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age peak of migration in previous 
years. This year’s season dates are:

* North Zone: Youth season - 
Oct. 19-20

* Regular season - Oct. 26- Dec. 
24

* Middle Zone: Youth season 
- Oct. 26-27

* Regular season - Nov. 2-Dec. 
31

* South Zone: Youth season - 
Nov. 23-24

* Regular season - Nov. 28-
Jan. 26

Whether these dates coincide 
with peak migrations and how 
long ducks and geese linger in the 
Show-Me State this year won’t be 
known until the season is history.

Details of duck and goose 
hunting regulations are avail-
able in the 2013-2014 Waterfowl 
Hunting Digest, which is avail-
able wherever hunting permits 
are sold, at Conservation Depart-
ment offices and nature centers, 
or online at www.mdc.mo.gov/
node/5646/.

More detailed information 
about hunting conditions at state-
owned wetlands is available at 
mdc.mo.gov/node/9627. For in-
formation about this year’s duck 
and goose population surveys, see 
http://bit.ly/12AgOjx.

MDC SEEKS 
WATERFOWL 

HUNTERS’ INPUT 
ON PROPOSED 

BLIND REGULATION 
CHANGES FOR UPPER 

MISSISSIPPI CA
Waterfowl hunters who utilize 

the Upper Mississippi Conserva-
tion Area have the opportunity 
to submit their input to the Mis-

souri Department of Conserva-
tion (MDC) regarding proposed 
procedural changes that pertain to 
waterfowl hunting blinds.

In the past, hunters who were 
awarded blind sites through a 
bi-annual lottery were required 
to construct permanent blinds on 
the site. These blinds were then 
inspected by MDC staff to ensure 
they met size specifications and 
camouflage requirements. Passing 
this inspection was mandatory be-
fore hunters could use the blinds.

The Mississippi River stage 
fluctuates greatly and, over the last 
few years, the river has been above 
flood stage or extremely low dur-
ing the waterfowl blind construc-
tion period and during waterfowl 
season. These extremes can cause 
delays in blind building and the 
blind inspection process. Hunters 
often have constructed blinds only 
to have them destroyed by high 
river stages or ice flows.

Permanent blinds can be costly 
for hunters to build and this in-
vestment may be lost with one 
flood event or ice flow. Because 
of such losses, an increased num-
ber of hunters have asked for the 
ability to use a boat blind or use a 
temporary blind structure.

MDC hopes to enhance hunter 
opportunities by allowing mul-
tiple hunting blind options, in-
cluding boat blinds, temporary 
blinds, and permanent blinds. The 
agency is seeking hunter opinion 
of this proposed change through 
an online poll.

The poll can be accessed at www.
surveymonkey.com/s/BKGFYRG. 
Hunters may submit their input now 
through Nov. 30.

MDC anticipates the proposed 
change will offer waterfowl hunt-
ers the following benefits:

* Hunters selected for a blind 

site will have the option of hunting 
from a blind type of their choice, 
including temporary, boat, or per-
manent blinds.

* For hunters choosing either 
temporary blinds or boat blinds, 
the risk of blind damage associ-
ated with flooding and ice will be 
eliminated.

* Allowing different blind 
types to be used will provide 
hunters options for the amount of 
time and cost they want to invest 
in their site.

* Blind sites will no longer be 
inspected for construction or cam-
ouflage requirements and there-
fore, there will be no lost hunting 
opportunities due to blinds failing 
the inspection process and being 
closed to hunting for the season.

The Upper Mississippi Con-
servation Area waterfowl blinds 
are located in Navigation Pools 24 
(Pharrs Island-C Blinds), 25 (Stag 
Island-W Blinds), and 26 (Dresser/
West Alton-A Blinds) on the Mis-
sissippi River north of St. Louis.

NEBRASKA
GAME AND PARKS 
PRODUCES VIDEOS 

FOR WATERFOWL 
HUNTERS

Waterfowling Nebraska is 
a new series of six instructional 
videos produced by the Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission for 
its YouTube channel. The series 
targets intermediate waterfowlers 
who want to take their hunting to 
a higher level.

The series has videos on duck 
decoy spread, pond blind conceal-
ment, calling Canada geese, ghillie 
suits, layout boat blinds, and field 
layout blinds. View the videos at 
http://outdoornebraska.ne.gov/
hunting/guides/waterfowl/wa-
terfowl-hunting-tips-video.asp.


