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by the hunter and independent 
decision-making to search for 
birds.

Fearfulness: low to mod-
erate. The dog should show 
enough caution for self-pres-
ervation while out hunting. It 
should not be fearful of strange 
environments because hunting 
involves traveling to new places 
and freely exploring them. Poor 
breeding of the more popular 
spaniel breeds produces many 
individuals with very high 
fearfulness, so most spaniels 
show higher fear than would 
be expected from this profile. 
Spaniels bred specifically for 
hunting and field trials or for 
companion temperament show 
less fearfulness.

Dominance/submission: 
variable, often submissive. 
Its hunting behavior involves 
rapid quartering of an area, di-
rected by the hunter, so it must 
be submissive and responsive 
to commands. To balance the 
strength of the powerful hunt-
ing instincts that motivate it, it 
must be submissive from a dis-
tance. As a result, overly sub-
missive spaniels can often be 
seen. In particular, the dog that 
is so perfectly controllable at a 
distance may be overwhelmed 
by dominant human body lan-
guage or voice when up close, 
and show submissive urination 
problems. On the other hand, a 
dog hunting for long hours un-
der hard conditions needs resil-
iency and determination. Such 
dogs may be difficult to con-
trol by non-trainers. Different 
breeding programs designed 
to produce pets, hobby hunting 

dogs, or field trial competition 
dogs result in widely differing 
temperaments both between 
and within breeds.

Other-dog aggression: low. 
Hunting dogs need to coexist 
and ignore other dogs when 
hunting.

The spaniel group shows 
high potential for all three Hear-
ing Dog roles. Some individual 
dogs show sound reactivity, 
submissiveness, interactivity, 
inhibited bite, sociability with 
strangers, and high activity lev-
els. An intriguing breed, which 
I’ve never personally seen, is 
the field trial version of the 
English Cocker Spaniel, which 
looks nothing like an English 
Cocker. It resembles a small 
Cocker mix, and is reputed 
to preserve the classic spaniel 
temperament.

The most often seen spaniels 
in shelters are the Cocker Span-
iel and the Springer Spaniel. 
Due to their health problems 
and temperament anomalies, 
it’s hard to find a suitable one. 
I sometimes see what appear to 
be throwbacks to the old type 
of Cocker; short body coat with 
long feathering and curly ears, 
a happy, outgoing, non-biting 
nature, and normal-appearing 
eyes and ear canals. A few of 
these have turned out to be 
good Hearing Dogs. But it is 
cocker mixes that interest me 
more. Some sort of alchemy 
happens, and a dog appears 
that bears some physical resem-
blance to a Cocker Spaniel, yet 
has the gentle, energetic tem-
perament most people think a 

Cocker Spaniel has. At the HDP, 
Spaniel mixes graduated at a 
very high 39% rate compared 
to 17% of purebred Spaniels. 

Hearing Dog suitability:

• For sound alerting role: high.

• For public access role: high.

• For companion role: high.


