
46
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169

December/January 2015                                                    Now in our Twenty Third year                                               www.Bdarn.com
hunters strongly support our 
pheasant propagation program 
and the hunting opportunities it 
provides and this should be a ban-
ner year for pheasant hunting.”      
Pennsylvania’s small-game sea-
son, which includes pheasant 
and rabbit seasons, kicks off on 
Saturday. Saturday also marks the 
opener for fox, raccoon and bob-
white quail hunting, and the trap-
ping seasons for foxes, raccoons, 
coyotes, opossums, striped skunks 
and weasels kick off on Sunday.      

Meanwhile, seasons for squirrels 
and ruffed grouse, as well as the 
archery deer season have already 
begun. And the fall turkey season 
opener in many Wildlife Manage-
ment Units begins Nov. 1.   

It’s that magical time of year 
when all of Pennsylvania’s hunt-
ers and trappers have something 
to get excited about, said Game 
Commission Executive Director 
R. Matthew Hough.      

“By this weekend, prime time 
for Pennsylvania hunting will 
have certainly arrived,” Hough 
said. “At no other time of year 
do so many opportunities await 
hunters and trappers, and I hope 
they make the time to get out there 
and enjoy all that fall has to offer.”      

Hough said pheasant hunting 
is a great way to introduce young 
people to hunting. Through stock-
ing efforts, many birds await 
hunters, and the hunts often are 
action-packed.      

Game Commissioner James J. 
Delaney Jr., who represents sev-
eral northeastern counties on the 
Board of Game Commissioners, 
said the opening of the small-game 
season is something to which 
avid bird hunters like himself 
look forward for most of the year.      
“It doesn’t get any better than 
spending a day hunting pheasants 
with your trusty bird dog, and 
I’d encourage any hunter to give 
it a try,” Delaney said. “Tracts all 
across Pennsylvania hold numbers 
of pheasants just waiting to be 

flushed. It’s exciting just thinking 
about it.”      

A wealth of information on ring-
necked pheasants, the Game Com-
mission’s pheasant management 
program, and stockings statewide 
can be found at the Game Com-
mission’s website, www.pgc.state.
pa.us by placing the cursor over 
the “Hunt/Trap” tab, then select-
ing “Hunting,” then “Ring-necked 
Pheasant.”      The general pheasant 
hunting season closes on Nov. 29, 
and the late season opens on Dec. 
15. Only roosters may be hunted 
in many WMUs, check Page 20 of 
the 2014-15 Pennsylvania Hunting 
& Trapping Digest for details.      

The digest is issued to all hunt-
ers at the times they buy their li-
censes, and also is available online 
through the Game Commission’s 
home page.      

Hunters also should note that 
pheasant hunting is closed in all 
Wild Pheasant Recovery Areas, 
where the Game Commission is at-
tempting to restore self-sustaining 
wild pheasant populations. Maps 
of Wild Pheasant Recovery Areas 
begin on Page 21 of the digest.      

As of this release, all hunting and 
trapping activity remained closed 
on all lands public and private 
within Price, Barrett and Paradise 
townships, Monroe County, due to 
the ongoing search for a fugitive 
wanted in the ambush-shooting 
death of a state trooper.      

Information on the closures will 
be updated regularly at the Game 
Commission’s website.. 

SOUTH DAKOTA
Details on south dakota’s 

2014 pheasant opener 
from across the state

With the annual pheasant brood 
survey up 76 percent (statewide 
pheasants-per-mile index) from 
last year, today was filled with 
excitement for upland bird hunt-
ers across the state for the opening 

day of South Dakota’s traditional 
pheasant hunting season.

 “Today is a day when resident 
and nonresident hunters, both 
women and men of all genera-
tions, take to the fields and share 
in an annual tradition,” stated 
Jeff Vonk, Secretary of the South 
Dakota Game, Fish and Parks. 
“For many friends and family, it 
becomes a tradition or ‚Äòholiday’ 
where more than just field experi-
ences are shared; conversations, 
meals, ammunition, laughs and 
comradery are all a part of this 
opening day. “

Soon after the 2014 pheasant 
brood survey was released in late 
August, upland bird hunters from 
across the country and world be-
gan gearing up for this weekend. 
Survey results showed pheasant 
numbers rebounded the strongest 
in central South Dakota; espe-
cially in the Pierre, Chamberlain, 
Mobridge and Winner areas. This 
year’s results also indicated higher 
pheasant numbers throughout 
much of eastern South Dakota as 
compared to 2013.

Reports from the fields across 
the state indicate the following:

Central Region, Nathan Baker, 
GFP regional game manager

• For most areas in central South 
Dakota, hunters averaged 1.5 birds 
each. 

• In Hughes, Sully, Potter and 
Stanley counties, hunters aver-
aged 2-2.5 birds each. 

Northeast Region, Jacquie Erm-
er, GFP regional game manager

• In northeast South Dakota, 
Spink county reported hunters 
averaging 2 birds each. 

• In McPherson, Faulk and Ed-
munds counties, hunters averaged 
1 bird each. 

• There were 12 violations re-
ported at the time of this release 
in the northeast. 

Southeast Region, Julie DeJong, 
GFP regional game manager


