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WYOMING
WATERFOWL 

HUNTING FORECAST
Hunting for ducks and geese 

should be good in Wyoming this 
year as long as waters remain 
open. The mild weather most of 
Wyoming has experienced to date 
has provided holding areas for 
a number of the birds migrating 
through from northern marshes.

Game and Fish waterfowl 
biologist Larry Roberts said a 
major migration went through 
Wyoming in mid November, but 
more birds will be on the way 
as northern marshes freeze up. 
Roberts said that earlier there 
were good numbers of ducks and 
geese in the northern marshes of 
Alberta, Montana, and the western 
Dakotas.

“While some birds have gone 
through, any cold snap in areas to 
the north will push more birds our 
way.” Roberts said. He said those 
birds will stay in Wyoming as long 
as the state has an abundance of 
open reservoirs and ponds.

Roberts said there are plenty 
of dark geese available, but indica-
tions are that light geese have gone 
through the state already.

Wyoming has two flyways- the 
Central and Pacific- and hunting 

should be good in both as long as 
open water conditions prevail.

Popular waterfowl hunting ar-
eas in Wyoming include the Green 
River, Salt River, and Snake River 
waterways in the western part of 
the state. Fremont County is also 
popular with waterfowl hunters 
as is the Bighorn Basin.

“Both the Bighorn Basin in 
the northern part of the state and 
Goshen County in the southeast 
typically offers some of the best 
waterfowling opportunities in the 
state,” Roberts said.

Seasons vary depending on 
the flyway and zone, but most 
hunts for ducks and geese run into 
early to mid January.Hunters are 
advised to check the waterfowl 
regulations for seasons and bag 
limits for the different zones and 
the various species they will be 
hunting. 

PHEASANT STOCKING 
SIGNIFICANTLY 

MODIFIED IN 
SE WYOMING; 

NORTHERN 
WYOMING SAME AS 

LAST YEAR
The severe drought and result-

ing haying and grazing of Conser-
vation Reserve Program acres has 

forced the Wyoming Game and 
Fish Department to significantly 
modify its southeast Wyoming 
pheasant releases for 2012. Re-
leases in north-central Wyoming 
will be basically the same as previ-
ous years.

The only walk-in areas in 
southeast Wyoming to be stocked 
with pheasants this fall are 19, 
29, and 63 in Goshen County. No 
pheasants will be stocked in Lara-
mie or Platte counties in 2012.

“We regret that the walk-in 
areas in Laramie and Platte coun-
ties do not have sufficient cover 
to provide hunters anything close 
to a decent hunting opportunity,” 
said Steve Schafer, superintendent 
of the Game and Fish’s Downar 
Bird Farm near Yoder.

He reports that in addition to 
haying and grazing, one of the 
former pheasant release walk-in 
areas in Platte County is now a 
wheat field and a walk-in area in 
Laramie County is having a pipe-
line buried through it.

The three Goshen County 
walk-in areas to be stocked remain 
in CRP and have also been hayed 
or grazed. The Game and Fish 
hopes that although the cover 
has been reduced up to 75 per-
cent compared to the good cover 
conditions of 2011, the walk-in 
areas should provide a satisfac-
tory pheasant hunting experience. 
Weather permitting, the walk-in 
areas will receive two releases per 
week through November.

As a result of the lack of walk-
in area stocking locations in south-
east Wyoming, the Game and 
Fish will increase the number 
of pheasants stocked during the 
general season at the Springer/
Bump Sullivan Wildlife Habitat 
Management Area near Yoder. 
The number of birds stocked at 


