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“These areas help people discover 
nature through various activities, 
and help make Missouri a great 
place to hunt, fish, and enjoy 
other outdoor activities. We want 
to know how conservation areas 
are important to Missourians. 
Encouraging public comments on 
Conservation Area Management 
Plans is part of MDC’s ongoing 
efforts of working for and with 
Missourians to sustain healthy 
forests, fish and wildlife.”

Conservation Area Management 
Plans focus on natural resource 
management and public use on 
conservation areas. The plans do 
not address regulations on hunt-
ing, fishing and other area uses, 
which are set by the Conservation 
Commission and enforced under 
the Wildlife Code of Missouri. 
MDC will consider all ideas re-
ceived and will work to balance 
the issues and interests identified 
with the responsibility of manag-
ing areas for the present and future 
benefits to forest, fish, wildlife, and 
people.

Decisions on which ideas to 
incorporate into area plans and 
on how to best incorporate them 
will be based on the property’s 
purpose, its physical and biologi-
cal conditions and capabilities, the 
best roles of the property in its 
local, regional and state-wide 
context, and on the professional 
expertise of MDC staff.

NEBRASKA
Pheasant Success 

Good Across Much of 
Nebraska

Hunters in several areas of the 
state enjoyed good success during 
the opening weekend of Nebras-
ka’s pheasant and quail seasons, 
Oct. 25-26.

With the number of birds seen 
up throughout much of the state, 
prospects for success improve 
as hunting conditions improve. 

Opening-weekend temperatures 
were unseasonably warm and un-
harvested crop fields gave pheas-
ants ample cover.

Some of the best opening-week-
end success was on wildlife man-
agement areas (WMAs) where 
pheasants had been released for 
the Oct. 18-19 youth pheasant 
season. Those areas are: Pressey; 
Sherman Reservoir; Oak Valley; 
Branched Oak; Twin Oaks; Hicko-
ry Ridge; Wilkinson; Peru Bottoms 
and Yankee Hill.

The opening weekend also had 
an economic impact on Nebraska. 
Tyler Loop, owner of a brewery 
and restaurant in McCook, said he 
had several out-of-town and out-
of-state customers all weekend. 
He also took his family hunting 
in the area.

 “Bird numbers seemed to be 
up quite a bit this year compared 
to last year thanks to all the rain 
we have received,” Loop said. 
“There’s still a lot of uncut corn, 
which made it tougher. But we still 
saw more birds, which was a good 
sign. It was hot, but I plan to go out 
again now that I know the birds 
are around. It was a good hunt. “

A summary of district law en-
forcement reports from the open-
ing weekend:

SOUTHEAST
A conservation officer checked 

34 hunters with 22 pheasants 
and seven quail harvested on 
the opening day at Twin Oaks 
WMA. Another officer checked 
35 hunters at Peru Bottoms WMA. 
Hunters contacted at Yankee Hill 
WMA reported seeing birds and 
getting several shots. At Oak Val-
ley WMA, 80 percent of the birds 
shot had been stocked. Many 
birds were seen in the Rainwater 
Basins in Fillmore County. Staff on 
WMAs reported good quail num-
bers and said harvest was twice 
what it was a year ago.

SOUTHWEST
Hunters averaged about .75 

birds per hunter in the district. 
Other than Pressey WMA, where 
hunters commented on how good 
the habitat appeared, and Sher-
man Reservoir WMA, where hunt-
ers averaged 1.39 harvested pheas-
ants per hunter, the southwest part 
of the district had the most birds. 
South Lincoln, southeast Perkins, 
north Hayes, Hitchcock, Chase, 
Dundy were the best. Most of the 
hunters in the southwest part of 
the district were nonresidents. 
Hunters on Sacramento-Wilcox 
WMA averaged .5 to .75 harvested 
pheasants per hunter on opening 
day.

NORTHWEST
While hunting pressure was 

light throughout the district, an 
officer working Box Butte County 
on opening day reported seeing 
more pheasants than he had seen 
in 24 years of working the area. He 
said the 19 hunters he checked av-
eraged nearly two harvested birds 
per hunter. Pheasant numbers 
also were excellent in Cheyenne 
County. Landowners reported 
seeing more pheasants than they 
had in many years.

NORTHEAST
An officer working Dixon Coun-

ty checked 28 hunters with 39 
pheasants, with most of that suc-
cess at Audubon Bend WMA. In 
addition, numbers of quail seen 
and in the bag were higher in 
Nance County than a year ago. 
An officer working Stanton, Platte 
and Colfax counties checked 65 
hunters with 44 pheasants. Most 
of that success was at Wilkinson 
WMA. Hunters in Knox County 
saw good numbers of birds as 
18 hunters were checked with 22 
pheasants.

No hunting-related accidents 
were reported to the Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission.

The hunting season for pheas-
ant, quail and partridge is open 
through Jan. 31. Game and Parks 
reminds hunters to keep safety as 
their top priority.


