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For more information on wa-
terfowl baiting regulations, refer to 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
website regarding baiting regula-
tions at http://www.fws.gov/le/
waterfowl-hunting-and-baiting.
html. Information on baiting and 
other Illinois regulations can be 
found in the Illinois Digest of 
Waterfowl Hunting here: http://
www.dnr.illinois.gov/hunting/
Documents/DigestWaterfowl-
HuntingRegulations.pdf 

Questions regarding hunt-
ing crop fields disked, mowed, 
or tilled due to weather damage 
insurance claims: 

1. If a standing grain crop 
is knocked down due solely to 
weather events (high wind), can 
the field be hunted? 

Yes, as long as the crops have 
only been knocked down as a 
result of weather, and no other 
manipulation has occurred. 

2. Can an unharvested crop 
that was manipulated (disked, 
mowed, or tilled) to meet crop 
insurance requirements be made 
legal for hunting? 

The field can only be hunted 
after all exposed grain has been 
completely removed or buried 
for a period of 10 days. Hunters 
should keep in mind that if a dry 
field is tilled to the extent that no 
grain is visibly present, strong 
winds or the first rain is likely to 
wash off some covered grain, thus, 
still making it a baited situation. 

3. Can I hunt in a field that 
was harvested normally next to 
the damaged field? 

Hunting near a baited field 
may be considered hunting within 
the “zone of influence” of the 
baited field and may also be il-
legal. The zone of influence is an 
unspecified distance and varies 
by situation. If you are exploiting 

waterfowl using a baited field, 
you are likely within the zone of 
influence and should not hunt 
that field. 

4. Why can a person not hunt 
over a manipulated area? 

Under federal baiting regu-
lations, mowing or tilling of an 
unharvested crop is not a “normal 
agricultural planting, harvesting, 
post-harvest manipulation, or 
normal soil stabilization practice,” 
as determined by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s Cooperative 
Extension Service. 

For specific questions, please 
contact the Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources Law Enforce-
ment at 217-782-6431. 

REGISTER NOW FOR 
CENTRAL ILLINOIS 

YOUTH GOOSE HUNT 
Annual Holiday Week Hunt 

is Dec. 26-27 
Youth interested in participat-

ing in the 14th annual Central 
Illinois Youth Goose Hunt, spon-
sored by the Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources (IDNR) on 
Dec. 26-27, can register now for 
the hunt. 

Youth hunters must phone in 
to the IDNR at 217-785-8060 to reg-
ister for a drawing to participate in 
the hunt. The registration deadline 
is Friday, Dec. 6. The youth goose 
hunt will be held at private wa-
terfowl hunting clubs in Peoria, 
Fulton and Knox counties. 

“The Central Illinois Youth 
Goose Hunt is a holiday week 
tradition for young hunters, and 
I want to encourage youth to 
phone in now to be eligible for the 
drawing to participate in this fun 
event,” said IDNR Director Marc 
Miller. 

A lottery drawing involving 
all youth who phone in to register 
will be conducted on Monday, 
Dec. 9, and youth hunters selected 
will be notified by mail. First-time 
applicants will be given a priority 
over previous participants in the 
drawing. 

The hunt is open to youngsters 
ages 10-15 at the time of the hunt. 
All applicants must have success-
fully completed a hunter safety 
education course, possess a valid 
Illinois hunting or sportsman’s li-
cense, have a Harvest Information 
Program (HIP) registration num-
ber, and have a 20 gauge or larger 
shotgun. Youth hunt participants 
must be accompanied by a parent 
or guardian who must possess a 
valid firearm owner’s identifica-
tion (FOID) card. 

To register for the hunt or for 
more information, call 217-785-
8060. 

Raffle tickets are available to 
support the Central Illinois Youth 
Goose Hunt, as well as youth wa-
terfowl hunts throughout the state. 
Only 500 tickets will be sold at $10 
each (or three for $20) to benefit 
the youth hunts. 

Prizes available include a 
shotgun and a Lifetime Hunting 
License (which is transferable). 
Raffle winners will be drawn at 
the Central Illinois Youth Goose 
Hunt banquet on Dec. 26. Raffle 
participants need not be present 
to win. For tickets or information, 
call 217-785-8060. 


