreation opportunities for adult 
and youth outdoor users where 
public access is currently limited 
or overused,” Kavan said. “People 
who haven’t traditionally had a place 
nearby to hunt, fish or enjoy wildlife 
viewing may have access to new op-
portunities closer to home once this 
program is in full swing.”

MDC opened enrollment in the 
pilot counties on Oct. 1. Interested 
landowners within these counties 
should contact their Private Land 
Conservationist. To find local MDC 
contacts, go to Error! Hyperlink ref-
erence not valid.and scroll to “Local 
Contact”. Program inquiries may 
also be directed to the MRAP Pro-
gram Manager Jeff Esely by phone 
at 573-522-4115 ext. 3513, or email at 
jeff.esely@mdc.mo.gov.

MDC expands 
pheasant hunting 

to statewide
The Missouri Department of Con-

servation (MDC) reminds hunters 
that it has expanded pheasant hunt-
ing in Missouri from only the north-
ern half of the state and a portion of 
the southeast to statewide starting 
with this year’s fall hunting season.

Pheasant hunting starts with a 
youth-only weekend on Oct. 24-25 
followed by the regular season of 
Nov. 1 through Jan. 15, 2016. Hunting 
remains limited to male pheasants 
only. The daily bag limit is two male 
birds and the possession limit is four. 
Valid permits are Daily Small Game 
Hunting, Small Game Hunting and 
Fishing, or Small Game Hunting.

Pheasant hunting in Missouri was 
previously limited to a North Zone 
consisting of all counties north of 
Interstate 70 and a portion of St. 
Charles County south of I70, and a 
Southeast Zone consisting of Dunk-
lin, New Madrid, Pemiscot, and 
Stoddard counties.

According to MDC Resource Scien-
tist Beth Emmerich, the expansion of 
pheasant hunting to statewide will 
simplify harvest rules for hunters 
across the state with minimal impact 
to the overall pheasant population.

“Hens are protected from harvest 
and one rooster often mates with 
multiple hens. Our rooster-only 
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LABRADOR 
RETRIEVERS

BENTWOOD LABRADOR’S: Two 
new litters Chocolate, Black and Yellow 
Labrador Retrievers in North Carolina for 
Field Trialing, Hunt Test and Hunting for 
25 years. Jessie and Helen Crisp, Moyock 
NC 252-232-2478

www.Bdarn.com/bentwood
BROWNS SPRING RIVER RETRIEV-
ERS: Available soon a great litter with 
48 champion titles in these two dogs 
combined pedigrees. Both are extremely 
intelligent, driven, hunting machines.
Carla Brown, Monett, MO 417-235-8241

www.Bdarn.com/browns
CAROLINA TARHEEL RETRIEV-
ERS: Our goal is to breed healthy re-
trievers for hunting and hunting tests, or 
just a long lasting friend. Keith Jordan, 
Creswell, NC 252-394-0313 

www.Bdarn.com/carolina
KIRBY LABRADORS: Gene Kirby, 
High Point, NC 336-869-5527 

www.KirbyLabradors.com

OBX CHOCOLATE HEAVEN: Tim 
Warren, Jarvisburg, NC 252-619-1921

www.obxchocolateheaven.com
ROLIDA KENNELS: Dave Dahlberg 
Wheatridge CO 303-232-0456

www.rolida.com
SPLASH KENNELS: The Ultimate 
Companionable Labrador Gun Dogs 
of Pleasure. AKC registered Working 
Stock. Overwhelming willingness to 
please, healthy, genetically sound, su-
perb temperaments and very biddable 
in a fair and reasonable price, puppy’s 
start at $400.00 901-351-9353 Drum-
monds, TN

www.splashkennels.com
 TURKEY CREEK LABRADORS: 
Bradley Brockhouse, Lake Benton, 

MN 507-368-4306

turkeycreeklabradors.com
LLEWELLIN SETTERS

BUFFALO KENNELS: Llewellin 
setter pups, DNA certified, FDSB 
Registered, 5 weeks, natural hunters 
& pointers - Top bloodline, Sire out of  
Kentucky, Dam out of Tennessee. Ken 
Barnes, Lenoir, NC 828-758-9890
www.Bdarn.com/buffalo
LITTLE RIVER KENNELS: George 
Gubitose, Alton N.H. 603- 875- 8804 

www.littleriverkennelsnh.com
POINTERS

OUTBACK GUN DOGS: Kirby Rust 
785-476-2488 Kensington, KS

www.outbackgundogs.com

POINTING LABRADORS
IOWA POINTING LABS: Tim & Staci 
Galeazzi, Knoxville, IA, 515-321-9629

www.iowapointinglabs.com

TURKEY CREEK LABRADORS: 
Bradley Brockhouse, Lake Benton, MN 
507-368-4306

turkeycreeklabradors.com

RED/IRISH SETTERS
BROPHYS IRISH SETTERS: Ruff 
Family, 815-895-9727 Sycamore, IL
www.brophysirishsetters.com

hunting season has very little im-
pact on overall population size and 
growth,” Emmerich said. “Habitat is 
what’s key for developing and main-
taining wildlife numbers, including 
game birds such as pheasants and 
quail. Pheasant populations improve 
with ample nesting and brood-rear-
ing habitat, including open grassy 
and agricultural fields.”

