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The seasons will both end on Jan. 
26, 2014.

In addition to the traditional 
waterfowl season, the inaugural 
sandhill crane hunting season also 
starts on Thanksgiving and will 
continue through Jan. 1, 2014. The 
length of the season is more con-
servative than the number of days 
allowed by the United States Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS).

The sandhill crane hunting 
season is restricted to an area 
south of Interstate 40 and east of 
Tennessee Highway 56. Sandhill 
crane hunting hours are from 
sunrise daily until 3 p.m. (EST). 
There were 400 permits issued in 
October and each permit carries a 
limit of three birds. Hunters were 
required to pass a crane identifi-
cation test and have their valida-
tion code written on their permit. 
Sandhill crane hunters should be 
aware that whooping cranes are 
currently in the Hiwassee Refuge 
area and will probably be present 
throughout the sandhill crane 
hunting season.

For late waterfowl seasons, 
the possession limit has been in-
creased from two times the daily 
limit to three times the daily limit. 
This does not change the daily bag 
limit. Hunting hours, with the 
exception of the sandhill cranes, 
are one-half hour before sunrise 
to sunset (except where otherwise 
noted).

The youth waterfowl hunting 
season is set for Feb. 1 and Feb. 8, 
2014. The season is for youth ages 
6-15. This season does not include 
sandhill cranes.

Sportsmen are reminded not to 
shoot unless they are sure of their 
target. Many protected species 
of waterfowl, wading birds, and 
other waterbirds occur alongside 
the many species of waterfowl that 
can be legally hunted in Tennessee. 

More information on water-
fowl hunting in the state can be 
found in the Tennessee Wildlife 
Resources Agency’s 2013-14 Ten-
nessee Waterfowl Hunting Guide. 
The guide is available at TWRA 
regional offices, license agents, 
and online at www.tnwildlife.org.

 
QUAIL, RABBIT 

SEASONS OPEN NOV. 2
Two more small game hunt-

ing seasons in Tennessee will get 
underway on Nov. 2 with the start 
of rabbit and quail seasons. 

Both seasons have the per-
manent starting date of the first 
Saturday in November. The daily 
bag limit is five for rabbits and six 
for quail.

More information can be found 
on small and big game hunting in 
the 2013 Tennessee Hunting and 
Trapping Guide, available where 
hunting and fishing licenses are 
sold and at all Tennessee Wild-
life Resources Agency offices. 
The guide can also be viewed at 
TWRA’s website at www.tnwild-
life.org. 

TEXAS
LANDOWNER 

ENROLLMENT BEGINS 
FOR LESSER PRAIRIE-

CHICKEN RANGE-
WIDE PLAN

Public Meetings Set for Dec. 
11 in Sundown, Dec. 12 in Pampa

Texas Parks & Wildlife Depart-
ment will host two informational 
meetings in December for private 
landowners regarding the Lesser 
Prairie-Chicken Range-wide Con-
servation Plan and the landowner 
enrollment process. The meeting 
for landowners in the southern 
plains will be held in Sundown 

(Sundown School, S School Ave-
nue) at 7 p.m. Dec. 11. The meeting 
for landowners in the northeast 
Panhandle will be held in Pampa 
(USDA Center, 12125 E. Frederic 
Ave. [Hwy. 60]) at 1 p.m. Dec. 12.

These meetings mark the im-
plementation of a multi-state plan 
to conserve the lesser prairie- 
chicken, an effort the plan’s back-
ers hope will preclude the need to 
list the bird as threatened under 
the federal Endangered Species 
Act. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service is set to make a listing deci-
sion by March 30, 2014. The federal 
agency in October endorsed the 
range-wide plan developed by 
the Western Association of Fish 
and Wildlife Agencies and state 
wildlife agencies in Texas, New 
Mexico, Oklahoma, Colorado and 
Kansas.

Topics to be covered at the 
December meetings include a 
brief description of the conserva-
tion plan, deadline for the federal 
listing decision, timeline for con-
servation plan implementation, 
a description of the landowner 
enrollment process, and examples 
of per acre payments for participa-
tion in the plan. The goal is to pro-
vide landowners with sufficient 
information about the process and 
potential ranch income to help 
them to determine whether or not 
participation in the plan is a good 
fit for their operation.

At the meetings, landowners 
will learn how a significant ben-
efit of enrollment is “incidental 
take” coverage for proactively 
managing their property for LPC 
habitat. In effect, this means that if 
landowners enroll in the plan and 
commit to certain habitat manage-
ment actions, they can continue 
their ranching and other land use 
operations without penalties even 
if the bird is listed.


