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VICTORY IN FIGHT 
TO PRESERVE 

TRADITIONAL 
AMMUNITION

Efforts to protect the rights of 
sportsmen and gun owners to use 
the ammunition of their choice re-
ceived a significant boost last week 
when a federal judge dismissed 
part of a Center for Biological Di-
versity (CBD) lawsuit. The CBD 
suit challenged the Environmental 
Protection Agency’s (EPA) denial 
of a petition to ban traditional am-
munition and lead fishing tackle 
under the Toxic Substances Con-
trol Act of 1976 (TSCA). The court 
ruled it does not have jurisdiction 
over EPA’s refusal to regulate tra-
ditional ammunition because the 
complaint was not filed within the 
statute of limitations to challenge 
the EPA decision. The ruling does 
not apply to the lead fishing gear 
portion of the petition. 

“This is a great victory for 
industry,” said NSSF Senior Vice 
President and General Counsel 
Lawrence G. Keane. “Still, the 
legal, regulatory and legislative 
threats against traditional am-
munition remain very real. This 
is why it is imperative that all 
sportsmen urge their senators 
and representatives to support the 
Hunting, Fishing and Recreational 
Shooting Sports Protection Act.” 

RULING DENIES 
18-YEAR-

OLDS SECOND 
AMENDMENT RIGHTS 

Last week a federal judge in 
the Northern District of Texas 
ruled that adults aged 18 to 20 
do not have an individual consti-
tutional right under the Second 
Amendment to purchase, after 
a background check, a handgun 

or handgun ammunition from a 
federally licensed firearms retailer. 
This despite the fact that 18-year-
olds can exercise every other in-
dividual right guaranteed in the 
Constitution. Adults aged 18 and 
over can speak and worship freely, 
vote, marry and start a family, 
enter into contracts and serve in 
the military where they are trusted 
to use fully automatic firearms. 
This case will now be appealed 
to the Fifth Circuit U.S. Court of 
Appeals, where NSSF will seek to 
file an amicus brief.