She noted that not all areas of the 
state have pheasants.

“There is noticeable variation in 
pheasant populations around the 
state with northwest Missouri and 
portions of the northeast holding the 
most birds,” said Emmerich. “Many 
parts of the state do not have the type 
of habitat required to hold pheasants. 
Expansion of pheasant hunting to 
statewide does not imply that birds 
can be harvested or even observed 
in all areas of the state.”

She added that other game species 
also have statewide hunting seasons 
regardless of not having significant 
populations in all parts of the state, 
including quail, swamp rabbit, and 
woodcock.”

For more information on pheasant 
hunting, visit huntfish.mdc.mo.gov/
hunting-trapping/species/pheasant 
or look in the Department’s 2015 
Summary of Missouri Hunting and 
Trapping Regulations booklet avail-
able at MDC offices, nature centers, 
other places where permits are 
sold, and online at mdc.mo.gov/
node/3657.

MONTANA
COMMENT 

SOUGHT ON 
CENTRAL 
FLYWAY 

DUCK ZONE 
ADJUSTMENTS
The Montana Fish & Wildlife 

Commission is seeking comment 
on a proposal to change the existing 
duck zones in the Central Flyway 
portion of Montana to match the 
goose zones.

The adjustment would be made 
by adding Yellowstone and Carbon 
counties to Big Horn, Custer, Prairie, 
Rosebud and Treasure counties that 
currently make up Duck Zone 2 in 
Montana.

The change would make the duck 
zones the same as the goose zones 
and thus be less confusing to hunt-
ers.

“It would also offer some addi-
tional late-season opportunity to 
duck hunters,” said Jim Hansen, 
the Central Flyway coordinator for 
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks in 
Billings.

If adopted, the change would be 
effective in 2016 hunting season.

Public comment will be accepted 
through 5 p.m. Nov. 6. For more 
information, or to comment online, 
visit the FWP website at fwp.mt.gov. 
Click “Hunting.”

NORTH 
DAKOTA

2014 Pheasant 
Season 

Summarized
The number of pheasants taken 

last year in North Dakota was up 
from 2013, according to statistics 
compiled by the State Game and Fish 
Department.

Last year, more than 78,000 hunt-
ers (up 2 percent) harvested 587,000 
roosters (up 31 percent). In 2013, 
76,000 hunters took 447,000 roosters.

“The last two years of fairly mild 
winters and good weather during 
nesting season has bumped up re-
cruitment and the number of birds 
in the fall has noticeably improved,” 
said Stan Kohn, Game and Fish up-
land game management supervisor. 
“That could mean a better harvest 
this fall over last year as well.”

Birds bagged per hunter increased 
from 5.8 to 7.5, and each hunter spent 
an average of 4.3 days afield.

Counties with the highest percent-
age of pheasants taken by resident 
hunters in 2014 were Hettinger, 11.2; 

Morton, 7.5; McLean, 7.5; Burleigh, 
6.3; and Divide, 4.9.

Top counties for nonresident hunt-
ers were Hettinger, 25.7 percent; 
Bowman, 11; Emmons, 6.3; Divide, 
5.6; and Adams, 3.9.

Annual pheasant season statistics 
are determined by a mail survey of 
resident and nonresident hunters.

Waterfowl 
Hunters 

Reminded of ANS 
Regulations

Waterfowl hunters are reminded 
to do their part in preventing the 
spread of aquatic nuisance species 
into or within North Dakota.

Waterfowl hunters must remove 
plants and plant fragments from 
decoys, strings and anchors; remove 
plants seeds and plant fragments 
from waders and other equipment 
before leaving hunting areas; remove 
all water from decoys, boats, motors, 
trailers and other watercraft; and 
remove all aquatic plants from boats 
and trailers before leaving a marsh or 
lake. In addition, hunters are encour-
aged to brush their hunting dogs free 
of mud and seeds.

Cattails and bulrushes may be 
transported as camouflage on boats. 
All other aquatic vegetation must be 
cleaned from boats prior to transpor-
tation into or within North Dakota.

ANS information, including regu-
lations, is available by visiting the 
North Dakota Game and Fish De-
partment website, gf.nd.gov.

PENNSYLVANIA
HUNTERS CAN 
HELP PROTECT 

AGAINST 
AVIAN 

INFLUENZA 
Pennsylvania Department of Ag-

riculture, Game Commission stress 
need for awareness. 

