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INDIANA
HRI ADDS 500 ACRES 

IN MUSCATATUCK 
RIVER PROJECT AREA

The Healthy Rivers INitiative 
continues to grow along the Mus-
catatuck River with the recent ac-
quisition of nearly 500 acres for the 
Department of Natural Resources’ 
land conservation project. 

The area, which is being called 
Austin Bottoms Conservation 
Area, has added parcels in three 
counties - 121 acres in Jackson 
County, 184.5 acres in Scott Coun-
ty, and 192 acres in Washington 
County. 

“These parcels are important 
because they move the program a 
few steps closer to its long-range 
land conservation goal,” said DNR 
director Cameron Clark. “Piece by 
piece, acre by acre, we’re making 
progress, but most importantly 
we’re protecting natural areas that 
will provide habitat for wildlife 
and recreational opportunities for 
Hoosiers.” 

The Healthy Rivers INitia-
tive, or HRI, began in 2010 with 
the objective to permanently 
protect nearly 70,000 acres 
along the Muscatatuck, the 
Wabash River, and Sugar 
Creek. To date, the project 
has protected 30,500 acres, 
including DNR purchases 
of almost 10,900 acres. The 
total acreage includes lands 
newly acquired through 
HRI, existing lands owned 
or managed prior to HRI, 
and acreage enrolled in the 
federal Wetlands Reserve 
Program. 

The three recent pur-
chase sites boost HRI suc-
cess in the Muscatatuck 
project area to 7,800 acres, 
almost half of which is un-

der DNR management. The new 
parcels are being managed jointly 
by the DNR divisions of Fish & 
Wildlife, Forestry, and State Parks 
& Reservoirs. 

The DNR opened 2,355 acres 
of the Austin Bottoms Conserva-
tion Area to public use this past 
spring and is developing plans to 
open additional areas next spring. 

For more information on HRI 
and to view maps of the areas now 
open to the public, visit healthy-
rivers.IN.gov. 

KANSAS
LANDOWNER 

PERMISSION A MUST 
WHEN HUNTING 

PRIVATE LAND
Hunters must ask for permis-

sion before hunting on private 
land 

Hunters can face serious pen-
alties for hunting on private land 
without landowner permission, 
and however tempting a trophy-
sized buck, or a pond covered in 
greenheads may be, the conse-
quences will always outweigh the 

perceived reward. With firearm 
season just around the corner, the 
Kansas Department of Wildlife, 
Parks and Tourism (KDWPT) re-
minds all hunters that it is illegal 
to hunt on private land, posted 
or not, without the owner’s per-
mission. Whether someone actu-
ally enters private land without 
permission or shoots onto it from 
the road or another landowner’s 
property without permission, it 
is illegal. 

Trespassing affects more than 
just the immediate parties in-
volved. The perception of the 
hunting community as a whole 
and our hunting heritage are 
just a couple pieces of the puzzle 
affected by illegal hunting prac-
tices. Because trespassing harms 
landowner-hunter relations - and 
because the penalties for trespass-
ing can be severe - hunters should 
be aware of the following trespass 
issues: 

*  landowner permission 
should be obtained before pursu-
ing wounded game onto private 
property. If the landowner cannot 
be found, contact a local natural 
resource officer or sheriff’s office;


