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the basics of pheasant hunting in 
a fun and relaxing atmosphere. 
Overnight lodging is provided 
in the MacKenzie Center dormi-
tories. 

The Dec. 13-14 program at 
Wern Valley Sportsmen Club will 
include a Friday evening class-
room discussion followed by out-
door activities on Saturday.

Programs include classroom 
instruction on pheasant biology 
and management, dog training 
demonstrations, trap shooting, 
and a mentored pheasant hunt. 
The MacKenzie Center program 
will include a tour of the Poynette 
Game Farm.

Friends of Poynette Game 
Farm is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to providing pheasant 
hunting opportunities, promoting 
the strong tradition of upland bird 
hunting in Wisconsin and in sup-
porting the game farm’s mission. 
In 2013, 75,000 pheasants from the 
Poynette facility will be released 
on more than 91 public hunting 
grounds across the state. 

In addition to support for the 
pheasant stocking program, FPGF 
promotes pheasant and small 
game hunting as a family activity. 
FPGF organizers are passionate 
about their time spent hunting 
with family and friends. 

“We have many fond memo-
ries of hunting trips and want 
new hunters to make memories 
of their own”, said Vic Connors, 
FPGF president. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Bob Nack, director, 
state game farm, 608-635-8120; or 
Bob Manwell, DNR communica-
tions, 608-275-3317

FEDERAL WATERFOWL 
PRODUCTION 

AREAS ADDED TO 
PROPERTIES THAT 

ARE OPEN FOR 
RECREATION IN 

WISCONSIN
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service has announced that federal 
Waterfowl Production Areas in 
Wisconsin and other states have 
been reopened, adding additional 
areas that remain open for hunt-
ing and outdoor recreation in 
Wisconsin.

“Dozens of federally owned 
waterfowl production areas scat-
tered across 17 counties in south-
ern and northwestern Wisconsin 
provide over 20,000 ac of public 
land for hunting and other out-
door recreation,” said Kent Van 
Horn, waterfowl ecologist for the 
Department of Natural Resources. 
“These areas of wetland, grassland 
and other habitats are important 
areas for public hunting of water-
fowl, pheasants, deer and other 
game.”

Other federal properties that 
remain open for hunting and 
outdoor recreation include the 
Chequamegon and Nicolet Na-

tional Forests, though facilities 
in the forests such as improved 
campgrounds and visitor centers 
remain closed. National refuges at 
Horicon and along the upper Mis-
sissippi River are closed to public 
access, as is the Apostle Islands 
National Lake Shore.

In addition, all state, county 
and local parks and recreation ar-
eas remain open across Wisconsin.

Van Horn said Waterfowl Pro-
duction Areas are purchased by 
federal duck stamp revenue. Every 
waterfowl hunter must purchase 
these stamps and Wisconsin has 
ranked in the top five states in the 
nation for the number of water-
fowl hunters in recent years. 

“As a result, Wisconsin hunt-
ers have been an important source 
of revenue to purchase these 
important public lands. Keeping 
them open for use by these hunt-
ers is the right thing to do,” Van 
Horn said. 

The management of WPA’s are 
often in cooperation and adjacent 
to state managed lands so keeping 
this partnership whole is impor-
tant both for wildlife habitat and 
public recreation.

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Bill  Cosh, DNR 
Spokesperson, 608-267-7517

There’s still time to participate in Utah’s first-ever waterfowl 
slam. Each time you complete a slam, you’ll receive a colored band.
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