 While Pennsylvania has not yet 
been impacted by the high path 
avian influenza (HPAI), state officials 
continue emphasizing the need for 
vigilance against the deadly poul-
try disease. Officials from the state 
Department of Agriculture and the 

Game Commission 
are ensuring hunters 
understand the seri-
ousness of this virus 
and know the signs 
to look for when out 
this hunting season. 

 “We understand 
the importance of 
hunting here in Penn-
sylvania and don’t 
want to discourage 
anyone from enjoy-
ing this recreational 
pastime,” said Ag-
riculture Secretary 
Russell  Redding. 
“However, we want 
hunters to be aware 
of the signs of HPAI. 

If any hunters were to come in con-
tact with an infected bird, we’d want 
them to know the signs to minimize 
the spread of the virus.”

 Avian influenza or bird flu is a 
respiratory disease of birds caused 
by an influenza Type-A virus. The 
virus can infect poultry including 
chicken, ducks, quail, pheasants, 
guinea, fowl and turkeys as well 
as some wild bird species such as 
ducks, swans and geese. The high 
path strain, which is extremely infec-
tious and spreads rapidly, is often 
fatal to domestic poultry. 

 Signs of HPAI in poultry include: 
sudden death, marked loss of ap-
petite, reduced feed consumption, 
cessation of normal flock vocaliza-
tion, drops in egg production, de-
pression, coughing, nasal and ocular 
discharge, swollen face, cyanosis of 
comb/wattles, diarrhea (often green 
in color), and nervous signs such as 
paralysis. Historically, HPAI in wild 
birds has been very rare; however, 
the H5 HPAI virus strains that cir-
culated in North American wild and 
domestic birds last winter and spring 
caused disease in certain species of 
waterfowl and raptors. For water-
fowl, HPAI virus infection in ducks 
is usually asymptomatic, whereas 
geese are more likely to show signs 
of disease.
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CELTIC FARMS & KENNELS INC: 
The best Field Irish Setters in the World. 
Three year unconditional warranty. 
Dogs are AKC and FDSB registered. 
Paul Ober, Reading, PA 610-378-0121 
800-428-0993 

www.Bdarn.com/celtic

VIZSLAS
BUSCH KENNELS: Jim and Linda 
Busch, Home of DC AFC Askim, Win-
nebago, IL 815-335-7673

www.buschvizslas.com
ART

STAN BENTALL: Master Sculp-
tor Of The Hunting Dog 505-
986-8623 See our display ad on 
page 2.

www.StanBentall.com

BIRDS

GQF Manufacturing Com-
pany: Savannah, GA  912-
236-0651

www.gqfmfg.com/b.htm
GAME BIRDS FOR SALE: Flight 
conditioned Bobwhite Quail, Ringneck 
Pheasants, Chukar Patridges. Pickup at 
the farm, Darwin Laitenberger, Minn. 
Lake, MN 507-462-3589

www.Bdarn.com/laiten

WOODLAND ACRE HATCHERY: 
Jared Anderson at 507-236-3618, 
Fairmont, MN

www.Bdarn.com/woodland

BOOKS
ALPINE PUBLICATIONS: See our 
display adv on page 4.

www.Alpinepub.com
GUN DOG SUPPLY: Starkville, MS 
800-624-6378

www.gundogsupply.com

COLLARS
COLLAR CLINIC: See our Display 

Adv on Page 10. 1-800-430-2010 
www.CollarClinic.com

DOGSUNLIMITED: Ray, OH 800-
338-3647

www.dogsunlimited.com
GUN DOG SUPPLY: Starkville, MS 
800-624-6378

www.gundogsupply.com
LION COUNTRY SUPPLY: 800-662-
5202, Port Matilda, PA

www.lcsupply.com 

www.oakwoodgamefarm.com

QUAIL - CHUKAR CHICKS
Quail-45¢ Chukar-85¢ (with a 1000 order) 

DELP’S GAMEBIRD HATCHERY
1398 Hunters Grove Rd, Brookville, PA 15825 

(814) 849-3430

Chicks shipped anywhere in the U.S.A. Guaranteed live deliv-
ery. Write or call for price list and ordering instructions. 

www.Bdarn.com/delps

“In hotel rooms I worry. I think, I 
can’t be the only guy who sits on 

the furniture naked.

Hunters are asked to follow these 
tips when handling their harvested 
birds:

* Dress your wild birds in the field 
whenever possible.

* If you must dress wild birds at 
home, clean them in an area poultry 
and pet birds cannot access.

* Do not eat, drink or smoke while 
cleaning wild birds.

* Wear rubber gloves while cleaning 
wild birds or cleaning bird feeders.

* Wash hands with soap and water 
immediately after handling wild birds 
or cleaning bird feeders. If soap and 
water are not available, use alcohol 
wipes.

* Wash all tools and work 
surfaces with soap and water. 
Then disinfect them.

* Double bag the internal 
organs and feathers. Tie the 
inner bag, and be sure to take 
off your gloves and leave them 
in the outer bag before tying it 
closed. Dispose of the bag with 
trash to ensure it ends up in a 
landfill.

