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A print copy of the brochure 

can be obtained by sending a 
self-addressed, stamped ($0.46) 
#10 envelope to NJ Division of 
Fish & Wildlife, Bobwhite Basics 
Brochure, PO Box 418, Port Re-
public, NJ 08241-0418, or view 
or download the pdf version at 
www.njfishandwildlife.com/pdf/
bobwhitebasics.pdf (pdf, 1.0mb). 

Ruffed grouse populations face 
problems similar to those of bob-
white (i.e., lack of suitable habitat) 
and may be challenging to find, 
particularly in the southern re-
gion. Grouse prefer young forest 
habitat (less than 20 years old) 
and although New Jersey contains 
nearly 2 million acres of forest, on-
ly 4% of forests fall into the young 
forest category. The Division has 
undertaken several habitat proj-
ects designed to increase young 
forest acreage on several northern 
WMAs. Frequent spring rainfalls 
this year may have reduced nest-
ing success and increased hen 
mortality from predation. 

For more information about 
small game hunting in New Jer-
sey visit the Small Game Hunting 
page on the Fish and Wildlife 
website, or pick up a copy of the 
2014-15 Hunting and Trapping 
Digest wherever hunting licenses 
are sold. 

NORTH 
CAROLINA

Home from the Hunt 
Campaign Turns 

Attention to Waterfowl 
Hunting 

The Home From The Hunt, cam-
paign reminds waterfowl hunters 
to boat and hunt safely. 

The N.C. Wildlife Resources 
Commission’s Home From The 
Hunt‚ campaign is reminding wa-
terfowl hunters who use boats to 
exercise boating safety and hunt-
ing safety. 

The Wildlife Commission has 
set dates, bag limits and appli-
cable regulations for the 2014-15 
waterfowl seasons, with tundra 
swan (by permit only), duck and 
geese hunting segments opening 
on Saturday. Learn more here. 

 “Statistics show more waterfowl 
hunters die from hypothermia and 
drowning than gunshot wounds,” 
said Maj. Chris Huebner, the state 
boating safety coordinator. “Hy-
pothermia is the loss of body heat 
and, left untreated, can prove fatal. 
Exposure to extreme cold, such 
as being in cold water or wearing 
wet clothes in cold conditions, 
can increase the chance of hypo-
thermia. “

Wear protective clothing and 
watch the weather, he said. Let 
someone know where you are 
hunting and an approximate 
return time. Additional boating 
safety tips include:

• Always wear a life vest.
• Don’t overload the boat, espe-

cially with passengers. 
• Keep hunting dogs prone in 

the center of the boat. 
In the event of capsizing or 

swamping, stay with the boat. It 
will provide some flotation and 
will be the initial focus of a rescue 
attempt.

Waterfowl hunters should han-
dle shotguns in a safe manner. 

Be aware of muzzle direction 
at all times. Never shoot while 
standing in an unsecured boat or 
move about a boat with a loaded 
shotgun.

Go to www.ncwildlife.org/
hunting or call 1-800-675-0263 
for additional waterfowl hunting 
information.

NORTH DAKOTA
Hunting from Duck 

Boats Requires Safety
Waterfowlers hunting from 

boats are encouraged to wear 
properly-fitted life jackets while 
on the water.
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j a c k e t s 
available with life jackets already 
built in.

 “There are no excuses, they are 
light and comfortable to wear,” 
Boldt said.

Eight people have drowned in 
state waters since 1998 while hunt-
ing from a boat, and none were 
wearing life jackets. Boldt wants to 
make sure a duck hunter doesn’t 
become another statistic.

 “Capsizing and falling over-
board from small boats are the 
most common types of fatal boat-
ing accidents for hunters,” Boldt 
added. “With all the gear in the 
boat, including dogs, it can quick-
ly become unbalanced. “


