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Publishing 2012

When did you last sense the smell of 
water? My late dog, Troll, could smell 
water from a long distance. Troll could 
also hear water, especially when the 
water was in the form of a cheerful and 
tempting creek or a waterfall. Of course, 
I can hear waterfalls, too, but not as far 
away as she could. On the other hand, 
Troll could not see people standing still 
in the distance, although I can. In fact, 
someone could hide from Troll simply 
by standing motionless next to a tree in 
the distance. Troll could only spot the 
person if he moved.
Troll, the Poodle who taught me 

so very much.
One day, Troll sat in a chair in my 

house and barked as she looked out 
the window. None of us humans in the 
house could see anything suspicious. But 
Troll was persistent, and eventually we 
saw, on the slope about 90 yards away, 
some roe deer who were moving about 
between the trees. Were it not for their 
white tails, none of us humans would 
have seen the deer, even though Troll 
could easily see them moving about.

Just like us, dogs can see, smell, hear, 
taste and feel. All of us who share our 
lives with dogs have noticed, however, 
that some of their senses are, in many 
ways, superior to ours-especially their 
sense of smell. Their marvellous scent-
ing ability has been put to good use by 

people for decades. Dogs have long been used to search 
for people lost in avalanches or forests. Dogs can detect 
landmines, and you may have heard of dogs searching 
for truffles in Europe or seen Beagles sniffing luggage at 
airports in the US, Canada, New Zealand or Australia. 
Many dogs have learned to find Chanterelle mushrooms 
for their owners or to back-track the route of a day’s 
walk to fetch something mom lost on a walk. Dogs have 
also learned to use their sense of smell to pick out an 
owner’s car keys from a pile of many keys.
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