* Avoid cross-contamination. 
Keep uncooked game in a 
separate container away from 
cooked or ready-to-eat foods.

* Cook game meat thorough-
ly; poultry should reach an 
internal temperature of 165 de-
grees Fahrenheit to kill disease 
organisms and parasites.

 
 “The threat of this virus is 

very real, and the consequences 
could be devastating to our 
state. It is important for every-
one to help us keep Pennsylva-
nia safe,” Redding reiterated. 

 Hunters are also encour-
aged to follow the below biosecurity 
measures to help prevent any possible 
movement or introduction of HPAI 
into a poultry flock:

* Do not harvest or handle wild birds 
that are obviously sick or found dead.

* Avoid entering a poultry premises 
for at least 72 hours after hunting or 
walking in waterfowl or gamebird 
habitats.

* Always shower between any expo-
sure to wildlife or wildlife habitat and 
having contact with poultry, especially 
entrance onto a poultry facility. 

* Always wear clean clothing onto a 
poultry premises.

* Never wear hunting or walk-
ing shoes that were in waterfowl or 
other game bird areas onto a poultry 
premises (even under plastic booties, 
unless they have been cleaned and 
disinfected).

* Never wear hunting clothes (coats, 
hats, shoes, boots, gloves, coveralls, 
shirts, pants, waders, gaiters, etc.) on 
a poultry farm.

* Never take hunting or other out-
door gear (knives, saws, GPS units, 
cameras, backpacks, water bottles, 
lunchboxes, cellphones, guns, bows, 
fishing poles, etc.) onto poultry prem-
ises. 

* Never take a vehicle onto a poultry 
premise that was driven in waterfowl 
or game bird habitats or used by hunt-
ers/hikers unless it has been cleaned 
and disinfected inside and outside.

 Game Commission Executive Direc-
tor R. Matthew Hough urged hunters 
to follow all recommendations regard-
ing the handling of harvested game 

birds and waterfowl, and to do their 
part to remain vigilant against HPAI. 
HPAI poses threats to both domestic 
poultry and wild birds, meaning 
the more than 200,000 ring-necked 
pheasants raised each year for re-
lease on public hunting grounds also 
are at risk if the virus is introduced 
into Pennsylvania. 

 “Because of the time they spend 
in the field, observing and hunting 
migratory birds and other wildlife, 
hunters very much are on the front 
lines when it comes to protecting 
Pennsylvania from high path avian 
influenza,” Hough said. “We all 
remain hopeful the virus won’t 
show up here, but if it does, we are 

prepared to react and react quickly.
 “Hunters need to educate them-

selves to know the clinical signs of 
HPAI, and employ safe practices in 
handling wild birds they harvest,” 
Hough said. “We all are in this to-
gether.”

 While HPAI has not yet been 
identified in Pennsylvania, Hough 
said the state’s hunters could be 
affected if it turns up here. Access 
likely would be prohibited to areas 
or facilities associated with the virus, 
due to biosecurity needs. As always, 
it’s important for hunters to know 
where they’re hunting. And for those 
hunting on private land, particu-
larly farms with poultry, hunters are 
urged to contact the landowners to 
make sure they still allow hunting 
on their property.

 For more information about avian 
influenza, visit the department’s 
website at www.agriculture.pa.gov 
or the United States Department of 
Agriculture’s website at www.usda.
gov. For more information about 
hunting in Pennsylvania, visit the 
Game Commission website at www.
pgc.state.pa.us. 

HUNTERS 
URGED TO 

REPORT 
BANDED 

PHEASANTS
About 5,500 ringnecks have been 

marked as part of Game Commission 
study to assess harvest rates. 

 Pheasant hunting in Pennsylvania 
kicks off Saturday with the weeklong 
season for junior hunters, followed 
by the statewide opening day for 
pheasants Oct. 24.

 With the season nearly here, hunt-
ers are advised that some of 
the pheasants they find in the 
field might have leg bands. 
And by reporting those birds, 
hunters can provide impor-
tant information as part of a 
study into pheasant harvest 
rates.

 This fall, the Pennsylva-
nia Game Commission is 
conducting a study to assess 
harvest rates of ring-necked 
pheasants raised on game 
farms, then released to pro-
vide hunting opportunities in 
Pennsylvania. 

 Game Commission wildlife 
biometrician Josh Johnson 
said about 5,500 pheasants 
are being banded and, over 
the course of the season, will 
be released on public lands 
along with more than 200,000 
non-banded pheasants. 

 Each leg band is stamped 
with a toll-free number hunt-
ers can call to provide the date 
and location of harvest.

 Johnson said hunter partici-
pation is crucial to the success of the 
study, and he urged all hunters who 
bag banded pheasants to report their 
harvests. Further, any banded pheas-
ants found dead from other causes, 
such as being hit by a vehicle, also 
should be reported, as this informa-
tion is very important to us as well, 
Johnson said. 

