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der of the duck hunting season, the 
Department of Natural Resources 
announced today.

Cold temperatures and wide-
spread freezing on the MWHAs 
have resulted in fewer birds and 
low hunter turnout, prompting 
managers to move to a self-regis-
tration system.

Nayanquing Point Wildlife 
Area in Pinconning has already 
begun self-registration. Fish Point 
Wildlife Area in Unionville and 
Pointe Mouillee State Game Area 
in Rockwood will begin self-reg-
istration today, Nov. 27. Shiawas-
see River State Game Area in St. 
Charles will go to self-registration 
on Thursday, Nov. 28, and Harsens 
Island Managed Waterfowl Area 
on Harsens Island will start self-
registration Friday Nov. 29.

Instead of participating in a 
drawing each morning or after-
noon, hunters will select zones on 
a first-come, first-served basis. A 
self-registration kiosk will be set 
up outside the MWHA office. A 
registration card with the names 
of all party members and the hunt 
zone selected must be filled out 
and submitted before going into 
the field. All other MWHA rules 
apply, including hunt times.

Self-registration will continue 
until the end of the regular season 
Dec. 8 or until the water re-opens. 
Hunters should phone ahead for 
the latest conditions and to check 
the status of the draws.

Hunters can still earn punches 
and get punch cards and leg bands 
for the Wetland Wonders Chal-
lenge at these MWHAs. Hunters 
should call the headquarters at 
the MWHAs they plan to visit in 
order to arrange a time to obtain 
these items.

For more information on the 
Wetland Wonders Challenge, these 
and other Managed Waterfowl 

Hunt Areas and to learn about 
hunting conditions at each area, 
visit www.michigan.gov/wet-
landwonders.

The Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources is committed 
to the conservation, protection, 
management, use and enjoyment 
of the state’s natural and cultural 
resources for current and future 
generations. For more informa-
tion, go to www.michigan.gov/
dnr.
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Since 1973, when the Min-

nesota Prairie Chicken Society 
was founded, its members have 
proudly waved the habitat flag for 
a Minnesota species whose num-
bers have declined as grasslands 
have disappeared. 

Yet today, thanks to Legacy 
Amendment funding, society 
members are doing more than rais-
ing awareness of the bird’s precari-
ous plight. They are also aggres-
sively improving habitat by using 
a small grants program managed 
by the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR).

Dozens of other conserva-
tion organizations are also using 
the conservation partners legacy 
(CPL) program to advance their 
habitat missions. CPL grants range 
from a minimum of $5,000 to a 
maximum of $400,000. Applicants 

must provide a cash or in-kind 
match; applications are reviewed 
as part of a competitive process. 
Since 2009, $17 million in grants 
have been awarded for more than 
200 different projects that have 
benefited 54,000 acres of habitat.

“The CPL program has been 
a wonderful program for our 
organization,” said Brian Winter, 
society president. “It has enabled 
us to enhance habitat at a rate far 
beyond what we were able to ac-
complish in the past. That’s good 
for prairie chickens. It’s also good 
for local economies because small 
business contractors do much of 
the work.”

The Prairie Chicken Society 
has received six grants totaling 
more than $1 million through the 
CPL program. The society has 
used this money largely to hire 
local contractors to cut brush, 
remove trees and plant prairie 
seed on state and federal wildlife 
lands. The society’s strategy is to 
collaborate with other partners 
to create habitat similar to that of 
settlement time when, according 
to lore, prairie chickens were as 
common as blackbirds. Much of 
this work is being done in Clay, 
Mahnomen and Norman counties.

“As their name implies, prai-
rie chickens are creatures of open 
grasslands,” Winter said. “They 
don’t do well on land planted to 
row crops or land that contains 
too much brush, shrubs or trees 
that harbor predators, especially 
avian predators such as hawks 
and owls.”

Greg Hoch, DNR prairie hab-
itat biologist, said the Prairie 
Chicken Society’s use of CPL 
dollars is valuable because it’s 
a way for smaller conservation 
organizations to get involved in 
habitat conservation. “The society 
has fewer than 200 members yet it 


