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In addition, landowners can 
be paid as much as $10 per un-
impacted (undeveloped) acre in 
the southern plains and $27 per 
unimpacted acre in the northeast 
Panhandle for grazing manage-
ment and other habitat mainte-
nance practices to develop high 
quality LPC habitat. Landowners 
could also receive payments rang-
ing from $65 to $460 per unim-
pacted acre for habitat restoration 
practices including native range 
planting and brush management.

Funds available for the pro-
gram will increase over time as 
industry enrollment increases. 
However, funding during the ini-
tial landowner sign-up in Decem-
ber and January will be targeted 
toward landowners in the “focal 
areas”-areas determined to have 
the greatest long-term potential 
for restoring and/or maintaining 
LPC populations. Landowners 
may contact their local TPWD 
biologist to determine if their 
property is in one of the focal ar-
eas, or they may check the online 
Crucial Habitat Assessment Tool 
or CHAT (http://kars.ku.edu/
maps/sgpchat/) to determine if 
their property occurs in a focal 
area, shown as category CHAT 
1. As funding increases future 
enrollment meetings will include 
landowners outside the focal areas 
in categories CHAT 2 and CHAT 3.

Interested landowners should 
contact: Calvin Richardson, TPWD 
District 2 Leader, 806-651-3014 or 
Sean Kyle, TPWD Wildlife Diver-
sity Biologist, 806-742-4735.

ENDANGERED 
ATTWATER’S PRAIRIE 

CHICKEN NEEDS 
SUPPORT

A spring morning on the Texas 
coast was once greeted with the 
haunting sound of male Attwa-
ter’s prairie chickens calling from 
the short prairie grass. Today the 
few remaining patches of Gulf 
Coast prairie are nearly silent.

In abundant numbers, Attwa-
ter’s prairie chickens once inhab-
ited the tall grass coastal prairies 
from the coastal bend into Loui-
siana. But they have been slowly 
edged out by heavy grazing, 
farming and urban growth, as well 
as the spread of exotic invasive 
plants. Birds like the Attwater’s 
prairie chicken that depend on the 
prairie, have declined with the loss 
of habitat.

Today, this species, a bird 
which may have been the inspira-
tion for Native American dances, 
is dependent on captive breeding 
programs for its continued sur-
vival. Biologists say if this bird is 
lost in Texas, there would be no 
other populations from which it 
could be restored.

“Without the efforts of the 
zoos that are breeding this bird for 
release, the population could not 
sustain itself,” said Mark Klym, 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment’s coordinator of the Adopt-
A-Prairie Chicken program.

“The Adopt-A-Prairie Chicken 
program is a great way for people 
to get involved directly in the 
effort to conserve this highly en-
dangered bird,” Klym said. “Re-
introduction programs must work 
hand in hand with habitat restora-
tion programs. Fossil Rim Wildlife 
Center has certainly been a leader 
in the reintroduction efforts.”

Attwater ’s prairie chickens 
hatched in zoos are released at the 
Attwater Prairie Chicken National 
Wildlife Refuge near Eagle Lake 
in Colorado County. There is also 
a population in Goliad County 
that was established with released 
birds from the zoos.

Concerned Texabs can help 
with a tax-free donation to the 
Adopt-a-Prairie Chicken program 
through Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department. For more information 
see http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/
huntwild/wild/birding/apc/.