 Based on their track record, John-
son said he anticipates Pennsylva-
nia’s hunters will report their birds.

 “We rely on hunters in conducting 
many of our studies, and we survey 
many of our hunters each year to 
learn more about how their hunt-
ing seasons went and gauge their 
opinions on topics, and year after 
year they step up,” Johnson said. 
“Hunting is an important part of the 
lives of many Pennsylvanians, and I 
expect the state’s pheasant hunters 
will show us just that through their 
reporting of banded birds.” 

 A similar study on pheasant har-
vest rates was conducted in the fall 
of 1998. That study found about 50 
percent of pheasants stocked by the 
Game Commission were harvested.

 Since then, however, many chang-
es to pheasant-stocking strategies 
have been implemented. These 
changes aim for higher harvest rates, 
but harvest rates have not been eval-
uated since the changes took place.

 The Game Commission will use the 
results of this fall’s study, not only 
to determine pheasant harvest rates, 
but also to assess where opportuni-
ties exist to maximize the number of 
hunter-harvested pheasants through 
changes in stocking strategies.
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DECOYS
DOGSUNLIMITED: Ray, OH 800-
338-3647

www.dogsunlimited.com

GUNS
LION COUNTRY SUPPLY: 800-662-
5202, Port Matilda, PA

www.lcsupply.com

HUNTS
DAKOTA RIVER RANCH: For an en-
joyable SD Pheasant Hunt call Dennis 
605-225-5427, Sterling 605-380-4455 
Columbia, SD

dakotariverranch.com

PHEASANT CREEK HUNTING: 
Dick Smith, Vivian, SD 888-225-4326

pheasantcreekhunting.com

SUPPLY
COLLAR CLINIC: 1-800-430-2010 

www.CollarClinic.com
DEER CREEK: Dog Boxes 888-294-
6582.   www.deer-creek.org
DOGSUNLIMITED: Ray, OH 800-
338-3647

www.dogsunlimited.com

DOUBLE U HUNTING SUPPLY
See our display Adv on the cover

www.DuSupply.com

GO-DEVIL MFG OF LA: Warren 
CoCo, Baton Rouge, LA 225-752-0167

www.godevil.com
GUN DOG SUPPLY: Starkville, MS 
800-624-6378

www.gundogsupply.com

JONES TRAILER COMPANY: 
800-336-0360,  Carol Anne Prid-
dy, Woodson, TX

www.Jonestrailers.com

KENNEL DECK: See our display adv 
on page 5 Ph 888-886-8801

www.kenneldeck.com
LION COUNTRY SUPPLY: 800-662-
5202, Port Matilda, PA

www.lcsupply.com

TRAILERS/BOXES
ALUM-LINE INC: Cresco IA, 
800-446-1407

www.alum-line.com
DEER CREEK: Dog Boxes 888-294-
6582.   www.deer-creek.org
DOGSUNLIMITED: Ray, OH 800-
338-3647

www.dogsunlimited.com 

GUN DOG SUPPLY: Starkville, 
MS 800-624-6378

www.gundogsupply.com

JONES TRAILER COMPANY: 
800-336-0360,  Carol Anne Prid-
dy, Woodson, TX

www.Jonestrailers.com
LION COUNTRY SUPPLY: 800-662-
5202, Port Matilda, PA

www.lcsupply.com

“Red meat is NOT bad for you. 
Now, blue-green meat, that’s 

REALLY BAD for you.”

SOUTH DAKOTA
Opening of 

Traditional Pheasant 
Hunting Season 

Brings Traditions, 
Mixed Success

South Dakota’s “army of orange” was 
out in full force for the opening day of 
pheasant season. With the annual pheas-
ant brood survey up 42 percent from 
2014, friends and family shared plenty 
of pheasants, fun and fellowship.

“The traditions of South Dakota’s open-
ing day of pheasant season are known 
worldwide,” said South Dakota Game, 
Fish and Parks Secretary Kelly Hepler. 
“It’s one of the reasons I came back to 
the state. The comradery, the laughter, 
the food and the chance to chase the wily 
ringneck with lifelong and even new 
friends is a special occasion. It is really 
second to none.”

According to GFP’s survey, traditional 
pheasant hunting areas such as Win-
ner, Pierre, Mobridge and Mitchell all 
showed at least 40 percent increases in 
the pheasants-per-mile index. Other 
popular pheasant destinations such as 
Chamberlain and Huron had well over 
30 percent increases. All areas evaluated 
in the brood report showed a minimum 
of a 17 percent increase.

Reports from the fields across the state 
indicate the following:

* Central S.D., Nathan Baker, GFP re-
gional game manager 

o Average bird count per hunter ranged 
from 1 bird in most of the region, to 1.5-2 
birds in Lyman and Hughes Counties. 

o Most popular area to hunt in region: 
Hunters were walking standing corn-
fields, grass, food plots, and some cattail 
sloughs and having success. There is still 
quite a bit of standing corn and sunflow-
ers across the Region, and harvest is in 
full swing.

