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In addition, wearing a life jacket 
will not only keep the overboard 
hunter afloat, but also slow the 
loss of critical body heat caused 
by exposure to cold water.

OKLAHOMA
Surveys Yield Good 

News for Quail Season 
Outlook

Annual roadside quail surveys 
have been completed for 2014, 
and the results are good news 
for quail hunters in Oklahoma. 
The statewide quail population 
index increased 66 percent from 
the previous year. Quail counts 
conducted in August and October 
showed higher numbers of birds 
in all of Oklahoma except the 
South-central region. 

”We documented outstanding 
reproduction, and it looks like it 
will be one of the best seasons in 
a decade,” said Richard Hatcher, 
director of the Oklahoma Depart-
ment of Wildlife Conservation.

Scott Cox, upland game biolo-
gist with the Wildlife Department, 
said the weather plays an impor-
tant role in quail production. The 
past two years, Oklahoma has 
seen model years for rainfall and 
cooler temperatures during the 
spring and summer months, after 

previous years of hot and dry 
conditions.

The recent favorable weather 
conditions helped more birds 
carry over into the nesting season, 
and allowed those birds to have 
a chance for multiple nesting 
attempts and some late-season 
hatches, Cox said.

Quail season will open Nov. 8 
statewide, and bird hunters are 
invited to share their field reports 
and photos on the Wildlife Depart-
ment’s Facebook page at facebook.
com/wildlifedepartment. To read 
the full 2014 Quail Season Out-
look, go online to wildlifedepart-
ment.com.

Northern bobwhite populations 
have improved significantly in 
most areas of Oklahoma this year, 
according to annual roadside sur-

With small-game hunting sea-
sons set to kick off this weekend, 
Pennsylvania’s state game lands 
are being stocked with pheasants 
in a year what Game Commission 
officials describe as an excellent 
year for pheasant production. 

Nearly 220,000 pheasants will be 
produced this year by the Game 
Commission’s game farms to be 
stocked on game lands and other 
public lands to provide hunting 
opportunities for Pennsylvania 
hunters.

About 17,000 pheasants were 
released ahead of the weeklong 
junior-only season, which ended 
Oct. 18, and beginning this week, 
there will be several consecutive 
weekly releases of pheasants, as 
well as a late-season release of hen 
pheasants. In all, 103,540 roosters 
and 82,190 hens have been allo-
cated for release statewide ahead 
of and within the early small-game 
season, with an additional 6,620 
hens allocated for release for the 
late season. The best pheasant-
hunting habitat and hunter access 
occur on more than 230 tracts of 
state game lands and other public 
lands under cooperative manage-
ment with the Game Commission, 
and about 75 percent of the pheas-
ants are stocked there.      

The remaining 25 percent are 
released on private lands enrolled 
in the Game Commission’s Hunter 
Access Program.      

But Robert C. Boyd, who over-
sees the Game Commission’s 
pheasant propagation program, 
said a yet undetermined number 
of surplus birds also will be re-
leased this year, driving the total 
number released toward 220,000.      

“This has been a very good year 
for pheasant production, and it’s 
Pennsylvania’s pheasant hunters 
who will reap the rewards,” said 
Boyd, who heads the Wildlife Ser-
vices Division, within the Game 
Commission’s Bureau of Wildlife 
Management. “Our survey work 
has shown that Pennsylvania’s 

veys conducted by the Oklahoma 
Department of Wildlife Conserva-
tion. (Photo by Larry Smith/Flickr 
CC BY)

 

PENNSYLVANIA
GAME COMMISSION 
TO RELEASE NEARLY 
220,000 PHEASANTS 

Opportunity awaits Pennsylva-
nia hunters with Saturday opener 
of small-game season. 


