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bred for type and function.

Most importantly, as AKC 
embarks on new initiatives 
designed to reinforce our com-
mitment to canine health, it is 
essential that we educate and 
support all breeders who are 
doing the right thing for dogs 
– regardless of the size of their 
programs or their involve-
ment in the sport. Responsible 
breeders come in all shapes and 
sizes; what they share is a high 
level of care for their dogs and 
a true dedication to the health 
of their puppies. AKC intends 
to do all that it can to support 
those breeders who share our 
commitment and are willing 
to accept the responsibility of 
continuous improvement for 
the good of all dogs.

I believe this program pres-
ents more than an opportunity. 
I believe it is the responsibility 
of the American Kennel Club 
to provide this education for 
all breeders.

Robert Benchley 
observed that a dog 
teaches us fidelity, 
perseverance, and 
to turn around three 
times before lying 
down. While some 
of us might not ad-
here to the latter, we 
all have fidelity and 
perseverance when 
it comes to caring for 
the breeds we love so 
much. Those quali-
ties keep us working 
hard at breeding after 
we get tired doing 
the hard work we 

already did.

Educating breeders to en-
sure the future of purebred 
dogs is a big job, but I don’t 
know anyone more capable of 
doing it, nor more committed to 
achieving it, than all of us.

As always, your comments 
and suggestions are welcome at 
atk@akc.org.

Sincerely,

 

Alan Kalter

Chairman
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Requirements of a detection 
dog: fervent, keen, driven. Cer-
tain canine breeds have these 
natural instincts. And if there’s 
one thing experts will tell you 
about training detection dogs, 
it’s that these traits cannot be 
compromised.

At the Penn Vet Working 
Dog Center (WDC), we are ded-
icated to harnessing the unique 
strengths of our canine partners 
and producing an elite group of 
scent-detection dogs for public 
safety and health. Our dogs 
are trained to prevent crime 
and acts of terrorism, working 

alongside mil-
itary, police, 
TSA, and the 
Department 
of Defense to 
f ind  explo -
sives and nar-
cotics; rescue 
victims of ac-
cidents or di-
sasters, using 
expert search 
and recovery 
skills; detect 
ovarian can-
cer; and alert 
people with 
diabetes when 

Wayne Mowry and his diabetic detection 
dog (and best friend) Bretagne.


