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range trap shooting grants to ex-
pand, improve or upgrade trap 
shooting ranges across the state. 

The grants are the result of 
a $2.16 million legislative ap-
propriation earlier this year that 
aims to increase shooting range 
capacity for youth trap shooters 
by providing matching funds to 
recreational shooting clubs open 
for public use.

 “These grants will be a shot 
in the arm to the trap shooting 
community and help provide 

more opportunity for youth trap 
shooters, whose numbers have 
swollen since the inception of 
the Minnesota High School Clay 
Target League,” said Maj. Roger 
Tietz, DNR Enforcement Division 
operations support manager.

The number of clay target league 
youth shooters jumped from 3,400 
in spring 2013 to around 6,100 in 
spring 2014.

There were 55 grant applications 
received and 40 approved totaling 
$389,000. Grant applications were 
scored based on project location 
and need, financial contributions 
of funding partners and the ap-
plicant and the feasibility of the 
project.

The program provides grants 
for projects ranging from $2,500 
to $25,000. The grants must be 

matched in a ratio of one-to-one.
Groundwork for a new round 

of funding for larger and smaller 
grants will be announced later 
this year.

Public hunting land 
dedicated during 

Governor’s Pheasant 
Hunting Opener helps 
protect Worthington’s 

municipal water

More than 150 outdoor sup-
porters and hunters gathered 
Saturday during the Governor’s 
Pheasant Hunting Opener to dedi-
cate a recently acquired wildlife 
management area (WMA) near 
Worthington.

The 147-acre Worthington Wells 
tract of the Lake Bella WMA pro-
vides public hunting land and pro-
tects highly vulnerable soils in the 
center of Worthington’s municipal 
water supply.

which supplies the majority of 
water to the city of Worthington. 
The soils on 97 acres of the WMA 
are permeable, meaning they 
rapidly absorb surface water. 
Covering the site with undis-
turbed grassland provides habitat 
for many species of wildlife and 
helps protect groundwater from 
contamination.

The parcel is part of a 1,000-acre 
complex southwest of Worthing-
ton that allows users to walk a 
12-mile loop without leaving 
public property.

 “Setting this land aside for the 
enjoyment of Minnesota hunters 
is an investment in the future of 
our state,” said Gov. Mark Dayton. 
“It also provides critical habitat 
for wildlife and helps support the 
local hunting economy. “

The parcel was purchased for 
$842,000 by a partnership of seven 
entities that included Nobles 
County Pheasants Forever, Pheas-
ants Forever Build-A-Wildlife-
Area, Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources, Reinvest in 
Minnesota Critical Habitat Pro-
gram, E.O. Olson Trust, Worthing-
ton Public Utilities and Okabena-
Ocheda Watershed District. Ap-
proximately $30,000 was spent 
to restore the parcel to prairies 
grasslands and forbs.

An additional $30,000 in private 
dollars was raised for Pheasants 
Forever Build-A-Wildlife-Area 
through donors sponsoring a 
granite monument on the WMA, 
which was unveiled at the dedica-
tion.

The land dedication was part of 
the 2014 Minnesota Governor’s 
Pheasant Hunting Opener. Dayton 
led the weekend festivities, which 
highlighted the many hunting, 
recreational, travel and local op-
portunities the Worthington area 
has to offer visitors.

MISSISSIPPI
Mississippi’s Goose 

Season Starting Soon 
Mississippi’s goose hunting 

season opens Thursday, Novem-
ber 13, 2014 and is a great time to 
participate in waterfowl hunting 
before the duck season opens later 
this month. Late-season Canada, 
snow, blue, Ross’s, white-fronted 
goose, and brant seasons will 


