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RUFFED GROUSE 
SOCIETY DEDICATES 
NEW MANAGEMENT 
AREA IN WISCONSIN

RGS dedicates new grouse and 
woodcock management area in 
honor of David V. Uihlein, Sr. in 
northeast Wisconsin.

 On October 21, 2013, the 
Ruffed Grouse Society dedicated 
a new management area in honor 
of David V. Uihlein, Sr. on 2,045 
acres of the Forest County Forest 
in northeast Wisconsin. The Da-
vid V. Uihlein, Sr. Ruffed Grouse 
Management Area will use tim-
ber management, especially as-
pen harvests, to promote habitat 
for ruffed grouse and American 
woodcock. In addition, the Area 
is managed for multiple uses in-
cluding a hunter walking area and 
a snowmobile trail through the 
northern portion of the property.

 David V. Uihlein, Sr. was an 
ardent naturalist and outdoors-
man who passed away on January 
29, 2010 at the age of 89. He was 
a founder and president of the 
Ruffed Grouse Society Southeast-
ern Wisconsin Chapter (Milwau-
kee area), which was later named 
in his honor. He was an extremely 
strong supporter of RGS, serving 
on its national board as a director 
from October 1981 until Octo-
ber 1996 and its President from 
December 1986 until December 
1988, and through his Founda-
tion, his support continues. He 
had a strong passion for habitat in 
northeast Wisconsin where he and 
his family spent time enjoying the 
outdoors in Forest County.

 This is the second cooperative 
ruffed grouse management area 
RGS has developed with the out-
standing cooperation of the Forest 
County Forestry and Parks De-
partment who make these projects 

possible. The other is the 800-acre 
Otter Creek Ruffed Grouse Man-
agement Area located between 
Crandon and Laona. Two other 
cooperative areas in Forest County 
are managed by the U.S. Forest 
Service, the McDonald Creek east 
of Eagle River and Bushaefer Road 
northeast of Wabeno.

 The David V. Uihlein Sr. 
Ruffed Grouse Management Area 
is one of over 700 projects in 28 
states in which RGS is involved. 
This new management area is one 
of over 100 cooperative manage-
ment areas RGS has developed 
on public lands in Wisconsin 
since 1986. The RGS Management 
Area Program began in 1985 and 
to-date, the Society has provided 
close to $1 million dollars to sup-
port habitat management efforts 
on over 145,000 acres of public 
land projects in Wisconsin and 
over $3.5 million to enhance over 
500,000 public acres nationwide. 
To accomplish this, RGS has used 
funds raised primarily by dedi-
cated volunteers of RGS chapters 
across the country.

RGS REPORTS 
NATIONAL GROUSE 

AND WOODCOCK 
HUNT RESULTS 

The NGWH is an unparalleled 
opportunity to study the popula-
tion ecology of ruffed grouse and 
American woodcock.

 The Ruffed Grouse Soci-
ety’s National Ruffed Grouse and 
Woodcock Hunt is conducted dur-
ing the second week in October 
each year in and around Grand 
Rapids, Minnesota. This world-
class event is sponsored and co-
ordinated by the Grand Rapids 

MN Chapter of the Ruffed Grouse 
Society. Chapter volunteers con-
tribute literally thousands of hours 
of their time to make the Hunt 
happen.

 The Hunt provides an un-
paralleled opportunity to study 
the population ecology of ruffed 
grouse and woodcock. The man-
ner in which the Hunt is structured 
is what makes it so unique in the 
field of wildlife research and so 
valuable to wildlife conservation.

 The late Gordon W. Gullion, 
universally acknowledged as the 
world’s expert on ruffed grouse, 
immediately recognized the sci-
entific potential of the Hunt when 
the event was first held in 1982. 
Gullion understood that because 
the Hunt is conducted in the same 
locale, at the same time each year 
and using the same methods, it 
provides an outstanding opportu-
nity to study the annual variation 
of the local ruffed grouse popula-
tion and how that variation relates 
to the 10-year cycle.

 Ruffed grouse populations 
in northern Minnesota, and else-
where throughout the northern 
portions of the grouse range, 
exhibit a cycle of approximately 
10 years. Cyclic lows typically oc-
cur in years ending in “4” or “5”. 
These lows are followed by four 
to five years of increasing popula-
tions toward the cyclic high, which 
typically occurs in years ending 
in “9” or “0”. Four to five years of 
subsequent population declines 
lead to another low, and the cycle 
again begins.

 These population cycles have 
been documented in Minnesota 
for over 60 years. Not surprisingly, 
the ruffed grouse harvest at the 
Hunt shows a strong correlation 
with the ruffed grouse popula-
tion cycle in northern Minnesota. 
During cyclic highs, each hunter 


