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at 5 a.m.
2015 hunts:
  Saturday, Jan. 3: Check-in 

at 5:30 a.m.
  Thursday, Jan. 8: Check-in 

at 5:30 a.m.
  Thursday, Jan. 15: Check-in 

at 5:30 a.m.
  Saturday, Jan. 24: Check-in 

at 5:30 a.m.
All hunters must possess a valid 

California hunting license, fed-
eral and state duck stamps and 
complete the Harvest Information 
Program validation. Junior license 
holders must be accompanied by 
an adult 18 years or older (hunter 
or non-hunter).

Vehicles may be driven on levees 
in designated areas to launch boats 
for waterfowl hunting, or to access 
approved parking areas. Vehicles 
are only allowed on the hunt dates 
specified above. Hunters must 
check in with CDFW staff and 
provide their license, stamps and 
validation as listed above. Hunters 
will also be required to check out 
upon leaving and allow inspection 
of any harvested game to evaluate 
hunter success and collect harvest 
data.

Improvements have been made 
to ELER which will affect hunt-
ers in the 2014-15 seasons. These 
include construction of a boat 
launch, newly graveled roads, 
improved pond access and blind 
refurbishment.

Hunters are responsible for 
avoiding closed areas. There is a 
25-shell limit in the field. A small 
boat, canoe or other floatation de-
vice is highly recommended to ac-
cess ponds, blinds and navigable 
sloughs, and for game retrieval. A 
hunting dog is also recommended 
for retrieval of birds. Hunters will 
receive additional information, in-
cluding area rules and regulations 
and maps, at the time of check-in.

To access ELER from I-880, exit 
at Alvarado Blvd., continue west 
on Alvarado Blvd., turn right onto 

Union City Blvd., left onto Betten-
court Rd. (sign for Union Sanitary 
District), left on Whipple Rd., 
right on Horner St., then right on 
Veasy St. Enter at the yellow gate 
to check in.

Formal plans for public access 
opportunities at ELER in addition 
to hunting are being developed as 
part of the South Bay Salt Ponds 
Restoration Project. Please visit 
www.southbayrestoration.org for 
more information.

COLORADO
CPW issues 2014-15 

Eastern Plains Upland 
Forecast

Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
Small-Game Coordinator Ed Gor-
man forecasts the 2014-15 pheas-
ant and quail season. DENVER 
-- Colorado Parks and Wildlife’s 
2014-15 Eastern Plains Upland 
Forecast is just in time for pheasant 
and quail season opening Nov. 8. 
Across much of Colorado’s core 
pheasant range, the effects of 
drought were clear and significant 
in terms of the total population of 
pheasants. Two successive years 
of drought have finally given way 
to above normal precipitation, 
and pheasant populations across 
the eastern plains of Colorado are 
slowly improving. In 2014 North-
east Colorado pheasant call count 
surveys were down approximately 
44% from 2013, averaging approxi-
mately 17.5 calls per station, and 
down 66% since 2012. The 2014 
crowing count survey suggests 
that pheasant populations were 
much lower than any year since 
2003, which is not surprising con-
sidering the severity of the recent 
drought. In Southeast Colorado, 
counts were much lower, which 
is very typical for the area. It is 
important for hunters to note that 
crowing counts are simply an in-
dex of the cock pheasant popula-
tion and represent an incomplete 
picture of the population. They 

provide a look at the population 
trend between years and over the 
life of the survey. The pheasant 
crow counts provide no informa-
tion detailing or predicting nesting 
success or brood survival, both 
of which are critically vital to fall 
hunting populations. Measuring 
nesting success and chick survival 
is an imprecise estimate when 
done without the costly task of 
radio-marking hundreds of hens 
and chicks. Instead, some states 
conduct summer brood counts 
where the surveyor drives a pre-
determined route, counting and 
classifying all pheasants seen by 
age and sex. This method is oc-
casionally used in Colorado and 
it provides a very unreliable index 
of the fall population because the 
method requires multiple replica-
tions during very specific weather 
conditions (high humidity result-
ing in dew, which forces birds to 
the roads to dry off in the morn-
ing). In Colorado’s core pheasant 
range, the technique generally 
doesn’t provide much value, be-
cause in seasons with high humid-
ity, vegetation growth along road-
sides often hides pheasant broods 
from detection. Conversely, in dry 
years with little humidity, there is 
little reason for pheasant broods 
to congregate along a road. That 
being said, it is a safe assessment 
that as weather conditions became 
nearly optimal in many locations 
on the eastern plains, pheasant 
populations are doing better than 
in 2012 and 2013. Hunters should 
not expect to see a complete re-
covery over a single year, as the 
level of the breeding population 
impacts recovery in addition to 
weather and habitat. NE Colorado 
(Yuma, Phillips, Sedgwick, Logan, 
Washington, Morgan and SE Weld 
Counties): Populations across the 
region are better than in 2013. 
During the initial stages of the 
nesting season, conditions ranged 
from poor to excellent across the 
region, suggesting that hunters 
would be wise to expect that 
the highest populations will be 