* Northeast S.D., Jacqui Ermer, GFP 
regional game manager 

o Average bird count per hunter was 
less than one bird in the east and 1.5-2 
birds in Edmunds and Faulk Counties. 

o Most popular area to hunt in region: 
Public lands in the western parts of the 
region were good. Hunters were walking 
sloughs, food plots and grass. 

* Southeast S.D., Josh Elger, GFP re-
gional game manager 

o Average bird count per hunter ranged 
from .5 to 1.5 going from east to west, 
with Beadle, Aurora and Jerauld Coun-
ties being the best. 

o Most popular area to hunt in the 
region: Many crops still in the field in 
eastern South Dakota. Hunters were find-
ing success in grass and sloughs.

o Hunting pressure was light in many 
areas.

* Western S.D., John Kanta, GFP re-
gional game manager 

o Average bird count per person ranged 
from .5 to 1 bird across the region. A few 
reports of hunters limiting in the far 
northwestern part of the state as well. 

o Most popular area to hunt in region: 
Hunters were finding birds in tree belts, 
food plots/crops, sloughs and grass.

* Statewide Hunting Incidents 
o There were two hunting incidents 

to report on at the time of this release. 

A young hunter in the southeastern 
part of the state fell while chasing a 
wounded bird. The gun discharged 
when they went to pick it up, in-
juring his hand. A hunter in Faulk 
County was struck in the face with 
pellets, receiving minor injuries.

“We are pleased to see produc-
tion was up for the second year in 
a row, however sustaining pheas-
ant numbers and the 
S.D. hunting tradi-
t ion  wi l l  require 
long-term habitat ef-
forts,” Hepler said. 
“We are hopeful that 
the new Habitat Pays 
program will make it 
easier for landowners 
to find the programs 
and information they 
need to provide more 
quality habitat across 
the state. Working 
with the Department 
of Agriculture, the 
Governor’s Pheasant 
Habitat Workgroup, 
landowners and part-
nering organizations, 
I believe the future of 
pheasants and pheas-
ant hunting is strong. 
Across this  state, 
people look forward 
to and depend upon 
pheasant season for 
our livelihood and 
our quality of life.”

South Dakota’s tra-
ditional statewide pheasant hunt-
ing season began today and runs 
through Jan. 3, 2016. If individuals 
have yet to purchase their hunt-
ing license, they can do so online 
or at any local licensing agent. 
For more information, please visit 
http://gfp.sd.gov/hunting/small-
game/pheasants.aspx or http://gfp.
sd.gov/licenses/general-hunt-fish/
default.aspx.

See what memories are already 
being made by visiting our #SDin-
theField page. Hunters and other 
outdoor enthusiasts are encouraged 
to share their photos and videos with 
us using #SDintheField and take 
part in the tradition; not only in the 
field, but in the online conversations 
as well.

-  See  more  a t :  h t tp ://gfp .
sd.gov/news/news/october/17.
aspx#sthash.g9xPxSiI.dpuf

GFP Commission 
Proposes Spring 

Light Goose, 
Spring Turkey 

and Custer State 
Park Turkey 

Seasons
The South Dakota Game, Fish 

and Parks Commission proposed 
the spring light goose conservation 
order at their August meeting. The 
dates for the conservation order will 
be set for the next three years.

 Feb. 15 - May 4, 2016
 Feb. 13 - May 2, 2017 
 Feb. 19 - May 8, 2018
The proposed change to the start 

date of the spring light goose con-
servation order would assure the 

conservation order begins the day 
after the regular dark goose season 
closes.

The spring light goose conserva-
tion order is a statewide season with 
no daily or possession limits.

The Commission will finalize this 
proposal at their Nov. 5-6, 2015, 

meeting at the Mitchell Ramada 
Inn. Written comments can be sent 
to wildinfo@state.sd.us. To be part 
of the official public record, com-
ments must be received by 12 p.m. 
on Nov. 5. Please include your full 
name along with the city and state of 
residence. If you would like to com-
ment in person, the public hearing 
will be held Nov. 5, at 2 p.m. CDT at 
the Mitchell Ramada Inn.

- See more at: http://gfp.sd.gov/
news/news/october/5.aspx#sthash.
KV4hJfXT.dpuf

WISCONSIN
Waterfowl on the 

move; head to 
Horicon for best 

viewing
Contact(s): Bret Owsley, Bret Ow-

sley, DNR Horicon area natural 
resources supervisor, 920-210-2451, 
Bret.Owsley@Wisconsin.gov; or Jen-
nifer Sereno, communications, DNR 
communications, 608-770-8084, Jen-
nifer.Sereno@wisconsin.gov. 

