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Hunters should be filled with 

excitement, as the forecast for the 
2013-2014 season is well above 
average across landscapes with 
quality habitat. In addition to an 
in-depth look into the forecast, 
Reggie will provide tips for suc-
cess, tips for land management 
and reasons for the long-term 
bobwhite decline, including the 
impacts of predators like fire ants 
and coyotes.

Your emailed questions will be 
answered live during the broad-
cast. Have a question? Email it 
to WRDinfo@dnr.state.ga.us and 
tune into our broadcast to see 
your questions answered live. The 
chat will last approximately 30 
minutes, and we will address as 
many questions as we can during 
the broadcast. If we are unable to 
get to your question in the allot-
ted time, we will do our best to 
respond to you individually via 
email.

Make sure you’re ready for the 
season by purchasing or renew-
ing your Georgia hunting license 
at http://www.georgiawildlife.
com/licenses-permits-passes.

Learn more about the quail 
hunting season in Georgia at 
http://georgiawildlife.com/
Hunting/Quail. Subscribe to our 
YouTube page and view a short 
version of Reggie’s quail season 
forecast at http://www.youtube.
com/GeorgiaWildlife.

TIME TO GET 
QUACKED! DUCK 

SEASON IS ALMOST 
HERE

Duck call-check; shotgun-
check; decoys-check. Got it all 
ready for duck season? If not, 
don’t worry, there is still plenty 
of time to get everything together 
and get ready to pursue some 
birds. Given the amount of rain-
fall this spring and summer, there 
should be lots of water and plenty 
of places to go duck hunting this 
fall, according to the Georgia De-
partment of Natural Resources’ 
Wildlife Resources Division. 

Regarding the current condi-
tion of many of our wetlands, 
Georgia’s waterfowl biologist, 
Greg Balkcom, says, “This year is 
the complete opposite of last year 
in terms of water conditions. This 
year we have plenty of water, and 
many of our isolated wetlands are 
full and ready to support ducks 
throughout the winter.” 

An additional benefit of all the 
rain in the early spring was the 
increased brood-rearing habitat 
for locally breeding wood ducks. 
According to duck banding data 
from this summer, wood duck 
production is up and duckling sur-
vival seems to be good this year. 

Natural duck food plants 
should be in abundance given the 
wet conditions during the growing 
season here in Georgia, and U. S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service water-
fowl population surveys across the 
northern U. S. and Canada indicate 
a healthy waterfowl population, so 
this duck hunting season has the 
potential to be a memorable year. 

Hunting season for ducks is 
Nov. 23-Dec. 1, 2013 and Dec. 7 - 
Jan. 26, 2014. 

Need some additional water-
fowl information? Take a look at 
the new online waterfowl video 
at http://www.youtube.com/
user/GeorgiaWildlife/videos . 
Also, please become a subscriber 
to the Wildlife Resources Division 
YouTube channel to receive video 
news as it is posted! 

IDAHO
WATERFOWL 

HUNTERS: KNOW 
YOUR (WEIGHT) 

LIMITS
An often overlooked aspect of 

hunter safety occurs when hunt-
ers use a boat while waterfowl 
hunting. 

Nearly every year, a hunting 
tragedy occurs in Idaho when a 
boat capsizes or gets swamped 
in very cold water during a duck 
hunt. These incidents can always 
be avoided with a few precautions.

Duck hunters take great care 
in preparing for the hunting as-
pect of their outings, carefully 
checking decoy lines and weights, 
designing and building blinds, 
purchasing warm clothing and 
boots, patterning steel shot loads, 
practicing their calling, etc. Often 
overlooked, however, is the mode 
of transportation to the hunting 
location and the safety consid-
erations needed to get there and 
back safely. 

Hunters using a boat to get 
to their island blind and those 
hunting from their duck boats are 
going not only on a hunting trip. 
They are also going on a boating 
trip, and they need to do all the 
preparation and have all of the 
safety equipment that a boating 
outing requires.


