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their blood sugar is out of nor-
mal range.

We recently graduated our 
first diabetes detection dog, 
a purebred golden retriever 
named Bretagne. This super 
sniffer can alert her owner, 
Wayne Mowry of Blooming-
dale, NJ, when his blood sugar 
levels are too high or low.

So does Bretagne’s breed 
matter? It’s a common ques-
tion, and the answer is honestly, 
“Yes.”

Dogs are capable of intel-
ligent work that can save lives; 
Bretagne is just one example. 
Experts often work with pure-
bred dogs to ensure these ca-
nine graduates are dependable 
and can deliver on their train-
ing. It would be impossible to 
create a training program with 
dogs who are unpredictable in 
their abilities, temperament, 
or natural breed-specific capa-
bilities without compromising 
people’s lives.

Time and again, the Penn Vet 
WDC relies on purebred, Amer-
ican Kennel Club-registered 
puppies because, with time and 
training, their instincts provide 
stability in situations where, 
potentially, everything around 
them is crumbling. I witnessed 
one of those scenarios firsthand 
when I studied the health and 
behavior of our canine heroes 
at Ground Zero in the wake of 
the 9/11 attacks. These dogs 
aided in searching the debris 
for victims, and that meant the 
difference between saving a 
life or recovering a loved one, 
and never knowing how they 

passed.

I’ve also heard countless 
testimonials like the one Wayne 
recently shared with me. He 
said, “It’s hard to express what 
it feels like to no longer be 
in a constant state of worry. 
Bretagne is my new constant 
companion, and she is unfail-
ingly by my side, making sure I 
get the care I need. That means 
a lot to me.”

In canine detection work, 
breed matters. Proven breeds 
can perform time after time, 
and that is vital when you are 
relying on the professional dog 
to find deadly explosives, lethal 
illegal drugs, trapped victims, 
or life-threatening health con-
ditions.

If you want peace of mind 
through dependability and 
consistency, then science and 
practical experience show pure-
breds are ideal for canine detec-
tion services.

– Dr. Cindy Otto


