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Ruffed Grouse Society
Ruffed Grouse Society 
Welcomes Michael R. 

North as New Minnesota 
Department of Natural 

Resources Forest 
Gamebird Coordinator

MN DNR Position Partially 
Funded Through Partnership With 
RGS For Forest Habitat Manage-
ment

The Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources has hired 
Michael R. North as the forest 
gamebird coordinator, a position 
partially funded through a part-
nership with the Ruffed Grouse 
Society. In his new position, North 
will focus on enhancement of 
forest habitat management and 
hunting opportunities for ruffed 
grouse, American woodcock and 
other wildlife and will work from 
the DNR office in Brainerd, Min-
nesota.

 “We are excited to welcome 
Michael to his new position as 
forest gamebird coordinator and 
appreciate the opportunity to 
work with the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources to sup-
port ruffed grouse and American 
woodcock habitat in Minnesota,” 
said RGS President and CEO John 
Eichinger.

 In his new position, North will 
work to maintain and improve the 
health of Minnesota’s forest game-
bird populations through habitat 
enhancement and improvement 
projects, research and education. 
He hopes to see hunting access 
maintained and improved and 
more hunter walking trails and 
ruffed grouse management areas 
established, especially near hunter 
population centers.

 North has worked for the MN 
DNR since 1998, primarily in the 
Ecological Resources Division as 
a regional environmental assess-
ment ecologist, where he served 
on several state forest OHV plan-
ning teams, conducted wetland 
delineations on departmental proj-
ects and completed a management 
plan for 86,000 acres of leased 
federal lands primarily managed 
by the Red Lake WMA.

 Before his time with the DNR, 
North worked 11 years for the 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
which included 10 years with the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in 
Alaska studying numerous bird 
species. His education includes 
a Bachelor of Science in Fisheries 
and Wildlife Biology from Iowa 
State University and a Master of 
Science in Zoology from North 
Dakota State University.

 Many of North’s favorite 
memories revolve around hunt-
ing: waterfowl and ptarmigan un-
der the active volcanos at Izembek 
NWR in Alaska, duck hunting on a 
secret WPA wetland east of Fargo, 
North Dakota, rabbit hunting in 
Iowa, pheasant hunting with his 
dad every Thanksgiving Day and 
just being in the northwoods look-
ing for grouse.

 “I credit my conservation 
ethic to my parents who operated 
a fishing resort in northern Cass 
County during my childhood and 
to my grandfather who was the 
vice-president of the Izaak Walton 
League in Iowa and a colleague of 
Ding Darling, creator of the federal 
duck stamp program.”

 North may be contacted by 
email at michael.north@state.
mn.us, by phone at 218-833-8642 
or by mail at Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, 1601 
Minnesota Drive, Brainerd, MN 
56401.

AREA CONSERVATION 
GROUP TO HOST 
YOUTH HUNT IN 

BELDING
Early registration is recom-

mended
 The Grand Rapids Area Chap-

ter of the Ruffed Grouse Society, 
will host a youth pheasant hunt 
at Pine Hill Farms, 3329 Johnson 
Road, Belding, MI on Saturday, 
January 4, 2014 beginning with 
registration at 9 a.m.

According to Christian Betz, 
participation for the three-bird 
guided hunt is limited to the first 
20 youths ages 10-17 and, since 
availability generally fills up 
quick, early registration is recom-
mended.

Registration is $30 per young-
ster and that includes a warm-up 
round of clay targets, shotgun 
shells and lunch.

Each of the youngsters must 
have a valid Michigan small-game 
hunting license and must be ac-
companied by a legal guardian. 
Participants must also bring an 
orange hat, orange vest, and pro-
tective eyewear.

For more information and or 
registration contact Betz at 616-
648-0478.


