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ball diamond. The spaniel will 
be on the picture mound and 
will throw the dummies and cast 
to first, second and third base. 
Set your spaniel at a remote 
HUP on the picture mound with 
them only five yards in front of 
you. Give a reminder to HUP 
and toss a dummy straight over 
the top of their head landing 
only seven or so yards away 
to second base  where they can 
see it. Only hesitate a second or 
so and execute the back com-
mand. They may be reluctant to 
go at first but continue to give 
the command and coax them 
in a lavishing voice until they 
make the retrieve. Delivery of 
the dummy should be in the 
remote position facing you. 
Too much movement on side 
delivery can confuse the dog. 
We will only teach   the back 
command first. Once the back 
command is well learned. You 
now can start to teach the left 
and right hand overs by using 
the same technique. The spaniel 
should be taking all three casts 
consistently when the retriev-
ing dummies are thrown to all 
three bases.

Next with four dummies 
in hand and your spaniel on 
the picture mound. Throw a 
dummy to each base first, sec-
ond and third. Keeping the last 
dummy for you in your hand. 
Take the check cord in your 
hand and choose which dummy 
you would like them to retrieve 
first. Should they choose the 
wrong one, give a normal tone 
“NO” tug on the check cord 
stopping them from retrieving 

the wrong dummy. Place them 
back on the picture mound and 
throw the extra dummy that 
you have to the proper base and 
send the dog. Continue to drill 
this until you can get the dog to 
pickup all the dummies around 
the bases at random selection.

Now can set out three dis-
tinct piles of dummies. A mini-
mum of three different colored 
dummies per pile. Teach your 
spaniel to take random cast to 
your desired pile until all the 
dummies have been picked up. 
Some spaniels will get confused 
as to which dummy in the pile to 
pick up! We can help them with 
this by separating the dummies 
two feet away from each other. 
Lets not make a big deal out of 
things if they do some switching 
at the dummy pile just encour-
age them to pick up and retrieve 
one. We want them to stay fo-
cused proper hand casting and 
not worried as to which dummy 
in the pile to pick up first! They 
will become quicker on their 
pickups at the dummy pile as 
they gain in confidence.

Help them when they get 
confused by again stopping 
them and throwing a dummy 
to the proper pile and send 
them for the retrieve. Now you 
will find that some spaniels will 
have a problem say with a left 
hand over or maybe a BACK 
command. Simply do a few ex-
tra drills of the weak cast until 
it become proficient. Now you 
can start to extend your casts by 
moving your piles further away 
from the pitchers mound. You  

now are well on your way to 
your dog taking a cast during 
the blind retrieve. However 
don’t attempt to handle your 
spaniel on anything other than 
the above yard work, This is 
only one small piece to the 
puzzle. Next month I will ad-
dress lining drills. Enjoy your 
spaniel they are a wonderful 
gift!
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