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at the Hunt will harvest 2.0 to 2.5 
ruffed grouse each day during the 
two-day event. Daily harvest per 
hunter during cyclic lows is only 
0.6 to 1.0 grouse.

 Like ruffed grouse, the har-
vest of American woodcock at the 
Hunt is related to trends in Minne-
sota’s woodcock population. Since 
1997 when the woodcock daily bag 
limit was reduced from five birds 
to three, Hunt participants have 
harvested on average one to two 
woodcock per day.

 In total, the 50 teams at the 
Hunt (two hunters per team) will 
harvest approximately 200 to 
400 ruffed grouse and 300 to 400 
woodcock. Although these totals 
may seem quite large, this harvest 
is in reality merely a drop in the 
bucket as it is distributed over al-
most 8,000 square miles of public 
and private land.

 The 32nd National Hunt was 
conducted on October 10 and 11, 
2013. This year marked the 4th 
consecutive year that Minnesota’s 
ruffed grouse drumming survey 
documented a decline in the ruffed 
grouse population, although the 
decline from 2012 wasn’t dra-
matic. As expected, the 2013 ruffed 
grouse harvest at the Hunt was 
very similar to that recorded in 
2012. In 2013, each hunter har-
vested an average of 1.06 grouse 
per day; the average daily harvest 
in 2012 was 1.05 grouse.

 The 2013 woodcock harvest 
was down from that achieved in 
2012. In 2013, each hunter har-
vested an average of 2.03 wood-
cock per day; the average daily 
harvest in 2012 was 2.35 wood-
cock. In 2012, weather conditions 
led to large numbers of migrant 
woodcock in local covers, so the 
decline in hunter success in 2013 
wasn’t surprising.

 Physical examination of ruffed 

grouse and woodcock harvested at 
the Hunt demonstrated that the 
unusually cold and prolonged 
spring of 2013 may have affected 
local populations. Numerous 
small ruffed grouse were taken, 
including several that were deter-
mined to have hatched in mid-July 
based on the progress of wing 
feather molt. Peak grouse hatch in 
northern Minnesota typically oc-
curs during the first two weeks in 
June. Likewise, wing feather molt 
on some adult female woodcock 
showed that these hens probably 
had relatively late broods. Females 
that breed later than normal have 
less time to recover physically be-
fore the trials of migration (wood-
cock) or winter (ruffed grouse).

 Each year the data collected 
at the National Ruffed Grouse and 
Woodcock Hunt give us a chance 
to better understand these two im-
portant game birds. In essence, the 
Hunt serves as a window through 
which we can view their world.


