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* Near Tucson in Avra Valley, 
new areas are now open in units 
36C and 37A. Read note 21 on 
page 12 of the Amended Dove 
Regulations, available only online 
at www.azgfd.gov/dove. Note: 
This information is not in the print 
version of the 2013-2014 dove 
regulations. 

General licensing and stamp 
requirements and other regula-
tions:

* The 2013-2014 dove regula-
tions are posted online at www.
azgfd.gov/dove, or printed copies 
are available at license dealers or 
at Arizona Game and Fish offices.

USFWS ENDORSES 
WAFWA’S LESSER 

PRAIRIE-CHICKEN 
RANGEWIDE 

CONSERVATION PLAN
Rangewide plan provides 

model for State leadership in 
conserving a species proposed for 
endangered species listing

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service announced its endorse-
ment of the Western Association of 
Fish and Wildlife Agencies’ Lesser 
Prairie-Chicken Range-Wide Con-
servation Plan, a landmark, collab-
orative planning effort to conserve 
a species proposed for listing 
under the Endangered Species Act 
(ESA). This type of collaborative 
conservation plan may be applied 
to wildlife species in Arizona in 
the future to prevent the need to 
list them under the ESA. 

The rangewide plan (RWP) 
represents a dedicated effort by 
the five range states of Texas, New 
Mexico, Oklahoma, Kansas and 
Colorado to conserve the lesser 
prairie-chicken. After an extensive 
review, the Service found the plan 
is consistent with criteria pro-

posed last May for conserving the 
species, which is proposed for list-
ing under the ESA. The plan calls 
for providing financial incentives 
to landowners who voluntarily 
manage their lands to benefit the 
species. It also includes a frame-
work for mitigating the potentially 
harmful effects to lesser prairie-
chicken habitat from development 
activity throughout its range.

“The unprecedented collab-
orative efforts of WAFWA and 
the five state wildlife agencies 
have produced a sound conser-
vation plan for the lesser prairie-
chicken,” said Service Director 
Dan Ashe. “We applaud the states’ 
commitment to lead conservation 
actions across the bird’s range.”

The Service’s endorsement is 
not a decision by the Service that 
implementing the plan will pre-
clude the need to protect the lesser 
prairie-chicken under the ESA. 
The Service will carefully consider 
the plan, its implementation and 
effectiveness when it makes a final 
determination on whether to list 
the lesser prairie-chicken under 
the ESA in March 2014.

Under the plan, agreements 
with participating landowners 
aim to improve habitat conditions 
for the lesser prairie-chicken, in-
crease populations and provide 
for long-term conservation of the 
species. The plan also establishes a 
framework for mitigating impacts 
from a wide range of activities 
with a goal of providing a net 
conservation benefit to the species.

“We are encouraged to see 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
endorsement of the five-state, 
rangewide plan to conserve this 
iconic grassland bird and its na-
tive prairie habitat,” said Carter 
Smith, WAFWA president and 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment executive director, speaking 

on behalf of WAFWA and the 
five state agencies. “Years of due 
diligence have gone into this plan, 
guided by scientific research and 
monitoring, and developed with 
input from landowners, agricul-
ture, wind and oil and gas inter-
ests and other stakeholders. We 
can now work at the local level 
to implement the plan, facilitate 
more conservation for the bird 
while allowing sustainable land 
use and responsible economic 
development, and hopefully pre-
clude the need to list this species.”

In the coming weeks, the 
Service will revise the May 6, 
2013, proposed 4(d) special rule 
for the lesser prairie-chicken to 
more specifically identify the 
rangewide conservation plan as 
one that, when implemented, will 
address the conservation needs 
of the species. If the Service ulti-
mately determines that the lesser 
prairie-chicken should be listed as 
a threatened species, the revised 
4(d) rule would provide a mecha-
nism for ESA compliance. Link-
ing the plan to a 4(d) special rule 
would offer participating land-
owners and industry participants 
regulatory certainty, as actions 
carried out in accordance with 
the plan would be in compliance 
with the ESA, even if the species 
requires ESA protection.

The lesser prairie-chicken is 
a species of prairie grouse com-
monly recognized for its colorful 
spring mating display and orange 
eye combs. Once abundant across 
much of Texas, New Mexico, 
Oklahoma, Kansas and Colorado 
(the five range states), the lesser 
prairie-chicken’s historical range 
of native grasslands and prairies 
has been reduced by an estimated 
84 percent. The substantial de-
crease in the range of the species 
is primarily a result of habitat 
fragmentation and loss caused 


