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Wildlife Area Office at (785) 
545-3345 by Monday, Dec. 
2. The hunt is open to 40 
participants, so early regis-
tration is encouraged. 

This hunt is unique 
because participants will 
have the opportunity to 
hunt alongside celebrity 
mentors, including former 
NFL players Jerry Hollo-
way, Mark Arneson, and 
Mel Gray; former MLB 
players Diego and Da-
vid Segui; national youth 
go-cart racing champions 
Brody and Nolan Pope; na-
tional youth Crappiemas-
ters champion Jon Gillotte; 
and former drag racer Guy Caster. 

Following lunch, participants 
may stay for a free trap shoot from 
1:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. The trap shoot 
will be held west of the KDWPT 
Glen Elder Wildlife Area Office 
and is open to the public. 

At 6 p.m., participants can at-
tend the Hunters’ Banquet at Me-
morial Hall in Downs. In addition 
to the meal, attendees will be able 
to meet and visit with celebrity 
mentors. Hunters must RSVP for 
the banquet at sign-up. 

For more information, contact 
Chris Lecuyer at (785) 545-3345. 

PRAIRIE CHICKEN 
SEASON UNIQUE 

HUNTING 
OPPORTUNITY

Kansas harbors highest prairie 
chicken population in world 

What may be the most unique 
upland bird hunting opportunity 
in North America begins on the 
third Saturday in November. The 
2013 regular prairie chicken season 
opens Nov. 16 and runs through 
Jan. 31, 2014 in the Northwest and 

East units. It ends Dec. 31, 2013 
in the Southwest Unit. Kansas is 
home to lesser and greater prai-
rie chickens, both iconic prairie 
grouse species of our Midwest 
grasslands. 

In Kansas, the more numerous 
greater prairie chicken inhabits the 
tallgrass prairie of the Flint Hills, 
in east-central Kansas, and mixed 
grass prairies of the Smoky Hills, 
in northcentral and northwest 
Kansas. Less than 4 percent of 
the 400,000 square miles of tall-
grass prairie that once covered 
North America still remain, and 
two-thirds of that is in the Kansas 
region known as the Flint Hills. 
This region in east-central Kansas 
still provides large, unbroken ex-
panses of tallgrass prairie, thanks 
to the stewardship of private cattle 
ranchers, and a shallow layer of 
chert, or flint, that protects it from 
the plow. 

The more rare lesser prairie 
chicken inhabits the shortgrass 
prairies of southwest Kansas. Be-
cause of habitat loss and popula-
tion declines in four other states 
where lesser prairie chickens 
exist (Colorado, New Mexico, 
Oklahoma and Texas), Kansas is 

the only state where lesser prairie 
chickens can be hunted. In fact, 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) will announce next 
spring whether or not the lesser 
prairie chicken will be added to 
the Threatened and Endangered 
Species List. To address habitat 
losses, wildlife agencies in the 
five states formed a working 
group that collaborated with the 
Western Association of Fish and 
Wildlife Agencies to develop a 
comprehensive management plan. 
State biologists hope the plan will 
dissuade the USFWS from listing 
the lesser prairie chicken, allow-
ing state agencies to implement 
a variety of private land habitat 
enhancement programs designed 
to benefit lesser chickens. 

Hunting lesser prairie chick-
ens in Kansas has no impact on 
the population, and provides a 
truly unique upland bird hunting 
opportunity. The daily bag limit in 
the Southwest Unit is one prairie 
chicken per day with a possession 
limit of four. 

Daily bag limit in the North-
west and East units is two prairie 
chickens per day, and the posses-
sion limit is eight. Most prairie 


