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ficult to focus in public.

Biting: An inhibited bite is 
necessary for retrieving, but 
dual functions may affect this.

Initiative: moderate to high. 
Dog must have enough initia-
tive to go after game, but still be 
responsive to commands.

Fearfulness: low. As with 
retrievers, it should have no 
fear of strangers, gunshots, or 
new environments.

Dominance/submission: 
variable but often submissive. 
The dog must be submissive 
enough for the hunter to be 
able to sometimes inhibit its 
strong hunting instincts at a 
distance. The instinct to point 
is an inhibition of predatory 
behavior, exaggerated from 
stalking and preparing to rush 
forward towards prey. Easily 
inhibited dogs have problems 
in sound alerting.

Other-dog aggression: low. 
Its hunting ability demands 
that dogs work around other 
hunting dogs and ignore them.

Hearing Dog suitability:

For sound alerting role: low.

For companion role: moderate.

For public access role: moderate.
Blueprint for a Retriever

A retriever function dog 
works under human control 
to retrieve shot game birds. 
The temperament ideal for this 
work coincidentally also fits 
well with the requirements for 
companion function, with the 
exception of their high activity 
level and predatory instinct. 

Since predatory instinct is 
incomplete‚Äîtailored to select 
only the behavior of retrieving 
prey back to a safe place or 
to its waiting puppies‚Äîthis 
strong fragment of instinct is 
acceptable or even welcome 
in a family dog. The inhibited 
bite used for gently retrieving 
birds lowers its potential to bite 
people as well. A few retriever 
breeds have a dual function 
as guard, which changes their 
profile.

Reactivity: low to medium. 
Hunting involves quick re-
sponse to commands, but the 
dog does not need the same 
amount of reactivity as a dog 
designed to herd stock or kill 
prey. Moderate reactivity is suf-
ficient to deal with wounded or 
escaping birds. Long periods 
of waiting quietly in a boat or 
blind for birds to approach also 
favor a less reactive dog.

Sound Reactivity: low to 
moderate. The dog should be 
reactive to verbal and whistled 
commands, but should not 
overreact to gunshots. Breed-
ing for low reaction to gunshots 
may produce a dog with low 
sound reactivity overall.

Activity: high. It should 
be active enough to do water 
retrieves for hours. Its activity 
should be controllable, howev-
er, as the dog must wait calmly 
at times.

InterActivity: high. The dog 
works closely with its owner, 
following many commands, 
and since retrievers must be 
comfortable around other hunt-
ers in the same area and are 

sometimes loaned to other 
hunters, it should have a high 
interactivity with strangers.

Territoriality: low. Since 
hunting often involves different 
locales, the dog must be com-
fortable enough to work away 
from home. Breeders that select 
for companion function actively 
select against territorial aggres-
sion. Retrievers often show an 
excited, non-aggressive territo-
riality that is sufficient to alert 
owners, but ceases once visitors 
are admitted.

Predatory instinct: moder-
ate. Aggression is minimized, 
since the dog is not expected to 
kill, but only to gently retrieve 
dead or wounded birds.

Biting: low. An inhibited 
bite (“soft mouth”) is desired, 
although when not in retrieving 
mode, the dog may show a bite 
hard enough to injure people 
if it also possesses any form of 
aggression.

Initiative: low to moderate. 
The dog must do some problem 
solving on its own at a great 
distance from the hunter, but 
it also must be responsive to 
commands at a distance.

Fearfulness: low. It should 
have no fear of strangers, gun-
shots, or new environments. 
Lack of fear results in a dog that 
is easily socialized and remains 
flexible in its ability to accept 
the unfamiliar.

Dominance/submission: 
submissive. It needs to be both 
easy to control at a distance and 
“eager to please.” This term 
does not really mean that the 


