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to Hearing Dog temperament 
whether we are seeking to find 
dogs with Hearing Dog tem-
perament in shelters, to breed 
them, or to decide whether to 
use purebreds or mixed breeds.
Evolution of Functional 

Groups
While most animals have 

evolved through a process 
of natural selection, dogs are 
somewhat unique in that they 
developed over the last 10,000 
years by an unnatural selection 
method. Most of the selection 
process has been related to their 
ability to help humans with 
basic survival needs. Hunting, 
herding, guard, alarm func-
tions, and even companionship 
are all aspects of dog behavior 
that can be separated out and 

discarded or intensified to cre-
ate types of dogs that can be 
helpful to humans. This cre-
ation of many functional types 
of dogs eventually became spe-
cialized into what we now call 
“breeds.” Hearing Dogs can be 
viewed in the same way as any 
other functional dog. They help 
their partners with three basic 
survival needs:

1. Communicating with 
other people - by assisting with 
door and telephone

2, Personal safety issues - by 
alerting to smoke alarms and 
other danger signals

3. Social needs - both by ca-
nine friendship as well as being 
a social facilitator for interac-

tion with other people
The Purebred Concept

Our concept of “purebred” 
is probably less than 200 years 
old. Prior to this, function as 
well as appearance defined 
dogs, and the dog’s genetic an-
cestry was less important.

Modern dog breeds have 
changed greatly over the last 
couple of centuries, as they 
were bred less and less to per-
form their original functions. 
Fragile, specialized behav-
iors were quickly lost through 
neglect or selection for new 
functions such as “show dog,” 
leaving sometimes only a “fla-
voring” of the original tempera-
ment. The difference between 
a dog that can just barely pass 