HORICON, Wis. - Whether you 
like geese, cranes, ducks or other 
migrating birds, the viewing is 
good and getting better every day at 
Wisconsin’s Horicon Marsh Wildlife 
Area.

Now through the middle of No-
vember, popular species including 
Canada geese, sandhill cranes, 
mallards, green-winged teal and 
northern pintail will use the marsh 
as a rest stop on the way to southern 
destinations. Some of the birds will 
have started as far north as Hudson 
Bay and some will fly as far south as 
Central America, said Bret Owsley, 
Horicon area natural resources su-
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TRAINING
BAIER’S DEN KENNELS & HUNT-
ING PRESERVE: Our training done 
the old way-no shortcuts-just hard 
work, patience and plenty of birds-
monthly reports plus pictures of dog’s 
progress on all dog’s coming into the 
kennel. Wayne Baier at 816-779-5234 
Peculiar MO

www.Bdarn.com/baier

WINTER TRAINING for gun dogs 
at the big ranch in South Texas. Dec 
5, 2015 – March 5, 2016. Includes 
transportation from Minnesota. Con-
tact Matt at 320-360-5568 or matt.
foxrunkennels@gmail.com

www.foxrunkennel.net
WINTER GUN DOG TRAINING at 
the big ranch in South Texas. Dec 5, 
2015 – March 5, 2016. Call Matt 320-
360-5568 or matt.foxrunkennels@
gmail.com Mention this ad and get 
$100 off!

www.foxrunkennel.net

GEORGE HICKOX TRAINING: 
Training, Setters, videos & much 
more, Pittsburg, PA 412-773-7310

www.GeorgeHickox.com

HAVEN VALLEY KENNELS: 
Professional Bird Dog Training 
for all Pointing Breeds, John 
Mennella Sr. Wurtsboro, NY 
845-888-0402
www.Bdarn.com/havenvalley
KIRBY LABRADORS: Gene Kir-
by, High Point, NC 336-869-5527 

www.KirbyLabradors.com
ROLIDA KENNELS: Dave Dahl-
berg Wheatridge CO 303-232-0456

www.rolida.com

WESTERN WING KENNEL: 
See our display adv on page 4. 
Jerimiah & Wendi Davison, Yer-
ington, NV 775-463-0195

www.WesternwingKennels.com

VIDEO
GUN DOG SUPPLY: Starkville, 
MS 800-624-6378

www.gundogsupply.com

MISCELLANEOUS
ADVERTISING RATES
Our rates are based on an industry 

standard 8”x11” page.  Actual print 
size 10”x 16” page

Link/Listing $120, Event adv 
$20/issue, 20 word Classified = 
$160/yr, 1”= $180/yr, 2”=$200/yr, 
1/9 page=$220/yr, 1/6 page=$240/
yr, 1/4 page=$260/Yr, 

1 / 3  p a g e = $ 2 8 0 / y r ,  1 / 2 
Page=$300/yr, 2/3 Page=$320/Yr, 
1 Page=$360/Yr

These are part of our RATE FOR 
LIFE PROGRAM© RATES! 

You keep these rates for life, as 
long as you continue advertising 
with no breaks.

All ads will ALSO be seen on 
our website: www.Bdarn.com 
the worlds largest hunting/dog 
website with 20,000+ pages.

Bird Dog & Retriever 
News 

Published Six times a year
$9.99/year prepaid

PO Box 120089
St Paul. MN 55112

Publisher: Dennis Guldan
President: Ellen Guldan

Editor: Ron Guldan
Editor: Angela Petsuch 

That’s it for this issue we’ll talk 
again in two months!

pervisor for DNR.
This year, viewing is expected 

to be spectacular as continental 
populations of waterfowl includ-
ing mallards and teal are at record 
levels, ranging some 40 to 50 percent 
above long-term averages [PDF] (exit 
DNR), according to the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service. To help citi-
zens catch the best viewing of their 
favorite species, Owsley said, DNR 
is introducing a “migration meter” 
to help depict when migrations of 
the various species reach their peak 
at the Horicon Marsh. The survey 
data is compiled by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service on a weekly basis, 
by conducting roadside and airboat 
surveys in and along the Horicon 
National Wildlife Refuge.

Increase in 
pheasant broods 
and production 
should provide 

for another 
exciting ring-

necked pheasant 
hunting season 

 Pheasant broods and production 
both saw an increase this year, and 
the Oct. 17 pheasant hunting opener 
signals another exciting year in the 
field for upland bird hunters. 

Several other seasons open Oct. 
17, including bobwhite quail, ruffed 
grouse in Zone B and Hungarian 
partridge. The bobwhite quail and 
Hungarian partridge seasons open 
at noon, while the ruffed grouse sea-
son will open with the start of legal 
shooting hours.

