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ping of the dew from the trees. 
But the Circle of Life must go 
on, so we loaded up our canoe 
and headed for camp.

A few days later, old Spook 
was gone. He died peaceably 
near the front door of Big Lake 
Shack. I buried him in a special 
place. There have been other 
swamp dogs since, and we have 
always begun our life together 
by visiting old Spook’s grave, 
where we sit a spell and re-
member the days gone by, think 
about the time that is now, and 
ponder what is yet to come.

Spook taught me many 
lessons. He taught me the 
true leaning of friendship. He 
taught me that when you start 
a job, you finish it, no matter 
what. Old Spook helped me 
better understand the great 
Circle of Life. Death and life are 
one and the same, for without 
death there would be no new 
life, there would be no room for 
new life, nothing would be re-
turned to the earth. In order to 
have life, we must have death. 
Most of all, I learned that the 
old saying “It is better to have 
loved someone or something 
and lost them, than to have nev-
er loved at all” is most certainly 
true. Even though the body is 
gone, the spirit is in the wind, 
earth, fire, and water. For as 
long as the mists rise from the 
waters at dawn and the whip-
poorwill calls at dusk, we will 
be together. One day, I’ll feel a 
cold nose nudge my hand, I’ll 
look down, and there by my 
side, sniffing the wind, will be 
a dog called old Spook.
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