
38
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169

December 2013/January 2014                                              Now in our Twenty Second year                                         www.Bdarn.com
by development and conversion 
of the species’ native grassland 
habitat to other uses. Last year, 
the population declined by an es-
timated 50 percent primarily due 
to drought conditions in the West.

America’s fish, wildlife and 
plant resources belong to all of 
us, and ensuring the health of 
imperiled species is a shared 
responsibility. The Service is 
actively engaged with conserva-
tion partners and the public in 
the search for improved and in-
novative ways to conserve and 
recover imperiled species such as 
the Working Lands for Wildlife 
program. To learn more about the 
Endangered Species program, go 
to www.fws.gov/endangered/ .

The Western Association of 
Fish and Wildlife Agencies was 
founded in 1922. It currently con-
sists of 23 member states and prov-
inces that have primary responsi-
bility and authority for protecting 
and managing fish and wildlife 
in the western United States and 
Canada. WAFWA promotes the 
principles of sound resource man-
agement, as well as strengthening 
partnerships and cooperation 
among local, state, and federal 
agencies, non-government conser-
vation organizations, and private 
industry. To learn more about 
WAFWA and other conservation 
efforts, and to find a copy of the 
Lesser Prairie-Chicken Rangewide 
Conservation Plan, please go to 
www.wafwa.org.

ARKANSAS
CONWAY GEORGE 

TRACT OFFERS HIGH 
QUALITY WATERFOWL 

HABITAT
In an effort to enhance hunt-

ing opportunities in the state, the 

Arkansas Game and Fish Com-
mission acquired additional land 
adjacent to the Sheffield Nelson 
Dagmar Wildlife Management 
Area in Monroe County. 

The acquisition of the Conway 
George Tract on the WMA was a 
joint effort between the AGFC, 
Ducks Unlimited, The Nature 
Conservancy, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service and the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service. 
The property encompasses over 
300 acres adjoining Sheffield Nel-
son Dagmar Wildlife Management 
Area and the Cache River National 
Wildlife Refuge. 

 Acquisition 
and restoration of 
the property con-
nects key parcels 
of public land and 
will provide high 
quality habitat for 
both game and 
non-game migra-
tory bird species. 
The property was 
enrolled in the 
Wetlands Reserve 
Program in 2011 
and the restora-
tion was complet-
ed with funds pro-
vided by NRCS 
and the property was brought into 
public ownership using North 
American Wetlands Conservation 
Act funding. 

The purchase of this prop-

erty offers a new opportu-
nity for youth waterfowl 
hunting on one of Arkan-
sas’s premier duck hunt-
ing WMAs. On Wednes-
days and Saturdays, three 
permits will be available 
through an online draw-
ing to hunt in one of three 
impoundments on the area. 
The Wednesday hunts will 
only be allowed for a half-

day. Saturday hunts will be open 
only to youth hunters 15 and 
under. Hunters will be allowed 
to hunt all day. Adult mentors are 
allowed to hunt with youth permit 
holders, but there may be no more 
than one licensed adult hunter per 
youth hunter in the hunting party. 
For more information about the 
online draw and to apply for a 
permit, please visit www.tinyurl.
com/dagmarwma. 

REST AREA ON CUT-
OFF CREEK WMA TO 

REMAIN 
DRY THIS 
SEASON

Due to up-
coming habitat 
improvements 
and timber man-
agement efforts, 
the Pigeon Creek 
Waterfowl Rest 
Area on Cut-Off 
Creek Wildlife 
M a n a g e m e n t 
Area will not be 
flooded during 
the 2013-14 duck 
season. 

One of the upcoming habitat 
improvement projects, aimed at 
attracting more ducks to the wa-
terfowl rest area, is dependent on 
dry soil conditions going into the 
2014 growing season. The deci-


