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* hunting from roads or 
railways without legal per-
mission is a form of trespass-
ing called criminal hunting;

* conviction of trespass 
or criminal hunting may 
prevent the convicted per-
son from enjoying hunting 
privileges in other states. 
KDWPT is a member of 
the Wildlife Violator Com-
pact, that includes 34 other 
states. Under this compact, 
anyone who has had hunt-
ing, fishing, or furharvest-
ing privileges revoked or 
suspended in a member 
state cannot hunt, trap, or 
fish in other member states;

* conviction of simple criminal 
hunting can result in a maximum 
fine of $500, plus court costs, and 
one month in jail on the first con-
viction. Additionally, the court 
can suspend or revoke license 
privileges for up to a year. A sec-
ond conviction requires at least a 
one-year suspension of privileges 
in addition to any fines or jail time;

* if big game or turkey hunting 
is involved, the penalties get stiff-
er. Upon first conviction, the law 
states that the violator “shall not 
be fined less than $500 nor more 
than $1,000 or be imprisoned in the 
county jail for not more than six 
months, or both.” The law requires 
fifth and subsequent conviction 
penalties of a minimum $1,000 
fine and minimum 90 days in jail;

* criminal trespassing is when 
the violator does not leave prop-
erty when told;

* it is illegal to hunt on land 
posted with written permission 
signs or marked with purple paint 
without having written permis-
sion on one’s person;

* in any of these cases, hunting 
privileges may also be revoked; 
and

* by law, all hunters must have 
permission whether the land is 
posted or not.

Kansas’ wildlife resources 
should not only be revered, but 
respected. Before a hunter con-
templates hunting on private land 
without landowner permission, 
the long term and widespread af-
fect those actions will have on the 
future of Kansas hunting should 
be considered. 

If you witness trespassing or 
illegal hunting, report it to your 
local natural resource officer, 
sheriff’s office, or call the Opera-
tion Game Thief toll-free hotline 
at 1-877-426-3843. A list of phone 
numbers for all natural resource 
officers, listed by counties they 
cover, can be found in the 2013 
Kansas Hunting & Furharvesting 
Regulations Summary available 
wherever licenses are sold, or on-
line at www.ksoutdoors.com. 

WACONDA LAKE 
TO HOST ANNUAL 

YOUTH AND 
WOMEN’S PHEASANT 

HUNT
Hunters will hunt alongside 

celebrity mentors, including for-
mer NFL and MLB players 

The Kansas Department of 
Wildlife, Parks and Tourism (KD-
WPT) is pleased to announce the 
upcoming 16th Annual Youth and 
Women’s Pheasant Hunt at Wa-
conda Lake, Dec. 14. The hunt will 
begin at 7:15 a.m. with breakfast at 
Hopewell Church in Glen Elder 
State Park, followed by a pre-hunt 
safety seminar. Hunters, guides, 
and mentors will hunt in vari-
ous areas around Waconda Lake 
where only a limited amount of 
hunting is allowed. At noon, lunch 
will be provided by the Waconda 
Lake Association. Youth age 11-16 
and women are eligible to partici-
pate, and previous hunting experi-
ence is not required. Shotguns and 
ammunition will be provided for 
those without equipment while 
supplies last. Hunters can ap-
ply by contacting the Glen Elder 