“This fall should provide some ex-
cellent opportunities for Wisconsin’s 
pheasant hunters,” said Krista Mc-
Ginley, acting upland wildlife ecolo-
gist for the Wisconsin Department 
of Natural Resources. “The number 
of pheasant broods seen during this 
year’s 10-week brood survey was up 
67 percent compared to last year, and 
pheasant production was up in both 
the primary and secondary pheasant 
range.”

Hunters are encouraged to review 
the Wisconsin Small Game Hunt-
ing Regulations [PDF] booklet for 
rules and season structures. For 
an in-depth look at this year’s fall 
bird hunting seasons, check out the 
department’s 2015 Fall Hunting and 
Trapping Forecast [PDF].

Pheasants are one of the most 
sought-after gamebirds in North 
America, and populations tend to 
fare well in the agricultural land-
scape of southern Wisconsin, pro-
vided there is sufficient habitat to 
meet their food and cover needs.

According to McGinley, hunters 
who wish to pursue wild pheas-
ants should look for landscapes 
that include a mix of several cover 
types. Agricultural areas made up 
of at least 10-15 percent grassland 
or idle ground with wetlands and/
or shrub lands available to provide 
winter cover are most likely to hold 
pheasants.

During the 2014 pheasant hunt-
ing season, an estimated 46,855 
hunters pursued pheasants, with 

294,483 birds har-
vested.  Fond du 
Lac, Jefferson and 
Kenosha counties 
were among the top 
counties for pheas-
ant harvest last year.

Bag Limits
On Oct. 17 and 18, 

the daily bag limit is 
one pheasant cock, 
while the possession 
limit is two. For the 
remainder of the season (Oct. 19 to 
Dec. 31), the daily bag limit is two 
pheasant cocks, with a possession 
limit of four. 

Some public hunting grounds of-
fer both hen and rooster pheasant 
hunting, and some properties also 
have 2 p.m. closure times, which are 
only in effect on weekdays from Oct. 
20 to Nov. 2. 

A 2015 Pheasant Stamp is required 
to hunt pheasants statewide. Please 
note that free leg tags previously 
required on hen/rooster areas are no 
longer required. Within those areas, 
the daily bag limit is one pheasant 
daily for the first two days of the 
season, and two pheasants daily for 
the remainder of the season with a 
possession limit of twice the daily 
bag limit. 

Hunters who dress pheasants in 
the field are reminded that the head, 
a fully feathered wing, or an entire 
leg must remain attached to the car-
cass while in the field and during 
transport.

Pheasant hunting opportunities 
through the mentored hunting 
program

This year marks the seventh year 
of the Mentored Hunting Program, 
which allows hunters age 10 or 
older, born on or after Jan. 1, 1973, 
to obtain a hunting license and hunt 
without Hunter Education certifica-
tion. Participants must hunt with 
a mentor and comply with all the 
requirements of the program.

Pheasant stocking 
program

This fall, DNR wildlife biologists 
plan to release approximately 75,000 
game farm pheasants on more than 90 
public hunting grounds in Wisconsin. 
These numbers are similar to recent 
stocking efforts, and show a signifi-
cant increase over previous years. 

Pheasants raised by conservation 
clubs through the Day-old Chick 
Program will be released this fall 
on both designated public hunting 
grounds and private lands open to 
public pheasant hunting. Hunters 
are reminded to notify landowners 
before hunting on private property 
open to public hunting.

Hunters can view a summary 
of stocked properties on the 2015 
Pheasant Stocking Information 
Sheet, available at dnr.wi.gov, key-
word “pheasant.” 

Fields & Forest Lands Interactive 
Gamebird Hunting tool

Those interested in hunting on 
DNR managed lands are reminded 
to check out the department’s Fields 
& Forest Lands Interactive Gamebird 
Hunting Tool. FFLIGHT helps hunt-
ers of all types locate young aspen 
and alder habitat, pheasant-stocked 
public hunting grounds and man-
aged dove fields.

Adv Deadline for the 
Feb/March 2016 Issue 

Jan 10th
Details online at 
www.Bdarn.com

www.Bdarn.com/gey

GQF Manufacturing Company: 
Savannah, GA  912-236-0651

www.gqfmfg.com/b.htm

MOURER FOSTER INC: Lansing, 
MI 800-686-2663

www.MourerFoster.com

Features available within FFLIGHT 
can help hunters locate DNR public 
parking areas, overlay township 
descriptions and view topographic 
maps or aerial photos of prospec-
tive hunting areas. Users can choose 
which type of habitat to highlight - 
FFLIGHT can help you find the best 
grouse and woodcock cover in the 
woods near your cabin.

The FFLIGHT mapping application 
is compatible with both desktop and 
mobile web browsers (internet ac-
cess is required). To learn more and 
start your search for hunting land, 
visit dnr.wi.gov and search keyword 
“FFLIGHT.”

Additional tools to help you find 
new places to hunt and enjoy the 
outdoors can be found here.

For more information regarding 
upland bird hunting in Wisconsin, 
search keyword “hunting.”


