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 Arrowwood, Audubon, Des 

Lacs, J. Clark Salyer, Lake Alice, 
Lake Zahl, Long Lake, Lostwood, 
Tewaukon (pheasants only), and 
Upper Souris NWRs open Nov. 25.

 However, portions of each ref-
uge are closed to hunting. Hunters 
should contact refuge headquar-
ters for map leaflets designating 
closed areas and other restrictions: 
Arrowwood (701) 285-3341; Audu-
bon (701) 442-5474; Des Lacs (701) 
385-4046; J. Clark Salyer (701) 768-
2548; Lake Alice (701) 662-8611; 
Lake Zahl (701) 965-6488; Long 
Lake (701) 387-4397; Lostwood 
(701) 848-2722; Tewaukon (701) 
724-3598; and Upper Souris (701) 
468-5467.

 National wildlife refuges are 
managed by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. Hunters are re-
minded that use of nontoxic shot 
is required on all USFWS lands. 
State regulations found in the 
North Dakota 2013-14 Small Game 
Guide apply. Seasons for pheasant, 
sharp-tailed grouse, Hungarian 
partridge and ruffed grouse close 
statewide on Jan. 5, 2014.

 
WPAS OPENED TO 

HUNTING
North Dakota’s waterfowl 

production areas will be open to 
hunting on the pheasant opener 
after all.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service on Friday afternoon re-
scinded its closure of WPAs to 
public access, including hunting 
and fishing, effective immediately. 

That means the WPAs in North 
Dakota will be available to hunters 
for the state’s pheasant opener on 
Saturday, Oct. 12.

“The waterfowl production 
areas are important public lands 
for hunters,” said North Da-
kota Game and Fish Department 

Director Terry Steinwand. “We 
have been working hard all week 
toward the goal of having these 
areas back open by the pheasant 
opener, and we appreciate Service 
Director Dan Ashe’s reconsidera-
tion of their closure action.”

The WPAs and national wild-
life refuges in North Dakota and 
other states were closed to public 
access on Oct. 1 as a result of the 
federal government shutdown. 
National wildlife refuges in North 
Dakota remain closed, however, 
as today’s action by the Fish and 
Wildlife Service only affects WPAs.

OHIO
RABBIT, PHEASANT 

AND QUAIL HUNTING 
SEASONS BEGIN IN 

NOVEMBER 
Ohio hunters should begin 

preparing for the hunting seasons 
of some of the state’s most popular 
game species with ring-necked 
pheasant, cottontail rabbit and 
bobwhite quail. The hunting sea-
sons for upland game begin on Fri-
day, Nov. 2, according to the Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources’ 
(ODNR) Division of Wildlife.

The state’s cottontail rabbit 
population has been very good re-
cently. However, Nathan Stricker, 
project leader with ODNR’s Olen-
tangy Wildlife Research Station, 
said rabbit populations tend to 
go through an up-and-down cycle 
every seven to 10 years.

“Rabbit numbers are lower 
this year, but this type of decline 
is expected with this cycle,” said 
Stricker. “Regardless of these 
cyclical changes, cottontail rabbit 
populations are excellent through-
out Ohio and provide plenty of 
opportunities for a family hunting 
outing.”

Quail and pheasant popula-
tions may be lower than previous 
years, and Stricker said quail and 
pheasant are heavily dependent 
upon quality habitats on private 
lands provided by the Conser-
vation Reserve Program (CRP). 
Williams and Defiance counties 
in northwest Ohio have strong 
pheasant populations because of 
the habitat contributions by local 
landowners. Upland game popu-
lations are responding positively 
to habitat programs in other areas 
around the state, especially in 
counties with significant enroll-
ment in the Scioto Conservation 
Reserve Enhancement Program 
and Quail Buffer practices in CRP 
known as CP33.

Cottontail rabbit hunting con-
tinues through Feb. 28, 2013. Ring-
necked pheasant hunting is open 
through Jan. 6, 2013. Both seasons 
are closed during the statewide 
2012 deer-gun hunting season, 
Nov. 26-Dec. 2.

Rabbits, pheasants and quail 
may be hunted from sunrise to 
sunset. The daily bag limit for all 
three species remains unchanged 
from last year at four rabbits, two 
pheasants (roosters/males only) 
and four quail.

Hunters are reminded that 
snowshoe hares are not legal game 
in Ohio and should not be hunted. 
Snowshoe hares were recently re-
introduced to northeastern Ohio 
after nearly a century of absence. 
They are brown early in the sea-
son, which makes them resemble 
cottontail rabbits. To avoid confu-
sion between cottontail rabbits 
and snowshoe hares, portions of 
Geauga and Ashtabula counties 
will be closed to all rabbit hunting 
from Nov. 2-Dec. 2. At that time, 
hunters will be able to distinguish 
between the two rabbits since most 
snowshoe hares will have turned 


