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News from the Non-profits

DUCKS 
UNLIMITED
Ducks Unlimited 

encouraged by passage 
of HR5764

Great Lakes Initiative Act of 
2014 headed to the senate

Ducks Unlimited is encour-
aged by the passage of house 
resolution 5764, the Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative Act of 
2014.  The resolution would 
fund the Great Lakes Restora-
tion Act for five years, allowing 
better planning and resource 
disposition. 

“We’re grateful for the con-
tinued leadership of Rep. Da-
vid Joyce (OH) and also Reps. 
Dingell (MI), Levin (MI) and 
Slaughter (NY),” said David 
Brakhage, director of DU’s 
Great Lakes and Atlantic office. 
“Carefully planned legislation 
to continue support of the Great 
Lakes Restoration Initiative 
lets stakeholders make better, 
more productive plans, and we 
all reap the benefits through 
better habitat for waterfowl, 
improved recreation and clean 
drinking water.”   

The bill now heads to the 
senate.

The Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative (GLRI) is a federal 
program designed to target the 
most significant problems in 
the Great Lakes ecosystem, 

including habitat conserva-
tion, invasive aquatic species, 
non-point source pollution and 
contaminated sediment. 

“Projects to achieve those 
GLRI-desired outcomes are 
programmatically aligned with 
Ducks Unlimited’s goals to im-
prove habitat for waterfowl.” 
Brakhage said. “This legislation 
is a vital piece of conservation 
in the Great Lakes for Ducks 
Unlimited and our members.”

DU completes 
Construction to 

Help Bismarck-area 
Shooting Enthusiasts
 Ducks Unlimited (DU) has 

completed construction on an 
improved shooting range at Ma-
cLean Bottoms Wildlife Man-
agement Area (WMA) south of 
Bismarck. In partnership with 
the North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department(NDGF), DU 
engineers surveyed, designed 
and managed construction of 
the shooting range in accor-
dance with National Rifle As-
sociation guidelines.    “This is 
an unconventional project for 
DU. We have skilled engineers 
and were looking to expand 
our services to one of our long 
time partners beyond creat-
ing waterfowl habitat,” said 
Roger Smith, DU director of 
engineering. “NDGF needed 
engineering services for this 

project and we had the re-
sources to help.”   The range 
now has seven shooting sta-
tions at 200 yards, 15 shooting 
stations at 100 yards and nine 
shooting stations at 25 yards for 
rifle and pistol target shooting. 
Each station has a handicap 
access ramp and construction 
crews laid concrete and as-
phalt to improve the parking 
lot and road.   “We conducted 
a topographic survey of the 
area and oriented the range 
to eliminate sun glare from 
the shooting areas,” said Brad 
Karel, DU engineer and man-
ager of the project. “Everything 
on the range is meant to serve 
people who not only hunt, 
but also enjoy shooting sports 
and marksmanship.”   Other 
features of the range include a 
12-foot high berm around each 
range to eliminate ricochet, new 
concrete tables with seats for 
left-handed and right-handed 
shooters, and the entire shoot-
ing area was moved closer 
to the roadway for easier ac-
cess.   “This is the public’s 
range and we want people to 
take ownership of the range, 
enjoy and appreciate it and 
abide by the rules to keep it safe 
so we can keep it open into the 
future,” said Bill Haase, NDGF 
Wildlife Resource Management 
area supervisor.   Haase stated 
75 percent of the funding for the 
range came from the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service through 
Pitman-Robertson Act funds 
and 25 percent was state fund-
ing from NDGF generated by 
hunting license sales. Ducks 
Unlimited provided in-kind 
services.   Part of DU’s core val-


